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And Miriam anſwered them, Sing ye 10 the LORD, 
i” he hath ans For or, Exod. xv. 21. 


* 


The E aq ESE 1075 


* —_— 


"LONDON : 


Printed and Sold by Luke Hinpe, at the BiBLE 


TESTIMONY 


My dear Friend and Couſin 


MART MO LLINEUX, 


DECEASED, 


In a living Remembrance of the Benefit which 
J received by her Labour of Love; and now 
recommend to the Youth of our Age, to excite 
them to Faithfulneſs, and a circumſpect 


Conver ſation. 


H E. worthy Author of theſe Writings, 
was one whole near Relation to me be- 
gan our Acquaintance almoſt with our 
Lives ; ſhe was the only Child of her Mother, as 
I of my Father (and they one Brother and Siſter.) 
This gave us Opportunity of frequent Converſe 


With each other ; and having no Siſters of our 


own, and our natural Inclinations and Tempers 
being ſuitable, cauſed us more to. reſpect each 
other: Tho? ſhe was of more Years, and diffe- 
rent Principles, in Matters of * Reli- , 
Being one call'd 

ws at that Time, yet the Sympa- a Quaker, 
2 | thy 


Frances Owen her Teſtimony | 


thy and Kindneſs that was betwixt us, out- 
ballanced the ſeeming Diſparity 3 and we could 
argue without Wrangiing, and diſſent without 
| Diſcord ; and fuch was her prudent winning ; 
Carriage towards me, that even in my green 
and childith Years, ſhe often prevail'd with me 4 
to quit many trifling Things, in which I then | 
deiighted, for more profitable Employments ; 
which ſhe was not wanting to recommend to 
me, nor fo tell me of my Faults z but fo 
much Affection and good Counſel, that like a 
mollify ing, healing Balſam, it cured almoſt in- 
ſenſibly. And fo tar was I from accounting her. 
my Enemy, for telling me the Truth, that con- 
ſidering her Wiſdom and Virtue, together with 
her plain Dealing, which I took as no ſmall Ar- 
gument of her Kindneſs; knowing, Reproof and 
good Advice to be ſo thankleſs an Office, that 
nothing ut Love and Duty can prevail with a 
diſcreet Perſon to act that Part: I ſay, upon 
theſe Inducements I made Choice of her as m 
particular bolom Friend, Nor was I miſtaken 
or diſappointed, for ſuch ſhe approved herlelf ; 
making Choice of me alſo as hers (ſoon after my 
Convincement.) Thus was our Loverreciprocal : 4 
And this was the Beginning of our Friendſhip, 1 
ſo often mentioned in her Verſes z which the ra- ; 
ther induceth me to hint it here, as an Encou- \ 
ragement to all who profeſs the pure unerring _ þ 
Truth, to keep anbei their Place and Teſti- 
mony, that ſo the Lord may make Uſe of them 
to invite and win their Familiars and Relations. 5 
to love and embrace the precious Truth, as ſhe. 
was made an happy Inſtrument of Good to me, {| 
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Concerning Mary Mollineux. 

by her many kind Admonitions, and ſeaſonable 
Cautions, verbal and literal, both in Verle and 
Proſe : But chiefly, that prevailing Argument of 
good Example, and circumſpe&t Converſation, 
which the Lord, in his infinite Mercy, was 
pleaſed ſo to bleſs, that they became Motives 
to me, to confider how much { was ſhort of her; 
and to examine her Principles, as well as my own : 

Then did the Lord open my Eyes, and by his 
Light and Spirit in my Heart, gave me a Sight of 
my inward State and Condition ; 3 which I found 
to be unſafe, notwithſtanding the Advantages of 
a ſober Education; and that, if my Righteouſneſs 
exceeded not that of the Scribes and Pha- iſces, in 
vain was it to expect an Admittince into the 
heavenly Kingdom. So that after much Sorrow 
and many Conflicts, the Lord brought me to this 
Reſolution in my own Mind, That if he would 
be pleaſed to diſcover his Way, Which leads to 
Lite and Salvation, and how [ ſhould attain Power 
to walk in it, fo that I mi ;ght enjoy his Peace, 
which I ſo much wanted, with his Aſſiſtance T, 
would become his Diſciple, and follow him whither- 
ſoever he ſhould lead: Then did the Lord, in 
his great Love, and never to be forgotten Con— 
deſceniion, ſhew me, that it was a rail Way, 
diſpiſed by many wile and prudent of the World ; 

and walked in by a poor, ſelfedenying, under- 
valued People, which it would be hard for me 
to be numbered with: And ſo I found it, being 
almoſt ready to deſpair, until the Lord inclined 
my Heart to take her Counſel, and go to ſome 


Meetings of the People called Onaters ; where 


1 heard | the Way of God ſo plainly diſcovered, 
f 4 3 | and 


Frances Owen her Teſtimony 

and his bleſſed Truth ſo livingly preached, that I 
was convinced thereof, and well ſatisfied that the 
glorious Preſence of the Lord, and his Heart- 
mollifying Power, was with this People; which un- 
uſually tender'd my Spirit, and diſtinguiſhed their 
Meetings from thoſe I had formerly frequented. 
This made me delight to meet with them, tho? 
much wonder'd at, ſcoff'd and reproach'd for 
it; yer by her encouraged : But, praiſed be the 


great Almighty God, he brought me in his own. 
appointed Time, to witneſs the Fulfilling of his 


ancient Prophecy, making me willin 
in the Day of his Power; willing to be- 
come a Fool and Gazing-ſtock to my former Ac- 
uaintance 3 willing to be rid of the Load of Sin 
I had laboured under: And conſidering that no 
Burden could be heavier, was allo made to accept 
the tender Invitation of our bleſſed Lord and 
f Saviour, who ſaid, Come unto me, all 
ws „ you who labour, and are heavy laden, 
ky. and I will give you Reſt ; take my Yoke 
upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly 
in Heart, and ye ſhall find Reſt lo your Souls; for my 
Yoke is eaſy, and my Burden is light : And bleſſed 
be the eternal Goodneſs, I have witneſſed it to 
be ſo, in compariſon of the Bondage of Corrup- 
tion. And I here inſert my Exerciſe, for the 
Encouragement of the Sincere hvarted, that all 
may depend upon the Lord, who is a good Re- 
Warder of them who diligently ſeek him 
and can give Teſtimony, according to 
their Meaſure, that his Ways are Ways of Pleaſant- 
neſs, and all his Paths are Peace; there- 
fore let thoſe, whoſe Feet are thither 
| | 55 turned, 


Pſal. cx. 3. 


Heb. xi. 6. 


Prov. iii. 17. 
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Concerning Mary Mollineux. 
turned, hold on their Way, and perſevere in 
Righteouſneſs and Purity; that ſo they may grow 
ſtronger and ſtronger, and be able to lend a 
helping hand to them who are weak; as this my 


dear Friend hath often done, both to me and 


others. And let all, who are yet ſeeking the 
Lord and his Truth, be encouraged in his Faith- 
fulneſs and Obedience to follow God's Requirings 
in their own Hearts; fer that which 

may be known of God, is there manifeſt ; Rom. i. 19. 
and whatſoever doth make manifeſt, is eh. v. 13. 
Light, (viz.) the Light of Jeſus, which 
enlighteneth every Man that comes into the World : 
This 1s that which truly diſcovers God to Man, 
and Man to himſelf; yea, the whole Myſtery 
of Godline/ſs. Therefore let none tire in their 
Search after Truth, nor be weary in 
well doing, for they ſhall reap in due 
Seaſon, the Benefit thereof, if they faint not, but 
hold out to the End; as did the Author of the 
enſuing Verſes; of whom I am willing to give 
the Reader ſome Account. 

She was one who, in her Childhood, was much 
afflicted with weak Eyes, which made her unfit 
for the uſual Employment of Girls ; and being of 
a large natura] Capacity, quick, witty and ſtudi- 
ouſly inclined, her Father brought her up to 


Gal, vi 9. 


more Learning, than is commonly beſtowed on 


our Sex; in which ſhe became ſo good a Profi- 
cient, that ſhe well underſtood the Latin Tongue, 
fluently diſcourſed in it; and made a conſiderable 
Progreſs in Greek allo ; wrote ſeveral Hands well; 
was a good Arithmetician, yea, in the 
belt Arithmctick ; for ſhe ſo numbered ber 
55 A4 Days, 


Tal, XC. 12. 
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Days, as to apply her Heart unto Wiſdom ; as alſo 


Eyery one that aſked a Reaſoy of the Hope which 


Frances Owen ber Teftimony 


to the Study of ſeveral uſeful Arts; had a good 
Underſtanding of Phy/ick and Surgery, the Nature 
of Plants, Herbs, and Minerals; and made ſome 
Inſpection into divers profitable Sciences; delight- 
ing in the Study of Nature, and to admire the 
great God of Nature, in the various Operations 
of his Power and Goodneſs; the wonderful Har- 
mony and Order of the Creation, and the inft- 
nite Wiſdom by which it is govern'd ; of which 
ſhe would often ſpeak : Admiring how there 
could be an Albeiſt in the World, ſince the 
Creation doth fo plainly aſſert the Being of a 
Deity. And as we have been walking or ridin 

together, would often diſcourſe of the preſent 
Objects, much tending to Edification z making 
many pretty Remarks, and comparirg outward 
Things with inward : As alſo, upon all Occaſions, 
would draw ſuch uſeful Obſervations, as made 
her Company profitable and delighting : For ſhe 
was of a thoughtful, compoſed Temper ; yet of 
a quick Apprehenſion, and ingenious ; which, be- 
ing ſeaſon'd with Truth, (in which ſhe had many 


ſweet Openings) theſe meeting in a Temper con- 
verſable, and concerned for the Good of others, 


made her Converſation improving and deſirable. 
She was one who loved the bleſſed Truth (and 


they who walked according to it) from a Child, 
being early convinced thereof z; tho? ſhe was not 
ſatisfied with a bare Profeflion oi Religion, but 


zealous for the Life of it, both in herſelf and 
others; allo furniſhed with good Arguments to 
defend it, being ready to give an Anſwer to 
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jt? And would recite the Paſſage of- 3 * 


Concerning Mary Mollineux. 


was in her, with Meekneſs and Fear: Nor for- 
ward to begin a Diſpute, yet ſound in what ſhe 
undertook, and never (that I know of) foil'd in 


an Argument; for ſhe had an Eye to the Lord, 


and liked to be ſatisfied that ſhe was in her Place, 
and called by him to what ſhe did for him : 
Would often mention the Paſſage of Uzzah, 
2 Sam. vi. 6, 7. how Death was his Puniſhment, 
for putting forth his Hand to take hold of the 
Ark of God, when the Oxen ſhook it ; it being a 
Service not required of him. 

Nor was ſhe proud, or conceited of her Parts 
and Learniog, but adorned with an humble 
Modeſty ; having, I believe, meaner Thoughts 
of herſelf, than any one elſe had of her, who 
knew her Qualifications, 

Plain and decent in her Cloaths, which ſhe 
vaJued for Service more than Sight; and ſlighted, 
in compariſon of thoſe better Ornaments of the 
Mind, which ſhe prefer'd above ſptendia or 
coſtly Apparel. 

She was one that loved to read the holy Scrip- 
tures, and ſuch uſeful Authors as had a Tendency 
to Improvement; in which ſhe ſpent much Time: 
God having furniſhed her with an extraordinary 
Memory to retain the ſame. 

She delighted much in Solitude, and was 


often alone ; ſetting apart ſome Time of the Day 


for Retirement; and would frequently ſay to 
me, in the Evenings, Let us go aſide, and 
wait upon the Lord ; we have daily Need of 
daily Bread, and to renew our Strength; and 
how can we expect it, if we do not wait for 


ings. 
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1 Kings xvili, 36. that at the Time of the Even- 
ing Sacrifice, the Lord anſwered by Fire; with 
other pretfy Remarks, too tedious to inſert, 
which ſhe abounded in, upon all Occaſions, to 
promote that which was good. In theſe Times 


of Retirement, Verſes would often come up in 


her Mind, which ſhe afterwards wrote : Man 
of theſe, herewith printed, being Meditations 
according to the Frame and Exercile of her 


Spirit, when thus compoſed, 


Neither did ſhe neglect publick Opportunities 
to worſhip God; for the was diligent in frequent- 
ing religious Meetings, not being apt to omit any, 


unleſs upon an extraordinary Occaſion. Nor did 


ſhe ſuffer her Eyes to wander, which the Mind 
too often accompanies ; but the Compoſedneſs of 
her Countenance, ſhewed the Sedateneſs of her 
well exerciſed Mind : And the good Improve- 
ment ſhe mace of publick and private Devotion, 
her innocent and chriſtian Lite did clearly diſ— 
cover; which ſhe well began in her early Years, 
and manifeſted her Progreſs therein, by her 
Conſtancy and Perſeverance to the End, which 
crowns all; for "lis he that endures to the End, 
that ſhall be ſaved : This ſhe had a Regard to, 


more than the fading Enjoyments of this uncer- 


tain World ; and, I believe, ſhe was in a good 


Condition . Weh ſhe left it, and laid down her 


Head in Peace with the Lord, leaving a good 


Savour behind her. 


She was one who willingly and chearfully ſuf- 
fered for the Truth, encouraging others to do the 


like, both by Precept and Example : One juſt, 


honeſt, and true to her Word, temperate and ſelt- 
denying 3 
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Concerning Mary Mollineux. 


denying; keeping within the Limits preſcribed 
for Health, which ſhe regarded, more than to 
gratify a luxurious Appetite : Solid and grave in 


ber Carriage, mixt with an innocent Chearful- 
neſs; not formally auſtere ; yet rather reſerv'd, 
than over-free; baſhful, than bold. 


To conclude, ſhe was one whoſe Modeſty, 


Charity, Friendſhip, and religious Converſation, 


came not ſhort of her excellent Writings; to 
which I refer the Reader, for a fuller Character 
of their Author than I am capable of giving : 
Her own Pen having diſcovered the rich Treaſure 
of her pious Mind, But what I have written, is 
from an experimental Knowledge of her; and 
no one, I believe, knew her better than myſelf : 
For ſhe was as much without Reſerve to me, I 
think, as one Friend could be to another ; for 
we loved entirely, communicated our Minds and 
Exerciſes to each other freely, adviſing with one 
another on moſt Occafions : And great was our 
Nearneſs and Unity of Spirit, in the Truth ; yea, 
great her Concern for my Welfare, whick ſhe 
zealouſly labour'd for; as the many Letters, 
both in Verſe and Proſe, to me writ, and here- 


with printed, largely demonſtrate. 


And tho? Verſe is not ſo commonly uſed in divine 
Subjects as Proſe, and but too much abuſed by 


the extravagant Wits of the Age; yet ſhe, Jike a 


{ſkilful Chymiſt, had learned to ſeparate the purer 
Spirits, and more refined Parts of Poetry, from 
the earthly, worthleſs Droſs; and made Ule of 
her Gitt, rather to convince and prevail upon the 
Mind, to affect and raiſe the Soul upon the Wings 
of divine Contemplation, than to pleaſe the airy 
a Mes | Fancy 
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Frances Owen her Teftimon y 
Fancy with Strains of Wit, and unprofitable In- 
vention; which ſhe was ever careful to avoid. 
And tho' living Teſtimonies to the Truth are 
numerous, yet few extant in Verſe, which hath an 


harmonious delightful Faculty in it, that influ- 


ences the Minds of ſome more than Proſe, eſpe- 
cially young People, and is more apt to imprint 
itſelf in the Memory: Therefore her Subject 
being divine, and ſo ſenſibly and ſolidly managtd; 
as it hath been of Service to thoſe few who have 
had the Peruſal of it, ſo, I hope, will be attended 
with a general Benefit. 

And having reaped no ſmall Advantage thereby 
myſelf, could do no leſs, than recommend her 
worthy Labours, and exemplary Life, to others, 
as a Pattern well worth following. For her Ac- 
quaintance may ſay of her, as was ſaid of Ruth, 
The City of my People doth know that ſhe was a 
viriuous Woman. And being a good Inſtrument 
in the Hand of the Lord to me, having alſo been 
much comforted, encouraged, and refreſhed by 
her Verſes, my Deſire is, That the Lord may fo 
bleſs them to Poſterity, that they may reap ſuch 
an Advantage by them, as may tend to the 
Promotion of Truth, and the Good of Souls in 


general. : 


Which is the ſincere Deſire of an univerſal Mell. 
wiſher to all Mankind, 


FRANCES OwEN, 


Rigate, the 20th of the 
hird Month, 1701. 
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[TESTIMONY 


Concerning my dear Friend 


MART MOLLINEAUXM. 


S concerning my dearly beloved Friend, 
Mary Mollineux, I have more to teſtify 


than I ſhall commit to Writing, having had in- 


timate Acquaintance and Fellowſhip with her 
above ſixteen Years ; in all which Time, her 
grave, virtuous, modeſt Life and Converſation, 
deſerveth firgular Remembrance; becauſe her 
tiriendſy Communication, Conference, and De- 
portment, was always ſolid, ſenſible, and ten- 
der, mixt with a feeling and ſympathizing Love 


to her Friends, in all Exerciſes and A fflictions: 


She was one, to whom I could freely impart my 
Mind and Concerrs, in any Exerciſes ; as I often 
have donc, to my Comtort and Refreſhment. 
My Heart is moved, in the Remembrance of her 


Faithfulgeis and Iategrity, from the Day that I 


was firſt acquainted with her, with Sorrow for 


the Loſs of lo ncar a Friend; who, although ſhe 
was plentifully endued wich many worthy Gitts 


and Paris, both natural and ipiritual, yet J 
never knew her lifted up in any of them, nor 
Exalted above her Meaſure; but rather reſerv- 
ed, than in any Wiſe forwardly divulging her 
Gifts to the publick Cenſure, without weighty 
Conſideration; 


Tryal Ryder's Teſtimony YH. 
Conſideration ; ſo that ſhe would not caſt ger 
Pearls before Swine : Yet not ſo much reſerved, 
but that to her near intimate Friends, whom ſhe 
knew in the Fellowſhip and Bond of Truth, ſhe 
was very free and tender. I remember, that 
ſeveral Years ago, when ſhe was a ſingle Woman, 
upon the Peruſal of ſome Copies of her Verſes 
which ſhe gave me, I felt ſuch Unity of Spirit 
with them, that I ſaid, I thought they might be 
of Service, if made publick in print; but ſhe was 
not then free that her Name ſhould be expoſed ; 
ſhe not ſeeking Praiſe amongſt Men, but to com- 

municate the Exerciſe of peculiar Gifts amongſt 
her near Friends and Acquaintance ; but now, 
fince it hath pleaſed the Lord to remove her 
out of the earthly Tabernacle, into everlaſting 
Reſt, in which I am well ſatisfied ſhe is for ever 
bleſſed, I think it would be very ungrateful to 
her Memory, and alſo a wronging of others, to 
keep ſuch worthy Things unpubliſhed 3; with 
which, I believe, the moſt that are of open Un- 
derftandings, and unprejudiced Hearts, will have 
(in ſome meaſure) Unity. I deſire and hope, 

they may truly tend to the Benefit of all moderate | 
Readers, and to the Praiſe of Him, who is the , 7 
only Author of every good and perfect Gift. 1 
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And fo T reſt a Well. wiſber to all Mankind ; but 
more eſpecially to the Houſbold of Faith. 
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S worthy Mollineux now fall'n aſleep, 

In true Contentedneſ5, and Silence deep? 
Her noble bleſſed Soul yet lives above, 
I everlaſting Bliſs, i' th Father's Love; 
I bere ſhe doth reſt, whilſt we ourſelves bemoan 
Our Loſs of ber, in Viriue ſo well known, 
And ſtill her Memory remains alive 
I iÞ Hearts of all her Friends, who do ſurvive; 

M bo knew her virous Mind, Life, Words, and Way, 
"That from her tender Youth fhe did not ſtray d 
From V iſdom's Voice and Didtates in ber Heart, 
M hereby ſhe was enabled to impart 
Some Fruits thereof, while ſhe was very young, 
Jo ſuch as ſaw to what it did belong: 
The tender noble Seed of Grace and Truth, 
Did freely ſpring, when ſhe was in her Youth ;, 
And grew in her, as ſhe increasd in Tears, 
Bringing forth Fruit as by ber Book appears : 
Of which à Teftimony reſts behind, 

As they that read her Lines may fully find. 
She did not ſtrive, nor glory, to appear 

In Gifts or Parts, but ſtill to live in Fear; 
bence Wiſdom's known io have a true Beginning, 
And in the ſame ſhe made a faithful Ending. 


T. R. 
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thereof, whilſt we were both Priſoners there; 


in Company with her ſeveral Times, beſore I ex-, 
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Concerning my late Wife 


MARY MOLLINEU X, 
DECEASED. T 


Oncerning my dear, loving, and late de- 
cealed Wife, Mary Mollineux, formerly 
Mary Southworth, whom I took in Marriage on 
the tenth Day of the Second Month, 1655.1 
was firſt acquainted with her at Lancaſter- 
Caſtle, where we both at one Time were Pri- 
ſoners, for being at a peaceable religious Meeting 
of the People call'd Quakers, in the Year 1684, 
(tho? we had ſeen each other before.) In which 
Impriſonment, I believed that ſhe ſhould be my; * 
Wife; but never intended to cxpreſs any Thing 


and after ſhe was releaſed, I ſaw her, and was 


_ er hg — 
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preſſed any Thing of my Concern to take her. to 
be my Wife; ſeveral conſiderable Men having 
an to prevail with her on that 
\ ccount : And during the whole Time of my 
Acquaintance with her, which was above eleven 
Years, her Life and Converſation was ſerious, 
innocent, ſweet and ſavoury ; and ſhe was very 
loving, diligent, tender-hearted, and kindly af- 

fectionate 


Concerning his late Wife. 


fectionate towards me, and our Children; and 
enerally loving and tender towards all People, 
eſpecially ſuch as were in any Diſtreſs, Sickneſs, 
or Affliction, tho? never ſo poor; and the Lord 
bleſſed her Endeavours, as well in Advice, as 
Adminiſtration of Remedies, to ſeveral ; ſo that 
they have acknowledged their Recoveries to have 
been thereby, through his Bleſſing: And what 
ſhe did therein, was tree. She was very careful, 
that nothing of Evil might get a Place in her 
Children, or in any with whom ſhe was con- 
cerned : And therefore good Advice and Ad- 
monition ſhe frequently gave, which many re- 
ceived in Love and good Eſteem of her. The 
Lord opened her Underſtanding, and enlarged 
her Capacity, in a great Degree, upon ſeveral Ac- 
counts; yet her Mind was not lifted up thereby, 
ſo as to glory in her Gifts or Parts; but, learn- 
ing of Chriſt, the Truth, to be /owly in Heart, 
ſhe choſe rather to appear little ro Men. She 
was very conſtant and cordial to her Friends, 
and true in concealing of Secrets. She was often 
concerned to make Peace amongſt them that 
were at Difference, and often prevailed therein. 
She was plain and free in ſpeaking to the Faces 
of any, bur abhorred to reproach any in ſectet. 
Her Heart was inclined towards God, therefore, 
ſhe was juſt in her Dealing, with all P-ople with 
whom ſhe had to do. She was convinced of 
the Way of Truth in her Youth, by the Light 
or inward Appearance of Chriſt in her Heart, 
which ſhe loved; and therefore ſhe retaining 
her Integrity to the End of her Time (a Crown 
of endleis Life and Glory, I believe, the Lord 
B hath 
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hath beſtowed upon her. She was very noble 
in ſuſlering Perlecution for the Teſtimony of 
Truth, and enduring hard Exerciſes, occaſ- 
oned by my ſeveral Impriſonments for the ſame 
Cauſe, whilſt ſhe was my Wife. And through 
ſeveral Sicknefles and Afflictions the Lord ſup- 


ported her, to p:rievere in Patience, Faithful- - | 


nels and Conſtancy to him. She was very 

unctual in Performance of her Undertakings, 
and quick, diſcrect, and diligent in her Buſinels 
yet ſtill ſhe uſed to take a Time for private Re- 


tirement ih Evenings alone (except I was with 


her) to wait upon, and feel after the Lord, in 
the Gitt of his Light, Love and Grace in her 
Heart; and to ſee that, with the wiſe Virgins, 
ſhe had Oil in her burning Lamp, that it might 
not go out; but that ſhe might be ready to en- 
ter into the Marriage Chamber, whenſoever the 
Lord, the Bridegroom of her Soul, came. She 
was alſo very diligent, in attending the Aſſem— 
blics of the People of God called Qnakers, with 
them to meet in the Name, Power, Light and 
Spirit of the Lord, to wait upon him, to be 
opened by him, and to receive Refreſhment, 


/ 


Strength and Comfort from. him, and to feel 


the Renewings of his Love and Goodneſs in her 
Soul. And that Day Week next before her laſt 


Ilneſs ſeized her (after a more than uſual man- 


ner) ſhe ſaid ro me, That the feeling and enjoying 
of the ſweet eternal Love of God in her Heart, was 
more Precious to her, than all other Things that could 


be enjoyed, &c. She was concerned in her Spirit, 


that many, with her, and all that are faithful to 
God, might come to taſte and ſee how good the 
5 Lad 


0 a 2 —_ 5 
1 x 1 * * — 2 . 2 1 288 a. Ix a 1 Rt —— CI — 
— 2 3 4 x v% © x3 5 $ * 2d a ada 3 * * 433 a 5 AD 3 3 2 — 
. 3 5 4 2 — * : * - > $7 — 0 28 : : \ 
E Ts” £* Ws J ** | . tht” - ö e 
8 kx WINE r 230 * v. 0 : 4 NT —. 


. 


__ 
a7 7 


io ol 
I- 


f © Lord is; and upon that Account, her Words, 
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Concerning his late Wife, 


vincement, Strengthning and Encouragement of 


ſome to ſeek after the Lord, and his bleſſed Way 
and Truth, inwardly revealed, and to be re- 
2 vealed ; wherein many have found great Satis- 
faction and Cauſe of Rejoicing. And that many 


more may receive Benefit by her Writings, I 


Jam deſirous and concerned to publiſh them, and 
refer all ſober Readers, in the Fear of God, to 
2 peruſe them; not doubting but ſuch may receive 
Advantage thereby; tho' ſhe was not free to 
commit them to publick View in her Life-time, 
yet ſhe had nothing againſt the publiſhing thereof 


alterwards, 
And now I ſhall give a brief Account of what 


I was and am a Witneſs of, concerning her laſt 
* neſs; and ſome of the ſweet, ſenſible and 
precious Words which ſhe ſpake in the Time 
thereof, being very ſenſible to the End; fo 


that ſhe ſpake no impertinent or uoſenſible Word 
therein, that I know of, who conſtantly attended 
her. 5 x 
Upon the eighth Day of the Tenth Month, 
10695, ſhe was feized with violent Pain and 


* Sickneſs, which continued, ſometimes more, and 


ſometimes leſs : And one Morning, Won after, 
ſhe ſaid ro me thus; I have had ſuch a Dream, as 
1 bave ſeldom bad; it is an Emblem of my Life. 
And then ſhe told it me thus; viz. She dreamed, 


that ſhe was going at the Side of a pleaſant broad 


River, and ſometimes ſhe came to Breaches ;, which, 
Brooks running into the River, or the like, had made 
"ow B 2 upon 
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upon the Shore of it; which Breaches ſhe paſſed over, 0 


1 
5. 


A 


* Fer 


but ſometimes with Difficulty, and then ran faſt on Kit 


ſtill, till ſhe came to another Breach, and having 
paſſed ſeveral Breaches, ſome greater, and ſome leſſer, 
al laſt, ſhe came to a Breach which was greater than 
any of the reſt, and ſhe ſaid within herſelf, how ſhall 
1 get over thisBreach ? But vet ſhe went on, and paſſed 
through it, and it was fair on the other Side; and ſhe 
awaked, No, as ſhe looked upon this Dream to 
be an Emblem of her Life, ſo I cannot (nor could 
not, ſince ſhe told it me) expound it otherwiſe 
chan thus, viz. That the pleaſant broad River, 
ſig: ificd the Lord her Creator, (who is to his 
Pcople a Place of broad Rivers, Ila. xxxi. 21.) 
and the Shore thereof, upon which ſhe walked, 
ſignificd Time; and the Breaches, which ſhe 
paſſed over, were the Difficulties and Affictions 
which ſhe paſſed through in her Time; and the 
laſt and greateſt Breach, which ſhe came to, and 
paſſcd over, ſignified her laſt Sickneſs and Death. 
From which Dream (as a ſignificant Parable) all 


may learn and conſider, how faſt they are haſt- 


ning, or running, towards their laſt and greateſt 
Breach; even the Death, or Diſſolution of their 
earthly Tabernacles; and none knoweth how 
near they are to it. About nine Days after her 
laid Ilneſs began, ſhe ſaid to me thus, viz. I am 
well content, if the Lord jee meet, that he take me 
away b this Diſtemper, rather than lo be in this 
Pain; for my Pain is greal, and I know not what in 
this World 1 can deſire to flay to enjoy, except it be 
ny Love, and my little Lads ; meaning Me, and 
our two Children: Of whom ſhe then laid thus; 
I Hculd rather have my Children enriched with the 

| Fear 


A / Hi. 


7 


ned 


Iz 


|” 

1 In 
1 

* . 
"28 


4 
ö | 
"; 


: 


* 
. 
Foy 

| 
1 


FF . "Wy 6 20, OY 8 W- 


RS 
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Fear of the Lord, than with all manner of world!y 
# Riches. About the ſame Time ſhe ſaid, I am 
thinking of honeſt Richard Johnſon (who was 1 
near Friend to us) that ſlept much of the Time of his 
| 1ineſs before his Departure; methinks it Jjeemeth 
| like an eaſy Paſſage. And foon after that, ſhe 
began to be inclin'd to Sleepineſs, and fl-pt more 


F and more till the End; yer, at her awaking, was 
= ſtill ſenſible and chearful : And tho? ſhe was daily 


weaker and weaker, yet ſhe would {till fir up 


2 five or ſix, or more, Hours in the Evenings, and 
2 diſcourſe freely and chearfully, till within five 


Days of her Departure. I often defired her to ac- 
cept of the Advice of ſome Phyſician, but ſhe was 


till averſe thereto in this nels, tho“ in others ſhe 
had complicd, On the 20th Day of her lneſs, in 


the Evening, diſcourſing v-ry freely (as former y) 


| ſhe told me, She was well /ati;fied, that if the e 


7 rook ber away by that Diſtem er, {he ſhould be eter- 
'# nally bappy ; with many other ſenſible and com- 
fortable E-xpreflions: Tho? ſhe was ſo weak, that 
the ſame Evening, about the eleventh Hour, 1 


thought ſhe had been departing; but in a little 


$ Time, recovering her Breath, ſhe ſpoke chear- 


fully, and ſlept. At her awaking, that Night, I 
aſked her, How ſhe was? She anſwered, Through 
Mercy, indifferent. And after a little Pauſe, ſhe 
very ſenſibly ſaid, Amiftum iri, vel Amiciendum 


4 ; e; which is in Eng liſh, To be cloathed hereafter, 


in two Expreſſions of it: Whereby I underſtood, 
that ſhe was minding how the Lord would 
cloath her hereafter, when her mortal Cloathing 
was put off. Then I deſired her, in Engliſh 


Words, (tor they that were preicar, e 
B 3 not 


Henry Mollineux's Teſtimony 


not Latin) that if ſhe had any Thing in her Mind, 
eithcr concerning her Children, or any other . 
Thing, farther to communicate to me, that ſne 
would do it; but ſhe (as if al] outward Things 
were then out of her Thoughts) quickly replied 2 
in Latin, ſaying, H ſpealeſt thou ſuch Things? 
Dojt not thou unde tand me ? I anſwered in Latin, 


Yes, I very well underſtand thee, and that thou 44 
ſprakeſt of ſpiritual Things: She anſwered, Zes, 2 


but ſhe had nothing, concerning outward Things, 
farther to communicale to me, I he next Morning, b 
about the ninth Hour, I again thought ſhe bad * Hou 
been departing 3 but after a little T. ime, ſome- 
what recovering her Breath, and ſceing me ex- 
preſs, to Friends that were preſent, ſomething 
of my Concern for her, ſhe ſaid to me, Ne nimis 
ſolicitus eſto; that is, in Engliſh, Be not thou over- 7 
much careful, or troubled, which Advice took Þ} by 
Impreſſion in my Heart: And that was the laſt © 
Latin Sentence that ſhe ſpake, that I know of; | Wo 
and ſhe never ſpake in Zain, in this Ilnefs, that 
I remember, except when Company was preſent, 
tha: ſhe would ſpeak only to me: A little after, 
moſt of the Company being gone our, I aſked * 
her, How ſhe was? She anfwered, Drawing 
nearer and nearer. And many ſweet and loving 
Sentences ſhe ſpake to me that Day, and the Day (7 
next after; but aſterwards was icarcely able to 
anſwer to any Queſtion, but continued moſtly 
ſleeping as it were, ſweetly and quictly: And on 
the zd Day of the Eleventh Month, 1695, in the | 
Evening, ſhe departed without the leaſt Sigh, 
or Groan. 
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And ſo, though the Lord, who, in his Love, 


Joined us together, and gave us for Bleſſings to 


each other, and bleſſed us with the abundant 
Increaſe of his Love in our Hearts, «even to the 
End of her Time, hath ſeen meet to take from me 


|; ; her Company, which I valued above all other 


tem oral Enjoy ments; the Loſs whereof is great 
to me: Yet being ſatisfied that ſhe is entered into 
Reſt, in the Boſom of God's L ove, with him to 


live in Peace and Happineſs for ever ; and allo, 


being clear, in that, through his Aſſiſtance, ac- 


Te 
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9 ' cording to the Underſtan ing given me, I have 


endeavoured fully to diſcharge my Duty of en- 
deared Love to her, in every Reſpect, in her laſt 
| well as former) Exerciſes ; therefore I am, in 
the Love of God, comforted, and can cheartully 


and freely ſay, The Lord's Will is worthy to be 


done in all Things, and his Name to be bleſſed, 


* 


77 


9 nales and magnified, over all, for ever, 


By HENRY MoLLINEUX, 
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A few Words more, in Remembrance of my 
dear Wife, M. Mollineux, 


HO it may ſeem io ſome that read my Lines 
As a delighifut Thing, becauſe their Minds 
Still their Enjoymenis have ; yet they muſt know 
No laſting Fovs remain in Things below, 
The Sythe of Time, Death, parteth Friend from Friend, 
But lo true Friendſhip cannot put an End 
Though Friends ſurviving Exerciſe may find, 
Whoſe Friends remov'd, whilſt they remain behind. 
My Friend, my Friend, my deareſt Friend, my Wife, 
The greateſt Joy and Comfort of my Life, 
In Viſibles, is now remov'd from me : 
Tboug o, as one deſtitute of Hope, J ſee, 
No Cauſe to mourn for ber; but ſure I may 
Be, for my Loſs, concern'd : Yet this can ſay, 
* The Lord bath giv'n, the Lord hath took again, © 
Fligh Praiſes ſtil be to his glorious Name, 5 
Tho" mine's the Loſs, hers is the endleſs Gain, 
Although io me my Loſs to bear is hard, 
Tet am I from Repining quite debarr'd , 
The Lord doth with his Goodneſs fo ſupply, 
My Soul ſhall ever praiſe him, till I gie. 
Bleſs'd be the Day, wherein my Love abounded, 
At firſt to her, and Friendſhip firm was founded, 
In our wiiled Flearts, my faithjul Friend ! 
Friendſbip *twixt thre and me ſhall never end. 
She was my Wiſe for full ten Years, (alas, 
Short Time !) which we in tender Love did paſs 
Endearingly, Wiich in cur Ficarls was ſown, 
Some Time before, by the Eternal One 
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7 Concerning his late Wife. 
__ hich, living in our Boſoms, did increaſe, 
— Until the Time of her deplor'd Deceaſe, 
1 2 now's as freſb as ever. Surely hes, . 
| V wrote of Friend hip, Love's extream Degree, 
"( Athough with Life, her Pen was much ſublim'd, 
es 72. did not, as her Boſom held it, find 
* Words half ſufficient, fully to declare 
{ The faithful Love ſhe to * Friend did bear. 
True, Tender bearted, in Affection kind, 
Exceeding diligent, and much inclin'd 
j All for to ſerve in Love; but much more me, 
Jo whom ſhe had comply'd my Wife 1o be. 
: 9 She to the Age of thirty four Pears ſtaid 
1 A modeſt. chaſte, reſerv'd, ingenious Maid; 
= Who did not only write of Modeſty, 
In Words profound) and ſpotleſs Chaſtity, 


But in Example was, as well as Words, 

A Pattern ia the ſame : Wherein accords 
4 Hier Life. Works, Writings, Words, true, lovely, ſweet, 
I bich in conciunalte Harmony did meet. 

# And as ſhe wrote of Worſhip, Truth, and Zeal, 
* With Courage bold for God, ſbe did not fail, 
Being by his Arm upheld, when deeply prov'd, 
= To ſtand a faithful Witneſs : For bs lowd 
3 The Praiſe of God, more than the Praiſe of Men; 
Therefore was more io him, ſcem'd leſs to them 
That did not chooſe his Fear : Wherein ſhe found 
Wiſdom to ſtop their Mouths, their Wits confound 3 
Though of 5 chief in Babel's Learning, they 
Staod as amaz'd, and knew not what 10 fay. 
A Biſhop of two Counties Dioceſs 

Fler queſtion*d, ſhe repli'd, he proved this © 

His Ch plain then (the Maſter's Cauſe to mend) 
Attempting io diſpute, was foil*d i'“ ib End; 

| Whoſe 
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Whoſe Brother (being Lawyer) preſent cry d, * 
Her Learning made her mad; when fhe reply'd, 5 ; 
He, as aſbam'd and ſpeechleſs, turn'd aſide. 9 
Thus three great learned Men, of ſubtil Wit, 
(To Silence put) did in one Hour ſubmit L- 
T* a little Woman, crown'd with Wiſdom*s Bays, \ . 
Who, in God's Fear did celebrate his Praiſe, ; 
Declaring boldly gainſt that Worſhip, which 
God neer ſet up, that makes its Merchants rich. 
She lov'd the precious Truth (plac'd in her Heart) 
For which ſhe was impriſon'd; but the Smart 

Its Adverſaries felt : For Joy to her 

Thereby accru'd, who did its Canſe prefer 

Before all Tranſatories. And, when I 

Was Prijoner for the ſame, it was my Joy, 

That fhe great Exerciſe did nobly bear, 

Therein rejoycing in God's holy Fear: 

Though for her Sake, Grief pierced oft my Mind, 
When JI the Senſe did of her Suffering find, 


90 deep, that from mine Eyes my Sleep withdrew, = 
And ſecret Tears did frequently purſue : 4 | 
Zea, without outward Notice, once was I, $ 
When ſhe was by Diſtemper, like lo die, | A 
Made ſenſible thereof, though in the Goal, A 
Diſtant near forty Miles, and did condole ; it 
And for her 10 the Lord 1 pray'd, whoſe Ear ft 


Was open, and through Prifes wall: did hear: x 
And he releas'd her from her Malady, 4 
And me from Priſon, her again io ſce; 
Though then confin'd, as firm as Men could tye; 
Praiſes be to God's Name wernally. 

She ſweetly wrote of Charity divine, 

Which in her Heart and Life did clearly Sie 


More 
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. x 2 bright, than in her Wards; which did extend, 
In ber, to Poor and Rich, to Foe and Friend; 

2. all in Pininueſs fhe, with due Reſpect, 
Vid freely ſhew ber Senſe ;, but to reflect 

FT Gainft ans, being abſent, did eſchery ; 
ys, © Charity lang ht her belter Things to do. 
17 ary. in Auction, ſhe was free 

Aa ce to give, or Help with Remedy, 
n here hir Endeavours could ; which God did bleſs, 
5 4 Remarkably, with the defir'd Suc efs : 
2 Zea, ſometimes, when Phyſicians had been tryd, 
4 Much Munes 0 and ill the Cure deny d 
3 To their Perfurmaiice, ſhe in Freeneſs gave 
N hat, from Diſtempers dreadſul, prov'd to ſave. 
Bu Charity in her did farther move 
ler tender Heart, in ſympathizing Love, 
To uſe her Tongue or Pen, a Word to give 
= To Minds in Exerciſe : 3 which did relieve, 

2 Convince, or ſatisfy, and ſtrengthen ſome, 

3 The Race of Virtue in their Time to run. 
For which, ſome have good Cauſe to bleſs the Name 
Of God. from whom theſe F/ords with Virtue came. 
» This is not writ lo magnify her Praiſe, 

* The Praiſe belongs to God, who firſt did raiſe 
Her Mind, from Things belies to feer his Truth, 
hd in ber Heart, in Time of tender Youth ; 
1 HL rich, truly ſought, he found, and prized more 
8 Then Owhir's Gold, or Pearls of Indian-Shore. 
This taught ber to diſcern the Way of God, 
From N 2ys of Men; this made her love his Rod: 
This gave her Knowledge of her Duty right 
Unto the Lord; this gave ber alſo Sight 
Into the Properties of needful Things, 
Of many kinds, that Mortals Comfort brings : 
55 This 
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ii This gave her, in ber tender Years, to ſee 
1 The frail Eſtate of poor Mortality; 
1h The Senſe whereof ſhe daily did retain, 
5 Striving, with earneſt Diligence, to gain 
Wt | The precious Pearl of Immortality. 
i As if ſhe knew how ſhort her Time ſhould be ; 
il | In hope of which, when painful Death aſſail'd 
1 Her mortal Part, her Courage never fail d, 
x But did (with Senſe as ſound as ever) ſhew 

Her true Content, and Satisfaction too. 

To leave this World, of true Felicity, 

To be poſſeſs'd to all Eternity. 

O may, with me, her Off-ſpring ſtill remain 
In God's pure Fear, eternal Life do gain: 

Then, this ſhort Time once paſt, we may in Peace, 
Live with the Fuſt, where Toys ſhall never ceaſe ; 
Where we, with her, may living Praiſes ſing 
© 1 For ever tio the LORD, the heavenly King. 
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2 he follows ng Relation, touching ſome Diſcourſe 
3 that (upon Occafion) ſhe had with Doctor 
Stratford (ſo called) Biſhop of the Dioceſs of 
> Cheſhire and Lancaſhire, &c, 

Civen forth and atteſted by my Kinſman Henry 
J Mollineux, who was there preſent, viz. 


PON the 18th Day of the Twelfth Month 
4 1690, I and A Neighbour were 
talen Priloners, and brought to Lancaſter Jail, 
upon a Writ De Excommunicato Capiendo, for 
not appearing at the Biſhop's Court in Cheſter ; 
3 gchough willing to appear, but had no Citation 
Z ſhewed us, nor lawful Notice given: Ot which 
A Proceedings (it being witneſſed under the Hands 
of ſeveral who were preſent when ſuch Notice 
3 was pretended to be given) ſhe acquainted the 
3 ſaid Biſhop, he being at Ormfirk, near our 
© Dwelling, in the Sixth Month 1691, and it was 
ſo evidently manifeſted to him, that he ſeemed 
ſatisfied of the Truth thereof, and ſaid, They who | 
2 /orld have given the Notice, were 10 be blaimed, &c. 
q And moderately diſcourſing with her, he ſaid, 
3 If ſhe would come to his Dwelling- houſe in Wigan, 
within two or three Weeks, when be had conferred 
with his Chancellor, if he could find out any Way 10 
do it, he would do any Kindneſs therein that lay in 
his Power for her. Now that which ſhe deſired, 
was, that the Priſoners might be admitted in 
his Court to put in their Appearance; for 
want of which they were impriſoned. So, u 
on his Advice, on the 24th Day of the auth 
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ſake : He required her to ſhew him ſome Scrip- 


. ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, touch not the unclean Thing, 


believed, and were convinced, that it was not 


A Relation of a Diſcourſe, &c. 


Month 1691, ſhe went to the Biſhop”: Houſe @, 
in Wigan, to receive his Anſwer z where he 
again diſcourſed with her, and ſcemed willing 
that the Priſoners might be admitted to put in 
their Appearance; but his Chancellor's Deputy 
there concluded, that they could not be ſo ad- 5 
mitted. Then the Biſhop aſked her. Why they . 

could not pay the Church-leys, (for that was the % 
Cauſe for which we were proſecuted) ſhe an- . 
ſwered, They could not pay them for Conſcience- 


ture for it; then ſhe aſked him to ſhew her any 
Precept or Example in the Scriptures, that the 
Jews, or any of the People of God, ever offered 
ro compel any other People to pay towards the 
upholding of their Worſhip, or Worſhip. houſes, 
or Temples? The Biſhop replied, The? he could 
not do that, yet what Scripture have you for it, (laid * 


he) th you cannot pay to ours for Conſcience ate? A. 
She anſwering, ſaid, I will ofter thee Scripture i. 
for it, and it is this: Ir is ſaid in the Scriptures, . 


Come out from among them, (my People) and be ye . 


and I will receive you, (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. Rev. 
xviii. 4.) Now (ſaid ſhe) if we had believed that 
you, in your Worſhip, had been right, we had 
not come out from amongſt you; but becauſe we 


right, and therefore are come out from amongſt 
you, we dare not for Conſcience-ſake touch with 
you; but if we ſhould pay towards your Worſhip, 
or Worſhip-houſes, we ſhould both touch and 
uphold. To which Anſwer, the Biſhop made no 


Reply; but he ſaid to his Chancellor's Deputy, 


1 pray 


1 


1 A Relation of a Diſcourſe, &c. 
pray you, Mr. Preſcot, if you can find out any way, 
bat they may put in their Appearance, that they may 
ng have their Liberty, let it be done; and do what Kind- 
% you can for them : And ſo he went his way. 
he Biſhop could give no Scripture, in Anſwer to 
| Ser Queſtion 3 but ſhe anſwered his Queſtion with 
$criprure, fo that he made no Reply: And ſhe, to 
2 His Face, bore a faithful Teſtimony againſt their 
© Worſhip, which is preſcribed by Men; whichTef- 
FHimony the Biſhop did not contradict. And there 
being then preſent, one Eutwiſtle, the Biſhop's 
. 4 Thaplain, ſo called, and his Brother Entwiſtle, 
ny A Lawyer, and another Prieſt, and the Biſhop's 
Daughter: when the Biſhop was gone, and ſhe 
and her Kinſman were come out of the Houſe, and 
55 ere going away, they all four followed; and the 
aid Chaplain, or Prieſt Eulwiſtle, began, and en- 
aged with her in a D:ſpuce concerning Religion; 
nd in about half an Hour, or leſs, he wasdo ta- 
Xen and confounded in his own Arguments, that 
his Mouth was ſtopped ; which his Brother, the 


W | awyer ſeeing, as it were to excuſe him, ſaid to 
} — ., . 

e Wim, I wonder you ſhould trouble yourſelf to diſcourſe 
85 vit h that Woman, ſhe bath ſo much Learning, it 


Snakes her mad. To which ſhe ſaid, What! do you 


4 Letter learned) now begin to vility Learning, by 
 Fvwbich you have your Honours and Preferments ? 
. YT hen the Lawyer, not ſpeaking any other Word, 
+ went away, and ſhe left them. | 

h 


Declared and Teſtiſied by my Kinſman, 


HENRY MoLLINEUX, 


50 


A Relation of ſome Paſſages, &c. 
So the Biſhop, and his Chaplain, and the Chap- 
lain's Brother, a Lawyer, were all put to Silence 
by the Wiſdom wherewith the Lord endued her, 
to 1 3 in Defence of the Cauſe of his Truth: 
Praiſes be to God for ever. 

After this, we being out of Priſon, and under- 
ſtanding that the Pariſh-Prieft was endeavouring 
to get us into it again (and ſo we were again im- 
prifoned) ſhe ſpoke theſe Words, which I then 
wrote, viz. 


Eſuriens agnis quantum concedet in agris 
Ipſe lupus, vobis jam dabit iſte miſer 3 
Crudeliſque rapax, cupidus, ſine jure, Sacerdos, 
Nummos, non Animas, curat, egetque cupit. 


Which bears the Signification following, viz. 
Even what the hungry Wolf in Field would do 
To feeding Lambs, ſo will the Wretch io you : 

The cruel Prieſt, fierce, covetous, unjuſt, 
For Money, not for Souls, doth cath and lyſt. 


And ſo, in getting us into Priſon again, the 


Prieſt obtained his Point ; but he miſſed of his 


Prey, and never got it. 


Many were the loving, ſweet and cenkible 


' Epiſtles, that ſhe ſent to me, when in Priſon ; 
ever ſhewing her free Reſignation to the Will of 
the Lord, in all her Exerciſes, which then were 
great; and with much Cheerfulneſs and Patience 
ſhe went through them. And ſince her Deceaſe, 
I found theſe followiog Lines, which the had 
written; viz. 


T 


SOD NNA NN 


eee 


* vo jome Paſſages, &c. 
22  fome on furious Waves be often toſ'd, 
And by the ſtormy Winds oppos'd and croſi' d, 
And walch'd by roving Pirates; ſurely they 
Are kept by one, whom Winds and Waves obey : 
Tho ſometimes exercis'd, thereby to learn 

Who guards and ſits as Pilot at the Stern, 
And with his Arm of Power doth interpoſe 
Beltwixt his Children and their wond'ring Foes, 
O who would not love, honour, and depend, 
On ſuch a potent, ſuch a conſtant Friend ! 


So ſhe depended upon the Lord, and he pre- 
ſerved her. 


In a Letter dated the gth of the Twelfth Month, 
1691, ſhe ſent to me in Priſon theſe Lines, viz, 
J. 
Qui mnocent Sandtis, Dominus locutus, 
Hi ſui tangunt Oculi Pupillam, 
Sentient iram, quoque reddet iſtis 
Præmia dira. 
II. 


Si Deo credis, filioque Chriſto, 

e Quiſguis es vir defipienſque rudis 

s | Cauius es ne tu Domino repugnas 
. Cordeque pugnis. 

III 


Stultus at dixit ſibi corde, nullus 

2 Deus ; ſpernens igitur doceri 

Sepe protervus ruit in ruinam 

; . Abſque timore. 
| * FE, M. M. 

She ſignified her haſte in the writing of theſe, 


cauſe the Bearer ſtaid for the Letter; and 
. „ : that 


kr kd TD 9 Ru (Þ: 


A Relation of ome = = j 
that ſhe had not made any of ſuch Quantity 
for above twenty Years before. They dear ta 
 Signification following, —_ 
The Lord, of them that hurt his Saints, doth 2 
They touch the Apple of his Eye ; and they 
Shall feel his Anger ; he will them requite 3 
With dreadful Pl en, in Death's eternal Nel. 
[ 3 
Tf thou believeſs God, and Chriſt his Son, bp 
Who#er thou art, thou rude and fooliſh Man, 
Beware, leſt thou the Lord of Heaven reſiſt, 
And fight againſt him both with Heart and Fi il 


2 — 


III. Re. 

But in his Heart the fooliſh Man hath ſaid, ; h. 
There is no God; and therefore not diſmayꝛdd t 
To ſlight bis Teachings : He, in froward rail He 
Runs fearleſs on in Ruin's dreadful Path. J in 
n 


Engliſhed by H. a She 


About a Week before her laſt IIneſs ſeized 
her, ſhe deſired me, being writing, to write theſ# 
two Lines, viz. 


Non querit laudem Vi rus, ibi debita vera eſt ö He 
Gloria, quam frendens nequit hinc depetierg tir T. 


W hich I tranſlate thus, VIZ, 


Virtue ſeeks not for Praiſe of Men, true Glory is its Pu { 
Which fretting Envy never can diſpel from Virtue iu 
H. - M, { 
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My l | | . . 

„ HE Author of this miſcellaneous Grove, 
Mi Was fruitful both in Virtue and in Love: 


Read but the following Lines, and thou may*ſtfind, 
She was the Miſtreſs of a noble Mind; 

A Soul, of more than common ſize, poſſeſs'd 
Her almoſt (I had ſaid) too narrow Breaſt. 
True to her Friend, as plainly doth appear, 
ZIn dealing plainly with her Friend ſo dear: 
She us'd no gilded Baits, no Flattery, 

No feigned Words, but plain Sincerity ; 
W hich doth beſpeak her Love, and Virtue too, 


Contended one the other to out-do, 
In Numbers ſweet, her warbling Pen hath try'd 
Unerring Truth from Error to divide: 
Her Lines, thus meaſur'd, have ſucceſsful been 
To turn the wand'ring Mind to ſearch within; 
Where that invaluable Treaſure lies, 3 
Unſought by moſt, diſcover'd to the wiſe ; © 
But yet conceal'd and hid from vult'rous Eyes, 
== T's not the common Way, I muſt confeſs, 
o write in Verſe ; although *tis ne'ertheleſs 
Lo be eſteem'd ; becaule ſome do diſdain, 
And undervalue what they can't attain : 

LA rea Ca, _ 
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To the R EAD ER. 


I'd have ſuch unadviſed ones to know, 
Their Genius perches on a lower Bough, 
For want of Wings their untun'd Souls to raife 
Unto a Pitch of Harmony and Praiſe. 
Oft have I ſeen the Lark upon the Wing, 
Toward the Sun aſcend, and ſweetly ling, 
As,if ſhe had a Tribute due to pay - 
Unto the mighty Ruler of the Day, 9 
In well-cotmpoſed Songs of-tuneful'Breath, - +» 7 
Such as the Swan repeats before her Death. = 
Thus was our Author's noble Faculty 
- Employ'd to render Thanks, in melody, I 
To Him, from whom ſhe did her Life receive; 
To Him, who never ſparingly doth give "4 
To them that, to His Praiſe, His Gifts do uſe, 7 
And with His Bleſſings don't the World abuſe. 
*T'is ſuch as theſe unto the Well can ſing, 
That bubbles up from the eternal Spring 3 # 
And theſe alone, that to themſelves ſecure 10 
A Place, where Waters fail not, and where Bread is 
I' th? Praiſe of noble Verſe, much I might ſay, f 
Which, tho' by ſome abus'd, its Value don't allay. | 
A Pear] will not the lefs a Crown adorn, A 
*Cauſe by a filthy Swine it hath been worn, 
And trampled under Foot; th? intrinſick Price 
Will till appear unto the truly wife, | 
We read in facred Writ of ſome that wore, 
The Jewels of the Lord, and play'd the Whore: 
We alſo read, how David, with his Lyre, | 
Could ſtill Saul* $ Rage, and ſooth his ſecret Fire, 
That did his Breaft inflame, and heavenly 
Thoughts inſpire 3 
How with his Verſe, he could his Mind compoſe, 
And Jull his Paſſions to a loft Repoſe. py 
| His 


* 
- * 
« * 
* 3 8 
= 


To te READER. 


{His P/alms are full of Hymns and Songs of Praiſe, 
: Prophetick myſtick Flights, in heavenly Lays ; 
Which may ſuffice to let the Reader know, 
He was a Pott, and a Prophet too. 

Mrhe wiſeſt Prince that ever fill'd a Throne, 
Or ſway'd a Scepter in the World, was one, 
Who of divine and heavenly Love has ſang 
A Song, which from th* harmonious Being ſprang, 
Therefore, kind Reader, don't pre. judge, but try, 
And then, no doubt, but in this Harmony, 
EThou'lt, to thy Comfort, Satisfaction find, 
When Diſcompoſure doth poſſeſs thy Mind. 
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An FEpI1STLE fo her Kinfwoman F. R. 


Dear Friend and Couſin, 


N the unfeigned Love, my Heart is concerned 
for thee, really deſiring thy temporal and 
eternal Welfare: I ſhould be glad indeed to be 
made inſtrumental for thy Satisfaction, in Doubts 
or Scruples; but, alas! Words or Arguments 
cannot, without the powerful Influence of the 
living eternal Word in thy own Heart, reſolve 
or diſannul the Conſultations and Reaſonings of 
this kind, that may inwardly griſe, or be by 
others ſuggeſted, unto thee: Yet this is in my 
Mind to ſignify, touching the Word [Thou] that 
beſides the Properneſs thereof, it is the Phraſe 
and Language uſed in Scripture, by ſome owned 
for a Rule; and *tis moſtly a flaviſh Fear of Men, 
that in the Hearts of thoſe that would ſhun the 
| Croſs, deters from the Uſe of it. Yet I deſire 
' WH. ;not to invite thee to a bare Formality, Sc. for 
vontil thou art convinced in thy own Mind, us 
| 2 | | rae 


ago 


- * * m 
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upp the Croſs, &c. 


| ſuch Things were in Condeſcenſion permitted, as 
_ alſo Circumciſion 3 yet the Baptiſm of Chriſt, 


2 Fruits of Retirement : Or, | 
the Day of ſmall Things is not to be deſpiſed, and 
knoweſt that Power and Love which capacitates 
and enables to undergo Trials; which are indeed 
but momentary, in compariſon of the exceeding 7 
Weight of Glory, that unto the Faithful is and 
ſhall be revealed, it ſignifies little: But it is 
written, He that will be my Diſciple, muſt take 


As for the Names of Days or Months, as now 


+ uſed, they are contrary to Scripture, where it is 
Written, the fir/# and ſecond, &c. as in John xx, © 
, 19. and in Zephaniah iii. g. there is a Promiſe, 
I will turn the People io à pure Language, &c. 

I will tate away the Names of Baalim out of ber © 


Mouth, Hol. ii. 17. A 

Now concerning outward Sacraments, as thou 
termeſt them; they indeed are outward only, and 
Shadows; but the Subſtance being come, they 
flee away. Neither can outward Water purify 


the Conſcience, nor outward Bread nouriſh the 


immortal Soul. And tho' in the Infancy of ſome, 4 


which was then ſaid to exceed Jobs's, was wit 0 


the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire, which quickens 
and purifies the Heart, Soul, and Body; which | 


7 Paul preferred before Touching, Taſting, Þ 
enn Handling, all which periſh with | 
uſing, after the Doctrines of Men, Sc. Chriſt, 


the Subſtance of all Shadows, is now by many 


witneſſed to be come, to nouriſh the inward 


'Man ; whereof the Lord alone, in his tender 
Love, can make thee truly ſenſible, as thou 
abideſt faithful to what is already revealed; 


even 


ErisTLES in Proſe. 

yen in the true Fear, the Fountain of Wiſdom, 
the chiefeft Treaſure, which the Thief can never 
4 break through to ſteal. 
g Know farther, dear Couſin, That the Secrets 
oy 125 the Lord are with them that fear bim; and, He 

that is faithful in a litile, ſhall be made Ruler over 
8 3 much: Of which gracious Privilege, that thou 


ks become a living Witneſs, is the hearty 
Deſire of 


3 | 
A 
I 


s 8 
I { Thy faithful Friend and Couſin, 
1 2 # | 
© Warrington, the 3d of the 
E Tenth Month 1678. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


HE Lord can and will preſerve thoſe that 
1 love and depend upon him, and love the 
= Light, bringing their Deeds to it, that they 
may be made manifeſt; as it is written, Epb. v. 
13. Whatſoever makes manifeſt, is Light, and that 
within revealed, even in the Heart. And as 
one of our Sex hath notably ſaid or writ, ſeveral 
Years ſince : 


He that commands himſelf, is more a Prince 
Than he that Nations keeps in Awe, 
Who yield io that which doth their Souls convinie, 

Shall never need another Law, 


* I * 
9 


vitude in Egypt's Land, the Land of Darkneſs: 
fered Loſs by conſulting with Fleſh and Blood, 


O who knows what Inſtruments the Lord is 


4 Fruits f Retirement : Or, 
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Another EP ISTLE 7 F. R. 
Dearly beloved Couſin, 


[ſtance of Place cannot eaſily cancel the 

Characters of true Friendſhip from ſolid 
Minds; eſpecially where the true Marks of 
Chriſt's Diſciples are manifeſt, viz. Love, which 
is indeed the Fulfilling of the royal Law; for 
it beareth all Things, thinks no Evil, and ſeeketh * 
not its own, but others Good: In this therefore 
is the true Perfection, which I defire we may ? 
daily more and more preſs after, and travail 
for. I am 


Thy truly loving Couſin. 


Pp EEE — 


Another EIS TI E 70 F. R. 


" Well-beloved Friend and Couſin, 


T Have received two Letters from thee, the 
i firſt of which doth ſignify thy going to a 
Meeting, where thou heardit M. Worrel, &c. 
whereot I was very glad, deſiriang the Effect 
thereof may not eaſily be raced out of Mind. 
I do dearly defire thee, not to prolong thy Ser- 


For I may tell thee with Grief, many have ſuf- Hour 


and a glorious Day hath paſſed over their Heads, 
Preparing 


kk. ans 1 LA. LJ 'S 


ö Erie rs in Proſe. . 
preparing for himſelf ? Let us wait to be made 
Veſſels of Honour for his heavenly Houſe, wherein 
the Righteous ſhall dwell in everlaſting 'Peace, 
Fand Joy unutterable, and full of Glory, in the 
Preſence of the immaculate- Lamb, who reigns 
Fin the holy City, and is alone worthy to reign 
for ever, and evermore, Amen. 
Ahl it is now no Time to delay, but flee from 
Babylon to the Rock of Ages, even to Mount 
Zion the Refuge of Jrael, the lafe Hiding place. 
here, that we may together know an eternal 
abitation, is the hearty Deſire of 


1678, Thy true Friend and Couſin. 


| 0 


— 


bs 
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Another EIS TIL E t F. R. 


Dear Couſin, | 


N that unfeigned Love that thinks no Evil, 
do I dearly ſalute thee ; hoping thou, in that, 
Avilt excuſe my Omiſſion of writing all this Time, 
hen thou conſidereſt the Cauſe, which I ſuppoſe 
Fre this, thou art informed of, viz. Some Hurry- 
Wngs of us belore Magiſtrates, for being at an 
Wvcning-meeting 3 who, having required Bonds 
For Appearance at Seſſions, we not being willing 
o enter into Bonds, tho* we promiſed to appear, 
vere many of us committed to be ſent to Lancaſter; 
e came to the Caſtle betimes the third Day of 
pur ſetting out, which was the laſt Sixth Day, 
not being wearied ſo much as ſometimes in going 
to our Monthly-meeting : Bleſſed be the Name 
ot the Lord, who preſerved 1/rae!s. Feet from 

92-43 2 iwelling 


% 


* Fruits of Retirement: Or, | 
ſwelling in their Travels of old. His Arm off C 
Power is the very ſame as ever; and we canis 
ſay, our Confinement is not grievous to us: of 
For theſe ſtrong Walls cannot ſeclude us from P 
our beſt Beloved, who is our exceeding great K 
Reward. For his Preſence is near, and his tender it 
Care over us continually, beyond Expectation, 7 K 
making our Trials eaſy. This Day we had a2 ar 
very ſweet Meeting, a good Friend being come w 
to viſit us; and we daily find ourſelves engaged S: 
to bear with Patience (if I may ſo ſay, being not o. 
proved above the Power granted us) thoſe Things he 
which are for Trials to us. Therefore, dear B 
Friend, be encouraged; for, that the Wrath of bl 
Man ſhall turn to the Praiſe of the Lord, and ſu 
the Remainder be ſurely reſtrained, is the Hope th 
and Confidence of 
Thy true Friend. 3 
Lancaſter Caſtle, the 31ſt of | 5 7 
the Fifth Month 1684, A 


| great en aboliſheth the ſmall T rouble of 


Another EP1STLE fo F. R. 
Dear Friend, 


AN any but a ſecond Self, judge how vel. 
come thy kind Epiſtle was to confined A 
Friends ? Or can ſuch an one ignore the grateful? 


Reception thereof? Surely nay. And tho? thou an 
ſeemeſt concerned (and I believe art ſo indeed) in 
for theſe our Exerciſes, yet do I really deſire 
thou mayſt rather ſympathize with me, in that 
Solace and true Satisfaction of Mind, which in 1 


Confine men, 


el 
ed 


ENISsTT RES in Proſe. =; 
Confinement, eſpecially to ſingle Perſons ; for it 


is probably more to thoſe that have the Charge 
of Families. And tho? ſometimes other Friends, 


Priſoners in the Caſtle in other Rooms, keep the 
Key of ours, and other Times the Under-Jaylor, 
it is all one to us that know 1/aePs King and 


3 Keeper to be our Guard; whoſe univerſal Love 


and Spirit penetrates the proudeſt Walls: And 


3 we can truly ſay, We lay us down and fleep in 
Safety; for the Lord ſuſtains us, and watcheth 


over us; he is our Rock and ſtrong Tower, and 
he reſtrains the Wrath of Men as he pleaſeth. 


| But it he permits us to be proved yet more, his 
Z bleſſed Will be done; he is All- ſufficient to 


ſupport, as well as ever : Let nothing diſcourage 
thee from following him, who is wiſe to prove 
whom he loves. 

I was never Priſoner before this Time, nor 


never better contented to be one; and the Lord 
2 hath preſerved me unto a ſuitable Seaſon, bleſſed 
be his Name for ever. 


As to what Act, whereby they proceed againſt 
us, I value not, they are all alike to me; it is in 
vain to wage War with them with their own 
Weapons: But the Indictment, read at the Quarter 
Seſſions, was, for riotous, routceus, and tumultuous 
Aſſembling, &c. but how they'll proceed I know 


ful ¶ not. Vet that both we and thou may know] a Will 


ous 
ed)| 
ſire 
hat 
in 
of 


nt, 


and Mind freely reſigned to the eternal Wiſdom 
in all Things, 1s the ſecret Breathings of 


Thy chearful and conſtant Friend. 
Lancaſter Caftle, the 1oth of 


the Sixth Month 1684. | ; 
HA... | | Another 


Another EPISTLE 70 F. R. 


Dear Couſin, 


1 Have received thy redoubled Tokens of L 
Friendſhip, whereby my Pen is haſtened to 
Paper ſooner than otherwiſe deſigned ; tho? not 
without a ſecret Sympathy with thee in the Ex- N 
erciſes both inward and outward, that attend, 
both from the Miſcarriages of ſome, and other : 
near Concerns. But we may not be ignorant, 
that the Entrance into the Kingdom 1s chrough | 
many Tribulations: And the Power is as ſufficient”? 
to preſerve as ever; or elſe what would become 
of us every Day? Ah! let us never forget to lean 
to it; for //aePs King was well pleaſed with | 
one that leaned on him of old, ſo that he was av. 
noted to be the Diſciple whom Jeſus loved: I ive 
O Love incomprehenſible! Who can enough| A u 
admire thee ? Poor 
Dear Friend, wait low to feel the Influence hr 
thereot every Opportunity, that ſo the Life ma Eon 
be known to capacitate our engaged Souls to 
return all the Praiſe, Honour and Glory unto 
him, to whom alone it doth belong. | 


This from thy true Friend and Couſin. | 


— 
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. 3 
Moral and Divine. 


d, 7 

er. — X — 
cb yo 

O the Fall of Man. 

IC 1 v 1 

n HE holy One did, by his Word, create 
ch Man in a bleſſed innocent Eſtate; 

s Gave him a righteous Law, whereby he might 


og ive in eternal, pure, unſtain'd Delight 
1 Hut th' Serpent, the moſt ſubtil Beaſt i' th? Field, 
oon with a Lye our Grandmother beguiPd, 


Through a vain Hope; and to Iniquity 
1 REnſlav'd poor Man, breaking the Unity 


0 WBetwixt him and his Maker; leading him 


0 Fondly to ſeek a Satisfaction in 

Self- hood, and tranſitory Things, below 

The chiefeſt Good: Whereby Man came to know 

Pad Diſappointments; whence he could not be, 

By Pow'r in Self, e'er ranſom'd or ſet free. 

But, ah, the Bowels of eternal Love 

Did then, with Pity and Compaſſion, move 
eee Towards 
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Towards his Creature, that he promiſed, _ 
The Moman's Seed ſhould bruiſe the Serpents Head: 
And, in the Time appointed, freely gave 

His darling Son a Sacrifice, to ſave 

Periſhing Mankind from that dreadful State, 
Which was lo miſerable deſperate ; 

So that believing in the heavenly Pow'r, 

He comes to know his Lord and Saviour, 
Redeeming him from Sin unto Salvation, 

And to eternal Reconciliation. 


Written 1663. 


„ 


4 ſinſul State, 
Y Sins are numberleſs, more than the Hair 
Upon my Head; yea, more than I can bear. 
O how my Soul doth languiſh in Diſtreſs, 
Becauſe polluted with Unrighteouſneſs ! 
Ah, how my wretched Heart has often been 
Enſnar'd with Folly, and enticing Sin! 
Sin, ſeeming pleaſant, ſubtilly betrays 
Poor doting Mortals; but its curſed Ways 
Lead to Death's Chambers, and like Poiſon ſweet, 
Lulls on the Soul into a laſting Sleep. 
Lord, rouſe me from ſuch Slumbers that ariſe, 
That I may this deformed Sin deſpiſe, 8 
And quite forſake all earthly Vanities, 
Which me into Temptation thus hath brought, 
That I (inſtead of Wiſdom) Folly ſought. 


O that I were at Peace with thee, and could 
Truly lament my Sins, ſo manifold ! M 
| 7 


„ 


ly 
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My Sins, which will, except thou grant Relief, 
O'erwhelm me with intolerable Grief. 


Awake, awake, my Soul, do not remain 

| In Slothfulneſs and Sin; but turn again 

To him that made thee : Do not ſtill tranſgreſs 
His holy Law; but, whilſt he calls thee, ceaſe 
From Evil, learn his Precepts, follow him, 
Who freely gave his Life thee to redeem 

From this vain World, from Sin and Slavery, 
That brings to endleſs Woe and Miſery : 

He bought thee dear, with his moſt preciousBlood, 
Shed on the Croſs for thine and others Good. 


But, ah, how oft have I deſpis'd true Joys, 

And plac'd my Heart on tranſitory Toys? 

How oft did I the glorious Pearl refuſe, 

Vile empty Huſks, that nouriſh not, to chuſe ? 

Look down upon me, and commilerate, 

Moſt gracious Lord, my lamentable State; 

And tenderly lead thou me back again 

Into the Land of Promiſe, whence I came 

Into this Land of Darkneſs ; where, alas! 

thus was brought to Bondage and Diſtreſs : 

For, ah! thou King of Kings, if thou reject me, 

Pharaoh's purſuing Hoſt will ſoon afflict me; 

And if thou help me not in this Diitrets, 

Then ſhall I periſh in the Wildernels. 

In what Egyptian Red ſca Streights am I? 

Whither, or to what Refuge, ſhall I fly, 

But unto thee ? In whom alone I muſt 

Repoſe my Confidence, and chiefeſt Truit. 

Renew my Strength, dear Lord, that ſo I may 

O'ercome my great Temptations Day by Day ; 

And ſo ſupport my Soul, that I may bear 

The World's Revilings wich a thankful Ear; 
7 3h And 
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And tut I truly may in thee rejoice, ; Ye 
Gre: Spring of Life and Light, in Heart and Voice; BW; 
Cont-ſling thee, the only Saviour, Th 


Who ſav'ſt thy People from the Dragon's Pow'r, But 
And with thy oo doft waſh and purity 1 
Our Souls from all Sin and Iniquity : 
Who art indeed the good Samaritan, 
That caſt an Eye of Pity on us, when 
The Pri:ft pabb'd by, and Levite turn'd aſide, 
And, as it were, Relief and Help deny'd : 
But thou hadſt Wine and Oil to purity, 
Supple and heal our grievous Malady. 

T hou, thou alone, the true Phyſician art, 
The Conſolation of a contrite Heart: 
Oh ſay, Be whole ; ſay likewiſe, Sin no more, 
Left worſe Afflictions happen than before : 
Say alſo, if it pleaſe thee, gracious Lord, 
(Who what thou wilt, effecteſt by thy Word) 
Thy Sin's forgiven, thy Iniquity | 
Ts cover'd; and beget true Faith in me, c | 
That I may praife thy Name eternally, 


1664. 


— 
— 


On GOD's Love. 


HE King of Kings, the great eternal One, 
Sent from his Boſom his beloved Son, 
Loſt Man to ſeek, and to reſtore ag'in, 
From the moſt vile Captivity of Sin; 
Who for our Sakes his Father's Throne forſook, That 
And, as a Servant, freely on him took, 15 
s 
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The Form of Man, and among Mortals came, 
Yea, meekly bore the Crols, deſpis'd the Shame, 
e: Walking on Earth amongſt his choſen Ones, 
The Hra'liles, beloved Jacob's Sons. 
r, But they, rebelling in diſdainful Pride, 
Their King, their Saviour diſown' d, deny'd, 
Becauſe he did not, to the ſenſual Eye, i 
JUnveil his Glory and his Majeſty. 
The Rayes that did around his Temples ſhine, 
„His Mein, his Speech, beſpoke him all divine. 
et this vain Off. ſpring did him ſtil! deny, 
Accuſe, condemn, degrade and crucify ; 
Who patiently reſign'd his Lite, his Breath, 
And, thro? his Lamb-likeSufferings, conquer *dDeath. 
| Thus they with wicked Hands did crucify 
The ſpotleſs Lamb, deſcended from on high: 
Yet him they could not long i'th' Grave detain, 
But with great Glory he arole again; 
) FAſtoniſhing the Watchmen at the Tomb, 
He, to their great Amazement, forth did come: 
ol Which, when they to the Rulers did declare, 
They charg'd them not to noiſe it in the Ear 
Of the Plebeian Multitude; but lay, 
hat his Diſciples ſtole him thence away, 
— £\hile they ſlept in the Silence of the Night. 
hus ſeeking, by Deceit, to hide the Light 
hat then was dawning, to confound its Foes 3 
But for a Leader, and a Guide, to thoſe 
hat meekly waiced for its Conſolation ; 
ne, hey have entail'd a Curſe upon their Nation. 
But 1s Glory's ſurely broken forth, 
Light to the Gentiles, ſhining in the North ; 
\s by the holy Prophet was foretold, 
bk, HTThat in the latter Days th' Almighty would, 
D 3 Call 
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Call and bring forth a Seed out of the North, B 
A then deſpiſed Corner of the Larth, V 
Should we not now, in Lowlineſs of Mind, B. 
And true Contriteneſs, wholly be reſign'd V 
Unto his Will in all Things, who hath thus 14A 
Extended his engaging Love to us, Wh 
And taſted Death for us? Alas, who can Wt 
Enough admire his boundleſs Love to Man! L 
16065, A 

| K. 

— | — — b To 

3 ö MM 

Of this Age. '9 

How doth England now polluted lie, Tt 

And deeply plunged in Iniquity ! Te 

Are not her People brutiſh and ſo vain, Tt 
That even as great Motives to complain De 
And mourn for her, as for that City was, Tc 


(Through whoſe ſad Streets our Saviour did paſs} W 
Bearing his Croſs) may now be found? For they TI 
As did the Fews, contemn the bleſſed Day Co 
Of Viſitation 3 hate the heav'nly Light, Pe. 
That ſhines in Darkneſs ; daily to difpight Th 
Unto the only Author of all Good, 
And trample under Foot the precious Blood I} Cor 


Of holy Jeſus, by the Father ſent To 
A juſt High-prieſt, a bleſſed Covenant, All 
Unto the People: Him do they deſpiſe, Th 
And on their Beds do Wickedneſs deviſe Th 


Againſt the Juſt and Innocent; for they, III 
That live uprightly, make themſelves a Prey, Th 

Alas! both Prieſts and People now are bent, 

With one Accord, God's Heritage to rent : 


But 
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But he obſerves them, and the Day draws near, 
Wherein he'll ſurely meet them, as a Bear 


Bereaved of her Whelps ; and then hell take 
Vengeance for his afflicted 1/*e/s Sake. 

And though the Prieſts, Peace unto many cry, 
They know not Peace; but ſuch as do deny 

To feed them with the Fat, they rend and tare, 
| Like thole of old; yea, cruel War prepare 
Againſt them. Thus, tor all their Learning, they 
Know not the Scripture-record (which doth ſay, 
Touch ye not mine Anointed, neither harm 

| My Prophets, for I'll guard them with the Arm 
| Of my Salvation) nor the Pow'r of God, 
That will chaſtize, as with an iron Rod, 

| The proud rebellious ones; who ſhall be known 


To be but Hirelings, whom he will not own. 


Theſe are they that, for Gain do propheſy 
| Devices of their Brain, and fpeak a Lye 


To People; yet dare ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord; 

When as they do not rightly know his Word, 

That's as a Fire and Hammer to deſtroy, 

Conſume, and batter down Iniquity. 

People, obſerving Prieſts to count their Gain 

Their Godlineſs, ruſh into all prophane 

Abominations and Impurity 3; 

Counting Religion a meer Policy 

To over-awe dull Souls, whilſt ſome enjoy 

All the Delights wherewith Earth can ſupply 

Their ſoaring Fancies. Thus, alas, they run 

The Road to Ruin, ſwift to be undone : 

if Hgav'n prevent not with a gracious Hand, 

They ſoon draw down ſad Judgments on the 
| . (Land. 


0" 
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On the fruitleſs Fig-Tree. | 


HE Fig-Tree, tho? it flouriſh'd, did afford |: 


No Fruit, as was expected by the Lord ; 

Therefore 'twas curs'd, did wither and decay, 

No Fruit producing from that very Day. 

But unto Mankind, O moſt gracious Lord ! : 

Great are the Mercies which thou doſt afford; 

Tho” ſlothfully they hide, ſometimes deny, 8 

The Talents given by thy Majeſty : 

Thou doſt not in thine Indignation thus 

Paſs ſo ſevere a Sentence upon us; 

Although we, of ourſelves, ſo barren be, 

And oft more fruitleſs than that blooming Tree, 

Thou prun'ſt us, and with ſweet refreſhingShow?rs, 

Art pleas'd oft to renew our weakned Pow'rs: | 

Yea, long thouſpar*ſt us; and at length, who proves Þ 

Fruitful thou cheriſhes, and freely loves. 

Bur if thy great Forbearance, Lord, ſhould be 

As *twere fruſtrated by a fruitleſs Tree, 

Thou juſtly may'ſt the Vine-dreſfler require 

To cut it down and caſt it in the Fire : 

Though there was frequent Interceſſion made, 

As when the Dreſſers of the Vineyard ſaid, 

Lord, let us try it yet another Year, 

And then, if any Fruit thereon appear, 

Tic well Forbearance hath thereto been ſhewn 3 

If otherwiſe, 'tis Time to cut it down.” 

When thus the Lord hath long Time Fruit expected 

From Men, and yet is careleſly rejected; 
Though 
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Though waiting ſtil}, he's pleas'd to condeſcend 
Line vpon Line, with Patience to extend; 

And Precept upon Precept did diſpenſe; 

And likewiſe promis'd a ſure Recompence 

Of durable Reward, eternal Joy, 

To thoſe that ceaſing from Iniquity, 

Would unto his moſt ſacred Will reſign 
Themſelves, and all: Then would he with divine, 
Sweet heav'ply Show'rs bedew, and always bleſs 
Them, that they might beT rees of Righteouſneſs, 
But if ſuch ſhould reſiſt, they*ll come to be 
Like Heath ? th' Defarrt, or the fruitleſs Tree : 
And it againſt them the Decree be ſeal'd, 

To cut them down, how can it be repeal'd ? 
Ah! prize the preſent Day of Viſitation, 

And dare not to provoke his Indignation; 
That, through Diſtillings of his heav nly Love, 


You fertile Plants unto his Praiſe may prove. 
1666, 


5 


On Iſrael's Rebellion. 


Houſe of Vrael, why will ye die? 

O Houle of 1/-ael, why ſhall not I 
Be King o'er you ? Said the eternal One, 
When their Rebellions came before his Throne, 
Rouzing his Juſtice : Why do ye refuſe 
Me to be King, another King to chule ? 
Incline your Ear, and hearken to'my Voice, 
Leſt you too late repent your haſty Choice: 
Have I not gather'd you, that ye might be 


A pure peculiar People unto me: f 


Did 
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Did I not bring you out of Egypi's Land, 

And ſet you free from Pharaob's cruel Hand ? 
Did I not guide you ſafely through the Sea, 
Leading you with a glorious Cloud by Day, 
And with a Pillar of bright Fire by Night, 


Conducted you in. pleaſant Paths of Light? 


Did I not Ferdar's flowing Streams divide, 

Whilſt you paſs'd dry-ſhod to the further Side? 

Yea, without human Art, I caus'd to fall, 

Down to the Ground, proud Jericho's high Wall, 

Could any mortal Prince do thus for you ? 

I gave you Being, Life and Conqueſt too. 

Why do you then rebel againſt your God ? 

Do you not fear him, nor his iron Rod? 

Remember how, in Love, I nouriſhed 

T hee, like a tender Child, with Angels Bread ; 

With Water from the Rock I did ſupply thee, 

Altho' I knew *twas good ſometimes to try thee : 

Thine Enemies I did for thee ſubdue, 

Yea, great and mighty Kings I overthrew, 

When they oppreſſed or oppoſed thee : 

But, ah, what Guile, or what Iniquity, 

Have your Fore-fathers ever found in me ? © 

Or in my righteous Statutes ? Yet have they 

Delighted rather in a crooked Way, 

Than in my Law; whole Path is perfect Light, 

In which the Wiſe and Prudent take Delight. 
Though they perverſly often turn'd aſide, 

As you their Children, who have now deny'd 

Me to be King: *Tis me that you forſake, 

To chuſe a Mortal, who will from you take 

Your Sons and Daughters for his Offices, 

For Horlemen, Cooks, and other Services 

Your 
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Your Vineyards, F jelds, Cattle, and other Treaſure, 
As he thinks fit, hell call for at his Pleaſure, 
Stift- necked People are ye then, to chuſe 

Man ſor your King, but ſtubbornly refuſe 
Me, your Creator, that ye may thereb 

Be like your Neighbours ; whole Idolatry 

You alſo dote upon: Though my Command 
Was to deſtroy the Idols of the Land ; 

Which to extirpate utterly, I did 

All Converſe and Affinity forbid 

With thoſe Inhabitants ; whom therefore J, 
Since they the Land with groſs Iniquity 

Had long defiPd, determin'd to expel, 

And give them for a Prey to {/rael, 

To root them cut, not imitate : For they, 

By ill Example, toon would lead aftra 

From my pure Precepts. Yet you rather be 
Inclin*d to hearken unto ſuch than me, 
And t'imitate the Nations round about ye, (ye. 
W bo, ſhould I but Withdraw, would quickly rout 
Take now vour Choice; but know, the Lime will be, 
In your Afflictions, ye will ſeek to me: (you, 
For they will prove as Thorns to vex and grieve 
And there 1s none but I that can relieve you ; 
For 'tis not Man can give you Victory 

O'er your Oppoſers; no, *tis only I. 

And had you ſtill obey'd my juſt Command, 
Fd quite expell'd your Foes from out the Land. 


Meditations 
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Meditations in Trouble. 


O How is my diſtreſſed Soul perplext 

With overwhelming Sorrows! Ah, how vext 
With daily Troubles, hurry*d to and fro ! 

I know not where to ſtay, or where to go, 
To find ſome Eaſe, or to avoid my Grief ; 
From this falſe World I cannot find Relief 
Alas! alas! that which afflicteth me, 5 


Is Thoughts, how I have oft rejected thee, 
Moſt gracious Lord, when thou invitedſt me, 
With other weary'd ones to give us Reſt, 
And Conſolation at thy tender Breaſt. ' 

But, ah, incline thine Ear to this my Cry, 
Grant me thy quick*ning Preſence, or I die, 
Though in Obſurity J have been hid, 

And as in crooked Paths oft wandered ; 
Some Glimpſe of Light is ſurely broken in, 
Which gives to ſee the Loathſomneſs of Sin : 
Yea, through thy Goodneſs, I begin to know 
Thou'rt rich in Mercy, and to Anger flow : 
Lord, ſpeak the Word, that ſo I may be heal'd, 
Knowing thy holy Life in me reveal'd. 

Ah, let thy heav'nly Fear always in me 
Abound, Salvation is alone of thee. 

For, tho' thy righteous Law I have tranſgreſs'd, 
And oft deſpiſed Knowledge like the Beaſt, 

That hath no Underſtanding ; thou didſt pleaſe 
T*engage thyſelf, that if a Sinner ceaſe 
From his paſt Wickedneſs, and fervently 
Do unto thee, great King, for Mecy cry, 
FOES og 
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So that thy holy Precepts he obey, 

And walk ſincerely in thy living Way ; 
Thou, by thy Prophet, Lord, wert pleaſe to give 
Thy princely Word, He fall not die, but live. 
Encouraged hereby, my panting Soul 

Cries unto thee, that thou would*it make me whole; 
Thou only Author of true living Faith, 

That haſt ſubdu'd the Power of Hell and Death, 


And overcome the World: Ah, lighten me, 


That I may know thy Way, and follow thee ; 
Bearing the daily Croſs, and find the Power, 
Which is to the Redeem'd a Refuge-tower; 
And ſo enjoy eternal Peace with thee, 
Thou taking up thy bleſs'd Abode with me, 
That I may ſing thy Praiſe eternally. 


| * ö 
— 


A Meditation. 
Hough Zion fits in Miſery, 
And doth in Aſhes mourn, 
And all her Foes as they paſs by, 
Do her deride and ſcorn, 3 
Though like the ſpotleſs turtle Dove, 
That in the Rock doth dwell, 
*Wailing the Abſence of her Love, 
W hoſe Grief no Tongue can tell, 
Though for a Seaſon thus ſhe may 
Sit, like a Widow poor 


And deſolate, there is Day 
When ſhe ſhall grieve no more, 


Though 
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Though yet ſhe mourn, lament and weep, 
To lee her Children dear 
To wander, like poor ſcatter'd Sheep, 
Through Deſarts far and near: 
Hourly in Danger to be torn, 
By Tyger, Wolf or Bear, 
As they are ſeeking to return 
Unto their Mother dear, 
Yet thoſe that would theſe Sheep annoy, 
Let them for certain know, 
They ſhall not, if ſuch them deſtroy, 
Long unrewarded go. 
Ere long this Cloud of Miſery 
Shall vaniſh quite away; 
She, that ſat in Obſcurity, 
Shall ſee a glorious Day. 
Then ſhall her tyrannizing Foes 
Receive juſt Puniſhment, 
Who did her Children dear expoſe 
T' Exile and Baniſhment. 
Theſe ſhall return to her again, 
With ſacred Songs of Joy; 
But thoſe ſhall roar and howl for Pain, 
And to the Mountains cry, 
Fall on us, hide us from the Wrath 
Ok the Lamb's Anger, and 
Which he againſt us juſtly hath 
Sent forth : For who can ſtand 
— When he appears? Sure only thoſe 
That know his bleſſed Power 
T' ſurround and guard them from their Foes, 
As in a Refuge-tower. 
1668, 
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On PETER. 


Ould Peter, unto whom the watchful Cock 
; Was as a Sign, be that abiding Rock, 
And firm Foundation, whereupon the Lord, 
According to his never failing Word, (Hell, 
Would build his Church, *gainſt which the Gates of 
Should not prevail? For Chri/t himſelf would dwell 
Ev'n in the Midſt of her; can theſe Things be, 
And Peter ſo prevaiPd againſt ? For he 

Did after this yield to th' Infirmity 

Ot Fleſh and Blood; and ſo, for Fear, deny 

| His Lord and Maſter : Till his Maſter's Look 
* Pierced his Heart; and yet Compaſſion took 
On weeping Peter: But the heav'nly Pow'r 
Abides, that ſhew'd him clearly in that Hour, 
| Jeſus to be the Son of God, the Chriſt, 
Though Gog and Magee ſtudy to reſiſt 

| This Rock of Ages, all their Strength ſhall fail ; 
| For againſt this, Hell-gates ſhall n&er prevail: 

| Nor ſhall the Faith or Hope c'er be confounded, 
That is on this abiding Baſis grounded. 
Would Man be ſafe againſt the Storms of Hell ? 
Then build upon this Rock of IVacl. 


A Meditation 


Andi in thy Fear ſpend my remaining Days, 
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A Meditation in Aflifion. 


Gracious Lord, thou only King of Kings, 
Who only ſaving Health & Comfort brings 2 
To the Afflicted, that in Faith do cry 3 
To thee ! Tis thou canſt heal each Malady ; 
Thou a Phyſician of Phyſicians art, 
And of thy Mercies freely doſt impart 
Unto thy Creatures, who have none bur thee 
To hope for Help from, in their Miſery, 
O thou that to the Blind reſtored Sight, 
Capacitating to behold the Light, 
Which makes Things manifeſt, whereby we may 
Walk without ſtumbling, and not loſe our Way : | 
Who likewiſe didft the dumb Man's Tongue unty, 
That he might ſpeak, thy Name to magnity ; 
The Dead reviv'dſt, the Bury'd rais'd again, 5 


Strengthned the Ancle- bones, whereby the Lame 
Leap'd as an Hart: Thy Pow'r is ſtill the ſame. 

O thou that art the God of Love alone! (Throne; 
Look down, look down, from thy midſt gracious 
Have Mercy on me, eaſe me from my Grief, 
And grant unto thy Hand-maid ſome Relief ; 
Hold forth thy ee. Scepter, and ſay, Live; 
*Tis thou alone that canſt my Sins forgive : 
Speak but the Word, and my—lInfirmities _ 
Shall ſoon be heal'd.— Ah, heal my feeble Eyes, 
Of Soul and Body, Lord, that! may ſee 
Thy heav'nly Light, and learn to follow thee 


To tell thy Goodneſs, and to ling—thy Praiſe. 
1668. On 
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On the Sight of a Skull. 


? Brow” ambitious Lump of Clay refin'd, 


Thy Epilogue ; ſee, fee to what deſign'd ! 


; So ſoon as thou wert born, ſo ſoon as Air 
Affords thee Breath, thy Vitals to repair; 


So ſoon as thy ſmall feeble embrion Breaſt, 
Is of an active Power, unknown, poſſels'd ; 3 


[ So ſoon thou maylt expect the dreadful Day, 


; 


When thou once more muſt be reduc'd to Clay; 


And the whole Fabrick of thy Body muſt, 
Again be brought to its firſt nothing, Duſt : 
Then ſhall thoſe Eyes, thoſe cryſtal Eyes of thine, 


Which now, like ſparkling Diamonds do ſhine, 
Their little Chambers circular forſake, 


And them to Eſſence more obſcure betake;_ 
The tender Funnel of thy Noſe, mult thence 


Corroded be, and loſe its ſmelling Senſe ; 

And all the Volume of thy Face will be 

So chang'd, none may thereby remember thee : 

Theretore the Hopes of all terreſtrial Glory, 

Is trivolous, and vain, and tranſitory. 

Ah then, what Cauſe haſt thou, preſumptuous Man, 

To boaſt thyſelf ? Whereon, alas, where can, 

Thy vain Ambition build a * rophy now? 

What Cauſe hath Majeſty upon that Brow 

T*enthrone itſelf ? Which he + ere long become 

A thread-bare Skull, a ſimple naked Bone ? | 

Therefore, whoe*er thou be, that dreads this ſtrange, 

To Fleſh and Blood, this doleful certain Change, 
E Leet 
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Let it be thy Concern, in holy Fear, 
To paſs the Time of thy Sojourniog here, 
In pure Obedience to that heav'nly Pow'r, 
Who, when he pleaſeth, can to Life reſtore 
And give thy Soul aſſured Satisfaction, 
(In him, who is our Life and Reſurrection) 
To reſt with him; whereby the Dread and Feat, 
That doth ſo frequently in ſome appear, (Mind 
When Thoughts of this great Change doth riſe in 
Are vaniſh'd and diſpell'd; they inward find 
Such hearty Reſignation, they can ſing, | 
Grave, where's thy Victory? Death, where's thySting? 
Sin, Death's ſad Sting, muſt therefore conquer'd be, 
Before poor Man this joyful Day can ſee: 
Then, being call'd, we freely may lay down 
This tranſitory Life, to gain a Crown 
Of Life eternal, with the Prince of Peace, 
Where all Affliction ſhall for ever ceaſe, 
Then, having put on Immortality, | 
1 ſhall praiſe his Name eternally. 
1669, 


Meditation. 


O Who would think it ſuch a Taſk tom ſind 
A vigilant and truly ſtable Mind! 
Low center*'d down in that eternal Light, 
Which, with its Brightneſs, drives away the Night Hac 
Ot groſs Egyptian Darkneſs, that it may, A 
Like pleaſant Phoſpher, uſher in the Day. ö * 
Alas, what Heart can rightly comprehend, - 
The Soul-amzing Conflicts that attend 
| | _ by | ö 
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All that begin to travel towards Zion, | 
How they're oppoſed by the roaring Lion, 
That goes about, ſtil] ſeeking to deſtroy, 
And hinder from true everlaſting Joy. 
Ah, none but thoſe that walk the narrow Way, 
Can ſee the Snares laid to entice aſtray, 
And draw aſide from that protecting Pow'r, 
Which only can preſerve them in the Hour 
Of great Temptation. Ah, thrice happy they 
That know the Sheepfold, where they 5 afely may 
Lie down ſecure, and need not be afraid 

Of any Beaſt of Prey, that would invade 
The couching Lambs, whoſe Shepherd never ſleeps, 
But, as an Army, them ſecurely keeps: _ 
Here may they palture {weetly, ſafely, bleſs'd; 
But from this Fold there is no Place of Reſt. 

1669. 


— 


_ — 
_— \ Re * 


On the Parable of the Tm Vi rgins. 


RUTH pleas'd to ſay, Te en - Virgins typify 
The heav'nly Kingdom's ſacred Myſtery. 
Ten Virgins, and but five were counted wile : 
Tho? all, alas, inclin'd to ſlumbering Eyes, 
Both wiſe and fooliſh ; yet the King difernd 
Who were his faithful Ones, for they had learn” 4 
t To be prepar'd, and in their Veſſels they 
Had taken Oil, and labour'd in che Day, | 
And furniſhed their Lamps; that in the Night, 
The Bridegroom coming fuddenly, they are 
Find Favour and Admittance in to ſee | 
he facred nuprial Joys; as alſo be . 
| 1 | 2. - Happy 
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Happy Partakers of the ſame : When they 
That fooliſh were, and idly ſlept away 
Their precious Time, not having Oil, muſt go 
To buy ; but then, too late returning to 

The Door, they find it ſhut ; where, tho' they cry, 
Lord open to us! Ah, the ſad Reply 
Will be, I know you not, depart from me, 
Ye fooliſh Workers of Iniquity. | 
Then may they wander, deſtitute of Light, 


In horrid Darkneſs of perpetual Night. 


Now, you that would be number'd with the wiſe, 
Take heed of ſleeping in Formalities; | 
Leſt ye forget the Oi), the Life of Light, 
And ſo be unprepared in the Night: 


For, though you imitate the. wiſe, and bear 


A Shew of Lamps, there can no Light appear, 
If Oil be wanting. O redeem your Time 


Have Oil in th* Veſſel, that your Lamps may ſhine; 


Leſt, if it be to ſeek, when *tis too late, 
Such may in vain ſtand knocking at the Gate, 


But find no Entrance: Theretore watch to hear 
The midnight Cry, Ariſe, prepare, prepare 


To meet the Bridegroom; tis the wiſe that ſhall 
Be entertain'd, that waited for the Call, 

And in their Veſſels kept the Oil for Light ; 
Such were in Readineſs, and therefore might 
Have free Acceſs unto the Marriage-teaſt, 
And with a chearful Heart, ſit down and taſte ; 
Yea, feed and drink thereat abundantly, 
Having the Wedding-garment on, whereby : 
They read their welcome in the Bridegroom's Zye. 


True durable Delights do then abound, 


Salvation, as a Bulwark, doth ſurround _ 
FE apy | Theſe 
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Theſe highly favoured Ones; who therefore ſing 
Fug to the Bridegroom, Zion's bleſſed King. 
16 9. 


A Meditation. 
"HE Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, is Zion's King, 


Whodwells ”th* midſt of her, & ſhe ſhall ſing 
High Praiſes to his Name ; knowing his Word 


Her only Law, to which, with one Accord, 


Her Children hearken : Tho? ſhe once did mourn, 
She ſhall rejoice ; although ſhe was the Scorn 

Of Nations, he'll exalt her as the Crown 

Of all the Earth, becauſe ſhe is his own. 

Then ſhall Jeruſalem be known to be 
The bright, but tender Apple of his Eye; 

And all that touch her, to afflict or grieve her, 
Shall feel a fiery Dart ſtruck thro? their Liver : 
Her Children are a choſen Generation; 
Jeruſalem ſhall be an Habitation © 

Of Peace and Quietneſs ; for ſhe ſhall be, 
By her victorious Lord and King, kept free 
From all Invaſion ; and her glorious Light, 
Which never more can be ſurpriz'd by Night, 
IsHeaven's grea! Lord, againſt whom none can ſtand, 
The Son of Righteouſneſs ; whoſe glorious nd 
Is Zion's Shield, Salvation is her Wal! 
And fenced Bulwarks, which can never fall, 

By Force of batt' ring Rams, or Cannon- ſnot, 
For their great Foundet's always on the Spot, 
And never can be ſhaken, bur ſhall be 
Invincible to all Eternity. 1 
e E 3 And 
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And through her Gates (each of a Pearl entire, 
W hoſe dazling Splendor juſtly may require 
Our humble Admiration) are by Day | 
Open to all that walk in Zion's Way; 

That which defileth, or that is impure, 

Or loves, or makes a Lye, cannot endure 


To enter there; the Fire conſumes all Drofs : Þ 


The only Way therein is through the Croſs. 
Her Streets, where her Inhabitants do pals, 


Are bright as Gold, or ſike tranſparent Glaſs : 


Hither the Lamb conducts his choſen Ones, 


To reign with him, and fit on glorious Thrones ; þ 


There to behold, for ever, Face to Face, 
- The heavenly King, who giveth Grace for Grace, 
With princely Privilege, to take and eat 
Life's pleaſant Fruit, which Man at firſt might take; 
Which ev'ry Month brings forth a new Supply, 
Whoſe precious Leaves ſhall heal each Malady 
Among the Nations, that there may remain 
Not one infirm, or blemiſh*d with a Stain. 
The ſaving Health of Nations dwelleth here, 
Where the Redeemed ſerve him without Fear; 
Keeping th* eternal Sabbath-day of Reſt, 
With great Emanuel, for ever bleſsd. 
The Cryſtal River ftreaming from the Throne 
Of pure unblemiſh'd Glory, (whereupon - . 
The Lord God, and the Lamb immaculate, 
In Mercy reigns) refreſhing ev'ry State, 
Here ſweet]y flows; and alſo, Proclamation 
Is made to ev'ry Kindred, Tongue and Nation, 
if 'any thirſt, let the poor Soul repair © 
Unto this Fountain, for Salvation*s there: 
Come, ſaith the Spirit: Come, the Bride doth ſay ; 
Why in a Land of Drought ſhould any ay? 
. Come, 
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Come, all that thirſt, come, drink abundantly, 
Theſe Soul-refreſhing Streams of Purity: 
This is the bleſſed River, that makes glad 
The Heritage of God, as David ſaid ; | 
For this doth through the holy City flow, 
And on its Banks the Tree of Life doth grow: 
No curſed Thing is in this City found, 
But perfect Peace, and heav'nly Joys abound, 
© Becauſe the Righteous reigns ; whoſe Servants all 
| Praiſe him inceſſantly 3 the Elders fhall 
| Caſt down their Crowns before his pure white Throne, 
And ſay, All Praiſe, all Honour, and Renown, 
Belongs to thee ; who, by the living Word, 
Created us for thy own Pleaſure, Lord. 
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On Napa and ABInu. 


W Ere theſe the Higb-Prieſts Heirs, that did begin 

In Sacrifice to perpetrate a Sin 

So capital, ſo dreadful, to provoke 

Offended Juſtice, to inflict a Stroke 

So terrible, as to deſtroy at once 

Two of th' anointed Prieſis, the ſſigb-Prieſt's Sons, 

For offering Sacrifice; yea, Intenſe, when | 

They hop'd to purchaſe Favour, but in vain ? 

Tis not Preſumption in the carnal Will, 

That finds Acceptance; nor can this fulfil  _ 

The ſacred Precepts of the higheſt King 

But rather fad and dreadful Judgments bring 

; 8 Upon the Heads of them, whoſe Confidence. 

In Self produceth ſuch a bold Offence, 
E 4 ; As 
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As is an adding to the Law of God, Th 
To ſuch he'll add his Plagues ; his iron Rod Stu 
Shall fore afflict them. *Tis his Word alone Þ Th 
Muſt be the Law; in his beloved Son Th 
Is he well pleas'd ; him only all ſhould hear, Ne 
And feel their Hearts abound with holy Fear; Fo 
Not taught by carnal Precepts, Man's Tradition, De 


Or a Self-will, but where a true Submiſſion Th 
Is known; the Author of our Faith doth here, 1 An 
In th' humble Heart, beget true Son-like Fear: Of 
Such dare not paſs the Limit of Command, Bu 
Leſt he ſay, Who requir'd it at your Hand? Ne 
For he to whom, of his abundant Grace, On 
T he great eternal One ſpoke Face to Face, II 
Who knew what he requir'd, then teſtifi'd, 1 Or 
Thus ſaith the Lord, I will be ſanctiſ'd Tt 
By them that do approach to me ; for 1, T. 
As with Refiner's Fire will purify T] 


_ The Sons of Levi. Therefore all in Fear, 
Muſt with a broken contrite Heart draw near 
To ſjrae!”s God; this is the Sacrifice 
Which he hath promis'd never to deſpiſe. 
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On CHARITY. 


HAT a ſublime, celeſtial Myſtery, 
Is couch'd in this obſcure Name, Charity / 
So frequent in the Mouths of moſt, but known 
To tew, fave in the empty Sound alone ; 
Elſe it would teach us how to ſympathize 
One with another in Infirmities. 


This VV 
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This mourns with thoſe that mourn, and, to their 
Studies, in Kindneſs, to impart Relief: (Grief, 


This bearing all Things, and ſuſpecteth none; 
This ſeeks another” s Good, ev'n as its own ; 

. Never rejoicing in Iniquity, 

For 'tis true Love to Friend, to Enemy; 
Deſiring more to veil, to hide and cover, 
Than to diſcloſe the Weakneſs of a Brother ; 
And, with a Garment, hides a Multitude 
Of F aults, that Enmity may not intrude. 
But this, with Lynx ey'd Paſſion cannot reſt, 
Nor long cohabit in the ſelf- ſame Breaſt; 
One's mild and gentle, apt to condeſcend ? 
The other's peeviſh with a Boſom- Friend: 
One joys in that moſt, that offendeth none; 


The other ſeeks to pleaſe itſelf alone: 
The one fulfils the Law, in all Reſpects; 
The other, Law and Goſpel both rejects. 
Now, are not all engag'd to entertain 
The gentle Nature ? Not alone the Name 
Of Charity ; which, keeping Reſidence 
Within the Bolom, may exile from thence 
All Peace diſturbing Paſſion, and reſtrain 
Inſulting Self, that ſhe alone may reign. 
This would incline all Hearts to a ferene 
Calmneſs, and to a condeſcending Frame 
Of Spirit ; 3 ſtill rejoicing to diſpence 
Favours to all, in true Benevolence; 
Not in Ambition, or Formality, 
To be applauded a mortal Eye. 
Reſtleſs Dittruſt, a haughty pes Diſdain. 
Envy, that frets and gnaws Iefelt | in vain, 
At others Happineſs, with Diſcontent, 
Which doth, in any State, true Peace prevent, 


And 
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And ſelf-tormenting Rage, with fierce Revenge, Wi 
Which often heaves the Senſes off the Hinge Is 
Of Reaſon; all (where this prevails) are gone, Þ Ex 
Diſpers'd like Miſts before the riſing Sun: Set 
For Wars and Strife, where this inhabits, ceaſe;! Th 
And ſhe confirms the Mind in laſting Peace, (A 
1675, N21 
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REAT God, ariſe, that ſo thine Enemies Lo 
May be diſpers'd, as Clouds when th'Sun doth Þ Fre 
Thou King of Kings, who only muſt expel (riſe ! Te: 
Th' intruding Foe, that in the Heart doth dwell, Þ Wi 
Which is thy proper Right, who didſt create To 
It for thy Service : Teach us, Lord, to wait 


For thine Appearance in Sincerity ; Bel 
To know thee firſt to judge, then juſtify Cre 
The Meek, the broken contrite Heart: *Tis thou Ani 
That teacheſt rightly to thy Name to bow; WI 
For none can bow acceptably, or call Th 


Thee Jeſus, Lord; (tho? thou art Lord of all, I To 
Both Heaven and Earth) but by thy holy Spirit ; I 
Whereby we come, through Mercy, to inherit 

Thy princely Favours ; and not only know 

To call thee truly Lord, but Father too. 

What! tho' Man in Externals may conform, 

And ſeemingly from his Pollutions turn ; 

Yet to ſubdue and regulate the Will, 

Is thy own Work, ſurpaſſing human Skill ; 

Poor wretched Man, tho' he thy Power reſiſt, 


Cannot return unto thee when he liſt, 
bg; Without 
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f Without thy Help; ſince his depraved Will 


js ſo averſe to Good, ſo prone to III: 


U 


ut 


Except he be, by thy redeeming Power, 

Set free, and taught to know the Refuge-tower : 
Then neither Winds nor Waves, nor ſtormy Wealber, 
(Although with Fury all conſpire together, 

- T*affault and ruinate the Houſe that's founded, 
And on the Rock is deep and firmly grounded) 
Can overthrow it : Here's a Fortreſs ſure, 
Which will againſt all Batteries endure 3 
Here may we find a Captain will defend, 

* Whom all dear Zion's Foes cannot withſtand. 
Lord, ſince Salvation is alone from thee, 
From Self. deſtruction, Woe and Miſery, 


Teach us to wait to feel thy conquering Love, 
Within our yielding Boſoms, freely move, 
To quicken, heal, and ſtrengthen us; that we 


May, through thy Goodneſs, riſe and follow thee: 


Believing, there is none but thee that can 


| Crown with Perfection this thy Work in Man; 
And give Acceſs before thy royal Throne, 


Where perfect Peace and Joy in thee is known: 

Then holy Thanks and Praiſes ſhall aſcend 

To 6 who to our Grief doſt put an End. 
1676, | 


A Meditation. 
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A Meditation in Retirement. 


Entirely freed from all diſtracted Thought, 
Vain wandring Thoughts, that crowd within my 


Do oft obſtruct my Soul from ſolid Reſt; (Breaſt, ; 
And like to vagrant Clouds obſcure the Mind, Þ 


Which ſhould to ſerious watching be inclin'd : 
Ah! riſe thou Son of Righteouſneſs, thy Light 
Can ſoon diſpel the Gloomineſs of Night : 
Appear, appear, let thy victorious Ray, 

And long'd-for Preſence, ſtill renew the Day; 


Whereby my ſlumbering Eyes may wake and ſee 


The dawning Morning of Felicity, 

Still more and more break forth to perfect Day, 
Whoſe heavenly Light guides in the bleſſed Way, 
That leads to thy renowned holy Hill; 
Where true Obedience to thy ſacred Will, 
Makes glad the Hearts of thy redeemed Ones, 
Who know the Comfort of adopted Sons, 
And can ſing Praiſes to that glorious Hand, 
Which rais'd em up, and taught'em how to ſtand, 
To walk and run the pleaſant Paths of Peace, 
Rejoicing in true Joys that never ceaſe. 


1677. 
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On the Vanity of the World. 


Ow long ſhall empty Toys poſleſs the Mind, 
'H Which ſhould to ſolid Joys be more inclin'd! 
What true Content can ſpring t' immortal Souls 
From Riches, that take Wings, or lurk in Holes? 
Thereby deluding thoſe who ſeem t* poſſeſs 
Them ; but excluding from the Happineſs, 
Which, in right Uſe of them, might be enjoy'd ; 
So in th* Abuſe their Hearts are more employ'd, 
oping to find therein a true Content 
Unto the Mind : Yet nothing permanent 
an e'er be found in fading Vanity; 
Such Hopes are crown'd at laſt with Miſery, 
7, (Shall then the ſeeming Beauty of this Thing 
So diſingage from Duty to the King | 
Df Glory, who alone ſhould rule in Man? (then 
The Heart ſhall be his Throne: Shall theſeThings 
do ſway the Mind, that Mortals ſhould thereby 
ge thus inclin'd to dote on Vanity, 
d, Rather than to adore their Maker, and 
all down before him, at his juſt Command. 
lay he be their Delight and Joy alone, 
'or everlaſting Life in him is known : 
Vhereas the L.ove of tranſient Objects here, 
oth often prove a Soul-deluding Snare, 
o hold them faſt, as in Captivity : 
/ntil at laſt, for their Iniquity, 
On ney come to find themſelves in. this ſad State, 
heir Minds tormented, and their Joys t' abate, 
Should 
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And 


Might ranſom all to 
Yet might we uſe nee 
Without Abuſe, in holy Dread and Fear. 
Theſe outward Things ſhould not poſſeſs the Mind, 
That to the King of Kings ſhould be reſign'd. 
And he perſwades to leave Things tranſitory, 
Yea, freely leads to never-fading Glory ; 
Come then, embrace the Crown that's ſet b 
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Should any then employ his Time, his Labour, 
To gain a fading Toy, and loſe the Favour 
Of his Creator ! Who, with tender Love, 
Doth as a Father, viſit from above, 
gently call unto himſelf, that he 
erfect Liberty: 

| Enjoyments here, 
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A Contemplation. 


OW amiable is thy Preſence, Lord! 

O how deſirable thy holy Word ! 
Though as a Fire or Hammer it appear, 
To burn and batter down whatever's dear 
To ſinful Fleſh and Blood, thy Judgments be 
Exceeding ſweet and pleaſant unto me: | 
For Zion's Children are redeem'd thereby, 
And purifi'd from their Iniquity ; 
Yea, everlaſting Righteouſneſs brought in, 
Her Converts ranſom'd from enſnaring Sin; 
And thy Salvation is hereby reveal'd 
More near, and thy great Myſteries unſeal'd, 
When Judgment is brought forth to Victory, 
That thine may walk with thee in Purity. 
Ah, teach us daily patiently to wait, 

In holy Awe, to know this happy State 
Confirm'd and 'feal'd unto us, that we may 
Reign with the Lamb in the eternal Day; 
Irhen may we, to the Praiſe of Zion's King, 

J Song of Judgment and of Mercy ling, 


A Meditation. 
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A Meditation. 


O Keep me in thy Fear, thou All in All, 
That I may always hearken to thy Call, 
And anſwer thy Commands: If thou ſay, Come, 
Or Go, I with a willing Mind may run 

The Paths of thy pure Precepts ; that I may 
Still know thy Preſence in thy living Way. 
Ah, guide me by thy bright enam'ring Eye 
Wherein ſweet Mildneſs, mixt with Majeſty, 
So overcomes my Soul; that, ah, my Heart 
Thus wounded, loves to feel fo ſweet a Smart! p 
*Tis thou alone that wounds, and gently heals ; B. 
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Thou kills, and everlaſting Life reveals 

Unto the Dead that hear thy Voice ; they live A 
To bleſs thy Name, and living Praiſes give o 
Unto thy Life-reſtoring Word; whereby M 
Thine are ſet free from their Iniquity, N 


To live and reign with thee, whoſe Pow'r alone 
Works Wonders: Weakneſs wholly is our own; A 
But Strength invincible is thine, great King! 5 

Thou living Fountain, whence all Comforts ſpring ; W 
Ah, teach me fervently to wait to ſee | 0 
Salvation and Deliverance wrought for me i 
That all Thankſgiving: may to thee redound, W 
Who art with everlaſting Glory crown'd. _ * 
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RUTH in the inward Part is my Delight, 

1. | To meditate therein both Day and Night, 
And feel its pure enliv'ning Power in me, 
Surmount all Pleaſure that on Earth can be 
Enjoy'd by Mortals: Ah, this is alone 

| More precious than the Diadem or Throne 

of Egypi's Land ! O how my Soul admires it, 

And in the Secret of my Heart defires it, 

| Above all tranſitory fading Things ! 

For this alone true Satisfaction brings 


"1 To the immortal Soul; then how can JI, 
. But, in true Meekneſs and Humility, 8 
Bow down before the glorious Majeſty, 
live And Supplication make, that this way be 
Abundantly each Day reveal'd in me 
By th' holy Ghoſt ; that fo a conttite Heart 
May be prepar'd, by T741h in th' inward Part, ; 
one And offer'd up a living Sacrifice 
Unto the Lord, who ncver will deſpiſe 


1 A truly humble, broken, contrite Heart, 
Becauſe he loves Truth in ihe inward Part: 
Who can but prize it! For th' eternal Love 
Diſtils ſweet Show'rs of Bleſſings from above, 
Into the Heart, where this abides and dwells ; 
, Which, with its heav'nly Luſtre, far excels 
All oriental Gems : The Rubies rare, 
Or ſparkling Diamonds, may not compare, 
Or be eſteem' ]! with this; its Worth exceeds N 
Them all, as Sharon's Roſe all noiſome Weeds ,—OA 
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A Meditation. 


O Keep me in thy Fear, thou All in All, 
That I may always hearken to thy Call, 
And anſwer thy Commands : If thou ſay, Come, 
Or Go, I with a willing Mind may run 

The Paths of thy pure Precepts ; that I may 
Still know thy Preſence in thy living Way. 

Ah, guide me by thy bright enam'ring Eye! 
Wherein ſweet Mildneſs, mixt with Majeſty, 

So overcomes my Soul; that, ah, my Heart 
Thus wounded, loves to feel ſo ſweet a Smart! 
*T'is thou alone that wounds, and gently heals ; 
Thou kills, and everlaſting Life reveals 

Unto the Dead that hear thy Voice ; they live 
To bleſs thy Name, and living Praiſes give 
Unto thy Life-reſtoring Word; whereby 
Thine are ſet free from their Iniquity, 

To live and reign with thee, whoſe Pow'r alone 
Works Wonders: Weakneſs wholly is our own; 
But Strength invincible is thine, great King! 
Thou living Fountain, whence allComforts ſpring ; 
Ah, teach me fervently to wait to ſee 
Salvation and Deliverance wrought for me 
That all Thankſgiving: may to thee redound, 
Who art with everlaſting Glory crown'd. 
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RUTH in the inward Part is my Delight, 
To meditate therein both Day and Night, 


And feel its pure enliv'ning Power in me, 
Surmount all Pleaſure that on Earth can be 
| Enjoy'd by Mortals: Ah, this is alone 
More precious than the Diadem or Throne 


Of Egypi's Land | O how my Soul admires it, 
And in the Secret of my Heart deſires it, 
Above all tranſitory fading Things ! 

For this alone true Satisfaction brings 

To the immortal Soul; then how can ], | 
Bur, in true Meekneſs and Humility, 8 
Bow down before the glorious Majeſty, 

And Supplication make, that this may be 
Abundantly each Day reveaPd in me 

By th' holy Ghoſt 3; that ſo a conttite Heart 
May be prepar'd, by T7415 in th? inward Part, 
And offer'd up a living Sacrifice 

Unto the Lord, who never will deſpiſe 

A truly humble, broken, conttite Hearr, 


JBecauſe he loves Truth in the inward Part: 


Who can but prize it! For th' eternal Love 
Diſtils ſweet Show'rs of Bleſſings from above, 
Into the Heart, where this abides and dwells ; 
Which, with its heav'nly Luſtre, far excels 
All oriental Gems : The Rubies rare, 

Or ſparkling Diamonds, may not compare, 

Or be efſtecin'] with this; its Worth exceeds 
Them all, as Sharon's Role all noiſome Weeds 
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Caſt out aud conquer'd, perfect Righteouſneſs 
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In aromatick Fragrancy tranſcends ; 

And as by ſacred Influence extends 

A ſpicy Sweertn« ſs to what's touch'd thereby, 
And tinctures with a facred Sympathy; 

As when one formerly was pleas'd to knock, 
T* awake his Love, the Handles of the Lock, 
Embalm'd withDroppings of ſweet /melling Myrrb, 
Stream'd with a Virtue, that enamour'd her, 
Who *role to open to him, ſo that ſhe 
Was wounded deep, (O facred Sympathy!) B 
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Nor could ſhe reſt till ſeeking far and near, 80 
Her beſt Beloved did again appear. M 

T'kis is that princely Lover, that inſpires In 
The Hearts of Mankind with ſuch pure Defires Be 
After himſelf: And thoſe that be affected 1 
With Love ſincere, the World muſt be rejected Re 
By ſuch, for their Beloved's Sake ; for he Fr 
A perfect Recompence to them will be. Te 
Love can admit no Rivals; they muſt chooſe Ye 
But one, and then the other quite refuſe : Bu 
For he that loves Truth in the inward Part, Te 
Ought to be ſole Poſſeſſor of the Heart; In 


Then in this Pilgrimage hell grant a Guide I as; 
Unto their Steps, leaſt they ſhould turn aſide | Th 
Even this for ever bleſſed Truth within, Fo 
Which, as the Light, doth firſt diſcover Sin; An 
Then, as it is obey'd, the Heart and Mind FTh 


Hereby comes to be cleanſed and refin'd An 
(As Gold refined in the Fire from Droſs) Irn 
From all Pollutions ; and upon the Croſs 8 
The Enmity 1s ſlain, and holy Awe, WI 
With true Submiſſion to the royal Law, To 


Springs in its ſtead; thus Sin and Wickedneſs Un 
A £ 
: 


Is 
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Is then brought in, whereby Salvation is 


Reveal'd, with Earneſt of eternal Bliſs. 


Thus Man's redeem'd unto a blefled State, 


ted 
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That was become loſt and degenerate, 
Through Diſobedience to that ſacred Law, 
i Enjoin'd to Man at firſt, thereby to draw 
To (ole Dependance on the chick ſt Good, 
Who granted him the Tree of Life tor Food, 


Till he tranigreſs'd ; but then Man preſently 


Became a Slave to Sin and Vanity. 


So as by Dilobedience in that Day, 

Man, hearkening to the Serpent, loſt his Way 
In Deaths dark Region it his penſive Mind 
Begins ſincerely, by ſome Glimpſe inclin'd, 

* obey the Light of Life, he comes to be 
Redeem'd from Death and Darkneſs, and let free; 
Free from Captivity of Sin and Death, 
Tolerve the Lord of Life, who gave him Breath, 
Yea, Life and Being; and when e'er he pleaſeth 
But to with-hold his Power, the Creature ceaſeth 
To move: In him alone is Lite and Love, 

In whom the Righteous always live and move, 
As led by this pure, holy, bleſſed Truth, 

The inward Word, the Guide of Age and Youth. 
For by this may a young Man cleanſe bis Way; 
And to the Aged, *tis their Strength and Stay; 
This ſurely is the goodly Pearl ot Price ; 
And this is Mary's well approved Choice: 


This is the hidden Treaſure that doth lie 


So undiſcerned by the carnal Eye 

Which, whoſoever finds, and ſelleth all 

To purchaſe, though at firit it ſcem but ſmall 
Unto the worldly wiſe, yet ſhall it be 

A good Inheritance eternally, 

1678. F 2 Contemplation. 
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Contemplation, 


Y Life, my Love, my Joy, 
Who can enough admire 
Tae tweetning Influence 
Of Shiloah's Stream, from whence 

Virtue abounds unto thy Plants, whereby 


Thy Trees do likewiſe bring torthFruit, & flouriſh, 
To th' Praiſe of thee, who doſt both prune and 


(cheriſh, 
The Time that is employ'd, 
In holy Meditation 
Of thy prevailing Love, 

Engaging from above 
The upright Heart, (wherein it is enjoy'd) 
In humble Fear, and ſacred Admiration, 
Is beſt improv'd; for this indeed doth tend 


To ie Content and Peace, World without End. 
1078, 
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| The Retreat, a Meditation. 
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HOU only Solace of a panting Soul, 
| Let not Earth's interpoſing Miſts controul 
The earneſt Breathing of my Heart, and vail. 
Thy Beauty over-long, leaſt Doubts prevail: 
| Yet gently teach me always to ſubmir 
To what Chaſtiſement thou, my Lord, think'ſt fit; 
That a more intimate Acquaintance may 
With thee be known, and thy eternal Day 
Shine forth as when the Moon's Light muſt become, 
anc As the bright quick'ning Luſtre of the Sun; 
iſh. And ſo the Splendor of the Sun increale 
As the united Light of ſeven Days. 
Ah then, what Cauſe of Stumbling can there be 
To the redeemed Souls, that follow thee 
In true unfeigned Love | Thou only art 
Worthy to have ſole Intereſt in the Heart: 
'Tis thou alone, who doſt our Foes ſubdue, 
IaAnd, with kind Invitations long purſue 
nd. FRebellious Souls, too apt to turn aſide, 
Or to forget thy Kindneſs, if thou hide 
Thy Face a little; or like Vael, 
When Moſes tarry'd in the Mount, rebel : 
For, ah, diſtruſting Thoughts do preſently 
Object the ſad Impoſſibilit  _ 
Ik finding thee again, whereby we might 
The Be overwhelmed in Egyptian Night; 
And with our borrow'd Jewels, form and make 
A golden Calf, and wretchedly forſake, 
F 3 For 
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Contemplation. 
Y Life, my Love, my Joy, Koa 
Who can enough admire T. 
Toe tweetning Influence Ye 
Of Shiloah's Stream, from whence Te 
Virtue abounds unto thy Plants, whereby TI 


The Lilly ſprouts, free from the choak ing Briar; N 
Thy Trees do likewiſe bring forth Fruit, & flouriſh, I Sh. 
To th Praiſe of thee, who doſt both prune and As 
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The Time that is employ'd, As 

In holy Meditation Ah 

Of thy prevailing Love, To 
Engaging from above In 
The upright Heart, (wherein it 1s enjoy'd) W. 
In humble Fear, and ſacred Admiration, 1 
Is beſt improv'd; for this indeed doth tend An 
To true Content and Peace, World without End. Rel 
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The Retreat, a Meditation. 


| HOU only Solace of a panting Soul, 


Let not Earth's interpoſing Miſts controul 


| The earneſt Breathing of my Heart, and vail. 


Thy Beauty over-long, leaſt Doubts prevail : 
Yet gently teach me always to ſubmir 

To what Chaſtiſement thou, my Lord, think'ſt fit; 
That a more intimate Acquaintance may 

With thee be known, and thy eternal Day 
Shine forth as when the Moon's Light muſt become, 
As the bright quick'ning Luſtre of the Sun; 
And ſo the Splendor of the Sun increale 

As the united Light of ſeven Days. 

Ah then, what Cauſe of Stumbling can there be 
To the redeemed Souls, that follow thee 

In true unfeigned Love | Thou only art 
Worthy to have ſole Intereſt in the Heart: 

'Tis thou alone, who doſt our Foes ſubdue, 
And, with kind Invitations long purſue 
Rebellious Souls, too apt to turn aſide, 

Or to forget thy Kindnels, if thou hide 

Thy Face a little; or like 1/rael, 

When Moſes tarry'd in the Mount, rebel : 

For, ah, diſtruſting Thoughts do preſently 
Object the ſad Impoſſibility | 

Of finding thee again, whereby we might 

Be overwhelmed in Egyptian Night; 

And with our borrow'd Jewels, form and make 


A golden Calf, and wretchedly forſake, 
N For 
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For new Inventions, thy moſt righteous Law, 
It Moſes for a Seaton ſhoald withdraw; 
Willing and running to our own Deſtruction, 
When we ſhould wait on thee to gain Inſtruction, 
Ah, let thy tender Care preſerve and keep 
Us, witn an Eye that is not apt to ſleep, 
But always guards thy little Heritage, 
From all their Adverſaries, in this Age, 
As formerly; though the Unfaithful are 
Often ſurpriz'd, and caſt into a Snare: 
But tho” thou try'ſt thy true depending Ones, 
Thou ſtil] protect'ſt them as beloved Sons. 
Ab, prove me, but ſupport me; my Deſire 
Is, with reſigned Will, to paſs the Fire 
Of Trials and Afflictions, till thereby 
I be refin'd from all Impurity. | 
For thoſe whom thou haſt throughly purify'd, 
And in the Furnace of Afflictions try'd, 
Thou bear*ſt up in the Arms of thy Salvation, 
And ſuckles at the Breaſt of Conſolation, 
That they may ſpeak thy Praiſe, and run the Way 
Of oY and Peace, in thy eterna! Day. 

1078, 
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The firſt EP IST LE to Couſin F. R. 


Y Heart, dear Couſin, thy eternal Good 
Truly deſires, and that Life's ſaving Food 
Thy Soul may taſte and feed upon; that ſo 
Thou may'ſt unto a perfect Stature grow 

In Jeſus Chriſt, the bleſs'd Emannue!, 

And with him in pure heav'nly Places dwell 
That in Sincerity, thy Heart and Mind 

May to this loyal Lover be reſigu'd: 

Then will it not be grievous unto thee, 

To wait to know his Will more frequently; 

Which, when made known, be careful to obey, 

That thou may*ſt travel in his holy Way ; 

Not ſtill reſiſting, left he ceaſe to ſtrive, 

Who by his potent Love preſerves alive. 

O prize this Love; and ſee that, with Diſdain, 

Tnou do'ſt not recompence this Love again: 
Plead not for Fleſh, nor fleſhly Vanity, 

Leſt thou be plung'd into Iniquity. | 

Thou know'ſt, thou haſt a Talent to improve, 

Yea, more than ſome : O do not grieve, or move 
To Indignation, him that doth extend 

His tender Arm of Love thee to defend 
From the devouring Dragon, that with Wiles . 
And ſluggard Poiſons, ſubtilly beguiles 
Unſtable Souls, that ſell the precious Truth, 
And in vain Pleaſures waſte their Prime of Youth, 
But be not thou as they, who for meer Toys, 
Contemn and ſell their Souls eternal Joys : 

Nor be aſham'd, dear Friend, I thee intreat, 


To honour him that did thy Soul create, 


F 4 And 
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And Body too; altho' the World ſhould ſcorn | 
For Jelus Sake; thou know'ſt thou waſt not born 
To ſerve the World, the Fleſh, nor Satan neither; 
Therefore, altho' all theſe conſpire together, 
Give Chi) thy Heart, & he will give theeStrength 
To overcome thine Enemies at length. 
But if thou be, before the Sons of Men, 
Aſham'd to own thyſelf his Servant, then 
Hell be aſham'd of thee before his Father, 
And ever bleſſed Angels; therefore rather 
Deny thou all for him, than him for any; 
For tho* there be pretended Lovers many, 
Let this the Chiefeſt of ten Thouſand be; 
For ſurely ſo hel] prove himſelf to thee, 
If thou canſt but believe, and not excludes 
Thyſelf, through Sin and vile Ingratitude. 
O ſer thyſelf to ſeek him, that ſeeks thee, 
With his endeared Love. to ſet thee free 
From the Oppreſſion of the Enemy, 
Thee to adorn in ſpotleſs Purity. 
Tho? Troubles, Griefs, and Croſſes, do attend 
Thee many Times, thou haſt a boſom Friend, 
To whom in Secret thou may*lt tel] thy Griet, 
Who will not fail to grant thee true Relief, 
Come then, dear Couſin, in Humility, 
Prove, and thou'lt find this Friend's Fidelity: 
Who will undoubtedly from Griets divert thee, 
And unto Holineſs and Peace convert thee ; 
His Grace ſufficient is, he only can 
Effect what ſeems impoſſible to Man. 
My Heart is full, and fluent to indite, 
My Hand is therefore thus engag'd to write, 
Much more than at the firſt I did intend, 


And yer I ſcarce can freely make an 1 End. 
Third Month, 1678, © The 
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De ſecond EP1STLE to Couſin F. R. 


hk | HALL I, endeared Friend, expect in vain 
: Thy Promiſe anſwer'd, and not yet obtain 
The Joy of better Fruits of vacant Hours, 
Which we are not aſſur'd long to be ours? 
Alas, the Time will come when ſome will ſay, 
O that I had as yet another Day ! 
| What, to add Sin to Sin, and to retire, 
It once waſh'd clean, to wallow in the Mire ! 
No, no ; but diligently to improve 
Their Time, that they might treaſure up above, 
In Heav'ns Exchequer, that which will endure ; 
Gold tried in the Fire, re fin'd and pure, 
With Garments of Salvation, which will bring 
Into Acceptance with th* eternal King, 
Theſe are the Robes of Righteouſneſs, that can 
Procure the Favour of both God and Man, 
O come! Conſider, let all Vanity 
Stoop to Concerns of ſuch Importancy : 
And let none ſay, I hope *tis well with me, 
Becauſe I yet no Condemnation ſee, 
Nor feel I Judgment: It ſuch yet retain 
A fond Delight in tranſitory, vain, 
And fading Toys, their Treaſure lies beJow, 
Which ſoon corrupts ; ſuch reap, ev'n as they ſow, 
Sad Diſappointments. Zion's Converts muſt 
Redemption know, by Judgments true and juſt. 
Alas, the Hope of Hypocrites ſhall fail! 
In Times of Trial, what ſhall it avail ? 
But thoſe that ſingly leave all Things below, 
Shall in themſelyes the Hope of Glory know 3 
A living 
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A living Hope, a Hope that will endure : 6 

This purifics the Heart, as he is pure, 

That raileth up the ſame in Men, that they 

May be encouraged in the good Way, 

T hat leads to Lite, to everlaſting Peace, 

In Joys eternal, which ſhall never ceaſe. 

Ponder theſe Things, my Friend, thou haſt indeed L 

Engag'd thyſelf (although thou yet proceed 

But ſlowly to perform) with Diligence, 

To render humble due Obedicnce : 

To what's made known, by him that from above 

Draws tenderly, by his long- ſuff' ring Love: i 

O let it not ſo ſoon forgotten be! 

Which, as deſir'd, will more increaſe in thee 

Its ſweet'ning Virtue, its enliv'nipg Power; 

That unto thee will more and more diſcover 

Iniquity, and for the ſame reprove 

Thy Soul in Secret; but will gently move 

And lead thee, by his Strength-renewing Hand, 

With Chearfulneſs to anſwer his Command, 

And fully recompence thee : O be wiſe! 

Learn thou to fear, but do not now deſpiſe 

The Day of ſmall Things; ah, believe, that ſhe 

That faithful in a little is, ſhall be . 

Made Ruler over much : Commit thine All 

To him, that doth in Love ſo often call, 

Come unto me ! And know, if thou abide 

Faithful in fervent Zeal, when thou art try'd, 

Thou'lt in thy Boſom find a ſweer Increaſe 

Of an admired overflowing Peace ; 

Which, rightly known, will more eſteemed be, 

Than all thofe Objects carnal Eyes can fee, 

But know, that mighty Works were never done 

Amongſt them that would not believe the wet 
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: The Lamb of God; ſuch from a near Relief, 
=> Excluded were, becauſe of Unhelief : 

: Yet unto one, not conſcious of that Guilt, 

: Be it unto thee even as thou wilt, | 
Was graciouſly proclaim'd; whereby ſhe found 
Her meek Petition tairly heard, and crown'd 

ea With a deſired Grant; although to try 

Her Faith, at firſt the Anſwer did imply 

Rather Repullc than Favour, when 'twas ſaid, 

It is not fit to take the Childrens Bread, 

And give to Dogs: She anſwered, Truth : Yet Lord, 
8 Theſe lick the Crumbs that fall beſ de their Board. 


Ove 


In fervent Meekneſs, from a panting Breaſt, 
Admiredly prevail'd with him; whoſe Name, 
Whoſe matchleſs Love and Goodncſs, is the ſame 
For ever. Faint not, but go ſupplicate 

Fot Grace, to him that's eaſy to intreat 

By all that, in true Lowlineſs of Mind, 
Make their Addreſſes : Seek and ye ſhall find, 

| Is the authentick Warrant to begin 

| To ſeek the glorious Pearl that's loſt within, 

{ Look not abroad, but light thy Candle there ; 
Seek thou at home, and thou ſhalt find it near: 
| Therefore redeem thy Time, and meditate 
How beſt thy Promiſe thou may'ſt yet compleat. 
Verily, what thou ſay'ſt, cannot avail 

To juſtify, if thy Performance fail ; 

Nor is there Strength in Self: Therefore endeavour 
To know that Hand, which helps to perſevere 
Unto the End ; and if thou faithful be, 

A Crown of Life ſhall be beſtow'd on thee. 
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| Here's wreſtling Faith indeed, which as expreſs'd 
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A Remembrancer. ; 


ONSIDER well ſome by- paſt Days, 
On former Times reflect, 
And fee if thou, in all thy Ways, 
Art truly circumſpect. 
*T was faid in Scripture's true Record, 
The People well have ſpoken, 
Had they an Heart to ſerve the Lord, 
And not fo falfly broken, 
Their ſacred Vows ; whereby they did 
Engage in holy Fear, 
To leave undone what he forbad, 
That they might know him near, 
Strength? ning to do what he requires, 
(In deep Humilit 7 

And ſtill begetting new Deſires, 
His Name to magnify : 

Whoſe Promiſe is to dwell within, 
Even in the humble Heart, 

And wholly to redeem from Sin, 

And of his Grace impart ; 

That we may know his juſt Command 
Reveal'd within, and done; 

And all deſtroy'd, that would withſtand, 
Then ſhall his Kingdom come; 

Which doth conſiſt in Righteouſneſs, 
In Peace, and heavenly Joy 

In the holy Ghoſt, where Bleſſedneſs, 
Abounds eternally, 

1687, 
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If thou canſt hear in Calmneſs, and ſubdue 
All peeviſh Paſſion, which in open View 

Ot ſober Perſons, juſtly merits Blame, 

And manifeſts the Ground from whence it came: 
Then let this Counſel find a Place in thee ; 
Stoop low to Truth, and learn Humitity : 
This thou waſt once acquainted with; beware, 
© Leſt Strangeneſs interpoſe, and learn to fear, 

E Know'ſt thou not what true Wiſdom ſaid of old, 
Man's greateſt Foes are of his own Houſhold ? 
And true it is, not outwardly alone, 

© But inwardly ; for greater there is none, 
Than theſe, we can encounter with; for they 

E Lurk cloſe within, and ſecretly betray. 

| Therefore take heed, tor tho? there do appear 
Bad Precedents, and ill Examples near, 

| They'll not fo ſoon ink: & a ſolid Mina, 
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An EP1ISTLE 70 Coufm E. 8. 


HEN I remember thee, dear Friend, I find 
My Heart thus to adviſe thee is inclin'd 


Which unto Watchfulnels is {till inclin'd: 
And then, though Trials frequently attend, 
There is an Arm of Love that will defend 
From all Aſſaults of Man's grand Enemy, 
As it is lean'd to, in Simplicity. 

O let's remember this, leſt we ſhould prove 
Unmindful of our firſt, our chiefeſt Love! 
Or leſt a ſecond Love ſhould ſo engage 

Our Hearts and Minds, in this infectious Age, 
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As wholly to lead captive, and betray 
Us to a treacherous, fawning Delilah, 
A ſubti] boſom Traytor ; ſuch prevail'd 


O'er one, whole Strength and Valour never faiPd, 


Until he doted on a Stranger's Love. 

O may ſuch falſe Enticements never move 
Our Hearts to turn aſide, Jeſt we may loſe 
Our Strength and Stay, and frequently expoſe 
OQurielves to Snares and Dangers ! Surely we 
Are always bound to wait in Fear, to be 
Kept near that living Virtue, that doth favour 


Thoughts, Words & Actions, and that keeps in favour 5 
With our firſt Love; that we may live and reſt] 


With Zion's holy King, for ever bleſs'd. 


. — — 


To Confimn M. 8. 


Ometimes, dear Friend, this riſeth in my Heart, 


1 


Come let's with Mary, chooſe the better Part; 


Of which the Meek ſhall not deprived be: 
Her Seat was low, in deep Humility, 

At holy Jeſus's Feet, where her Deſire 

Was ſtill to hear that Voice, which did inſpire 


Her Heart with fervent Love. She did not ſeek 


Uſurped Power, but learned to be meek ; 

For certainly, the humble Hearted ſhall 
Exalted be; but Pride portends a Fall. 
Whoever would be great, muſt firſt be low 
And little, and a true Subjection know 

To that which teacheth Lowlineſs of Mind; 
And to the Truth their All muſt be reſign'd, 

Before 


4 
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Before they can obtain that true Content, 
And ſolid Joy, that's firm and permanent: 
Such then may ſay, No Solace, Joy, nor Love, 
Pa, Like unto this, which freely from above 
. Diſtills and ſtreams into the Heart that's pure; 
Here's 7 reaſure, Pleaſure, Peace, that will endure: 

| BTo this we ought to make our Calling ſure. 
e 5 1678. 
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The third EPISTLE 70 Conſin F. R. 


(to my Mind, 
HAT Love, dear Friend, which brings thee 


3 Thus frequently, hath now again inclin'd 

bi o viſit thee, with theſe Conſiderations 
Concerning thee: O let thy Meditations 
Hereof be ſerious! Let all Vanity 
Be far exild, and love Simplicity. 

art, Shall 1 object to thee the pompous State 

art; Of purple Dives, or his dreadful Fate? 

Nay ſurely ! Thou the Hiſtory canſt read; 
Read thou within, and let not Selt- hood plead. 
| His unrelenting Heart deſpis'd the Poor, : 

re Ev'n Lazarns, that Janguilh'd at his Door, 

ſeek Without Relief: Whereas in ſuch a State, 

I ſhould (think'ſt thou) be more compaſſionate, 
And not ſo diſregard him. Ah, my Friend! 
Though ſome a Hand of Charity extend, 

As outwardly (which in its Place is good) 
Imparting ſometimes Raiment, ſometimes Food, 
To fellow Creatures: Yet there's one that's poor, 

Humble and meek, contemned at thy Door; 

fore | That 
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That waits for Entrance, and that. gently knocks, 

Until the Dew have wet his comely Locks ; 

Open to entertain him now, for he 

Is come in tender Love to viſit thee : 

And tho? poor, meek, and lowly he appear, 

He's King of Kings ; therefore incline thine Ear 

To his Requeſt, that he may dwell with thee, 

Whoſe Love's the Fountain of Felicity. 

Let Superfluities be laid aſide, 

The gaudy Trophies of inſulting Pride; 

And be not over curious to expreſs 

Too much Exactneſs in an outward Dreſs ; 

Leſt peeviſh Paſſion ſhould too oft prevail, 

To baniſh Reaſon from its Throne, and vail 

Sound Judgment ; which would ſearch and purify 

Submiſſive Souls from their Iniquity, | 

And Vanity, abounding in-th* Abuſe 

Of Viſtbles, which Mortals fondly chooſe, 

And ſeek a Satisfaction in, in vain ; 

For here no laſting Joy can they obtain, 

Why then ſhould any ſo unmindful be 

Of that great Off-ſpring of Eternity, 

| TW immortal Soul? That Epitome of Wonder; 

Compar'd to which, all Things beneath or under 

The glorious Sun are vain ! What can be given 

In change for this, whoſe proper Home is Heaven ? 

Ah, what Advantage will it be to gain 

The World, and plunge the Soul in endleſs Bain! 

Alas! Earth's tranſient, vain, deluding Toys, 

So fondly ſnatch'd at, for crue laſting Joys, 

Tho' (as by Rattles oft a a crying Child 

Is for a Seaſon of the Breaſt beguil'd) 

They ſeem to pleaſe, can never ſatiate 

The panting Soul, nor bring t'a bleſſed State: 
Why 
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ks, Why ſhould they thus be priz'd, myFriend,Ofeeing 
Thou art the Of ipring of th' Eternal Being: 
W nilft that the Cord of Lords invites thee, come, 
Love him that will conduct the ſaf-ly home, 
EE Unto himſelt; and in thy Heart reveal 
Zar ! Eternal Life, as the abiding Seal 


# 


Ot his endeared Love: Then heav'nly Joy 
Shall conlolate thy Heart eterna'ly. 

Alas, that thou hereby mightſt rightly know, 
How the abounding Streams of Love do flow 
To thee and others, with increaſing Store; 
Its boundleſs Current ſtreams and iſſues more 


* 3 
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Than through the ſlender Conduit of a Quill, | 
In ſuch ſmall ſable Channel can diſtil: 5 
ify i O mayſt thou always at the Fountain dwell ! i 
For its unſeal'd to wreſtling Yael. Fl 
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The fourth Ey1s8TLE 70 Couſin F. R. 
In Anſwer to one received. 1 


Hine I have now receiv'd, which manifeſt; 
Thou haſt had ſome Regard to my Requeli 
And by theſe good Effects, doſt teſtify, . 
Thou'rt not fo much inclin'd to Vanity, 

To childiſh Sports, and Time-beguiling Play, 
As thou haſt been therein, and ſpent thy Day : 
Endeared Friend, mayſt thou be yet more wile, 
And let thy Mind find better Exerciſe ; 

That thou mayſt learn, with Diligence to wait, 
To feel the Springing-Lite regenerate 

Thy Soul; whereby thou'lt know no greater Tri! 
Can meet us here, than daily Self-denial: 
Suffer we muſt, if we expect to reign | 
With Chriſt, (or elſe our Expectation's vain) 
In Sorrows, as in Joys, participate. 

Alas! He never came to conſecrate 

A Way for us to true Felicity, 

'Thro? curious Trims, and Silks of princely Dye: 
This Path is not beſt rew'd with golden Crowns, 
Rich Coats of Arms, and Scepters of Renown ; 
Nor yet with Oriental Gems, that be 
Such dazling Sparks unto the carnal Eye: 
No, no; *tis through the Croſs we muſt obtail 
The Crown of Glory; other Hopes are vail. 
This Men of Underitanding knew ot old, 
And prudencly di:dain'd that Idol Gold : 
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Wiſe Solon told King Craſus (when he fate 


In gaudy Pomp upon his Throne of State, 
2 Doting upon his Wealth, in lofty Pride, 
= Expecting almoſt to be deify*d) 
That Peacocks with their ſpreading Plumes expreſs 
A greater Luſtre in their natural Dreſs, 
Than he in all his Glory; which, though he 
Diſdain'd to own, whilſt in Proſperity, 
Except with Frowns, nor car'd to meditate 

| So deep a Sentence: Sudden Change of State 
# Thereto conſtrain'd, and taught him to confeſs, 
C *T'is neither Wealth nor Honour, that can bleſs 
Man's Heart with true Content; but rather do 

| Betray, and bring to Miſery and Woe. 


Therefore delight not in theſe fading Things, 


| Which ſuddenly may vaniſh as on Wings : 
But let true Wiſdom teach thee (no Excuſe 


Avails to plead for precious Time's Abuſe) 
That with an humble Spirit thou array 
Thyſelf : This is a Robe will ne'er decay; 
No outward Ornament can, beautify, 


As Lamb-like Meckneſs, inward Purity. 


Now, though for what thou ſenſible doit ſeem 
In thy Condition, thou of true Eſteem _ 
Art no leſs worthy, Love doth here conſtrain, 
With Heart and Pen, to be thus bold and plain ; 
And that becauſe thy Soloquics do 
Expreſs, what Truth obligeth thee unto, 
The deep Engagement of thy Soul: O then |! 
Take heed, leſt that alone with Tongue or Pen 
Thou honour him, and Heart be far remov'd; 
Or thou be found perfidious, being prov'd : 
'Tis not becauſe I evidently fee | 
The Symptoms of ſuch Conſequence in thee ; . 
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But, ah, the Stracagems and Subtilty 

Of the Deceiver, our grand Enemy, | 

Are but too prevalent with ſome, except _ 

True W.tch and Ward within be always kept: 

That thus my exerciſe: Heart indites _ 

Unto thec; and my Hand, thus guided, writes, 

With true Dependadce on that Arm of Power, 

Winch is to Vael's Seed a Refuge- tower. 

And therefore, fince thou haſt in meaſure known 

Engagement trom above, thou'rt not thine own, 

But purchas'd with a Price to ſerve the Lord, 

The Price of Blood; therefore obey his Word: 

Then ſhall he teach, inſtruct, and ſtrengthen thee, 

To follow him in true Sincerity 3 

And thou ſhalt daily know the bleſs'd Increaſt 

Ot ſacred Solace from the Prince of Peace: 

And as thou hungerſt, daily may be fed 

With fineſt of the Wheat, and heav'nly Bread; 

Yea, Honey from the Rock, and drink new Wine, 

Diſtilling from the true and living Vine: 

And in its ſweet refreſhing Shade fit down 

In Reſt and Peace, aſcribing all Renown, 

Honour and Glory, unto Judab's Lion, 

1 the ſpotleſs, holy Lamb of Zion. 
1678. . 1 
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t . To Couſin P. S. 


15 . 
ites, OVE, that inviteth all Men, hath, I ſee, 
r, Extended its engaging Hand to chee, 


= 


$3 


© Dar Child : Conſider and incline thine Ear, 


own Bow down in Meekneſs, and thou'lt quickly hear 
The /till /inall Voice, which doth behind thee ſay, 
Come follow me, this is the heavenly Way, 

© Walk in it: Travel here, thou'lt not be weary, 


(This Path leads on to Zion's Sanctuary) 


5 | But diligently waiting, ſhall renew 

eaſe Thy Strength in bim, that's holy, juſt, and true, 
f The bleſſed Prince of everlaſting Peace, 
Who, as obey'd, will plenteouſly increaſe 

ad; His daily Favours in thee, and reveal _ 
ine, His holy Will, and ſtrengthen to prevail 


| Againſt thine Enemies, that do ſurround 


This is indeed the good Samaritan, 

That binds up broken Hearts, and only can 

Heal the Afflicted; bur he loves to ſee 

| Jacob bow down in deep Humility : | 

For then's the Time of Love ; He then extends 

His Love to contrite Hearts; ſuch he defends 

With his indwelling Preſence : Therefore fear 

Always ; for he delighteth to appear 

To thoſe that fear his Name, and faithful be (fee 

| To what's made known in ſmall Things; they ſhall 

Dominion over much, if they forlake 

The flatt'ring World, and Self, for Jeſus Sake, 
63 . 


The Soul with Snares, whereby thy Griefs abound 4 
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W ho ſuffer'4 for us, and deſpis'd the Same; 
He's only wo:thy over all to reign. 
Stoop therefore to the Croſs, and do not fear 
What Earth can do, tho* Mortals ſcoff and jeer, 
And perſecu ec, as they have ever done, 
That ſtubbornly rebel againſt the Son 
And H-ir of Glory: Him they buffeted, 
1 g and ſcorn'd ; and on his comely Head 
1 1-11 ngly did ſet a Crown of Thorn, 
Waouyl. wet Crown of Glory Goth adorn. 
*T was he, for his Foes refign*d his Breath, 
And by bis Sui.cring conquer'd Hell and Death: 
Therefore let's ſutier with him, that we may 
Live in his Preſence in the approaching Day; 
When all his Adverſaries ſhall become - 
But as a Footitool to be trampled on. 
i679, 
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Contemplation. 


STABLIHSMENT in holy Fear, 
That I may know my Darling near, 
; Is more to me 

Than all the Pleaſures Earth can boaſt, 
Which are but pleaſing Pains at molt, 
. And fading Vanity. 

O chou prevailing Prince of Peace! 
Reveal ſtill more the bleſs'd Increaſe 

f Ot thy Authority, 

And Government that ſhall remain, 
But never end; that ſo thy Reign, 

ö In Dread and Majeſty, 

] May be exalted” over thoſe 


th: 


| But to the Joy 

Of all that humbly wait in Fear, 
| And love to ſee thee, Lord, appear 
In perfect Purity. 


1679. 


That would thy conqu'ring Arm oppoſe ; „ 
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An EPISTLE Zo M. J. 


ELOVED Friend, thy Welfare every Day, : 
And Preſervation in Truth's holy Way, 

Is heartily defir'd ; and that in Fear, 

And holy Dread, thy Soul may perſevere, 

To travel Sion's Path in Purity, 

Learning to. dwell in true Humility. 

Ah, let us both, in Lowlineſs of Mind, 

Bow to the Pow'r, by which the Heart's inclin'd, 

With true Sincerity, to ſtand and wait, 

In Silence of all Fleſh, at Wiſdom's Gate ; 

Until the heavenly Lawgiver appear, 

And in the Heart reveals his Counſel near ; 

Who teacheth Meekneſs ; never to repay 

Railing for Railing ; but in Love to pray 

For thoſe that do deſpitefully accuſe us, 

And with Revilings frequently abuſe us. 

When ſpotleſs Innocency was by Men 

Accus'd, and Truth condemn ; O did he then, 

By verbal Arguments with them, aſſay 
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To juſtify his upright Cauſe, or ſay 
The leaſt reviling Word? Nay, ſurely Nay. 
| How then dare any, whom his boundleſs Love 


Hath once engag'd, if he be pleas'd to prove 
Their Faith by Trials, as in Secret ſay, 


Well follow bim in a more eaſy Way? 


Can we, without the Cro/s, expect the Crown 
Of everlaſting Glory and Renown ? 

Nay verily, except the Croſs do kill 
The Sclt- hood, and ſubdue the carnal Will, 


How 
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How can we hope eternally to reign 


With him, who by his Suff*rings overcame ? 


Tis not Reſtraint from groſs Iniquity, 
But Seif-denial, inward Purity, 
And Holineſs made perf: & in his Fear, 


1 That finds Acceptance, when he doth appear 


To judge the Secrets of all Hearts, and bring 
Into the Preſence of the higheſt King. 
Then *tis the Pure in Heart ſhall ſee the Lord, 
And fing eternal Praiſe with one Accord; 


They were redeem*d from all Iniquity 3 


> Becauſe they Know that holy Name, whereby 7 
: The Righteous enter everlaſting Joy. © 
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Meditations. 


* 


O LOVE! thou Subſtance of the royal Law, 


o 


Let thy ſweet influencing Power draw 
Our troubled Hearts, in true Humility, 
To wait on thee with holy Fervency : 
For thou our Souls baſt often viſited, 
That we might, by thy tender Hand, be led 
From Darkneſs unto Light; from Enmity, 
Strife and Contention, unto Unity, | 
In undefiled, in unfeigned Love ; 
Which, though it may in Gentleneſs reprove, 
Or otherwiſe inſtru, it covers all 
Faults and Offences ; yea, if any fall 
Through Weakneſs, it bears up with ready hand, 
And lends a Shoulder, till ſuch learn to ſtand, 4 
e An 
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And walk more ſtrongly: For it joys to ſee 
Brethren to dwell in perfect Unity, 

Only contending who may moſt be found 

In L.owlinels, that Love may more abound. 
But, ah, *tis Hatred, Wrath, Revenge and Strife, 
Diſcovers Faults, firikes at the very Life 
Prove!:ing oft one feeming Friend or Brother, 
To bite, deſpiſe, if not devour another, 

For empiy Lies; fo that Vanity 

Becomes vexatious, 4nd 275: n F 

Of Spirit: For, as Well viicry'd oy one, 

All Things are Vanity below the Sun; 

The Son of Righteouſneſs, which when it ſhines 
With its reſplendent conqu'ring Ray, refines 
The droſſy Nature, rightly purifies 

The Heart, conſuming all Impurities; 
Whereby, at ji, the Enmity is ſlain, 

And Love exalicd over all to reign. 

Great Prince of Peace! Inſtruct our Souls to wait 
To be eftabliſh'd in this happy State; 

Wire Joys abound, and Enmity doth ceaſe, 
And Charity withal doth till increaſe ; 

That, with thy dear redeemed Ones, we may 
Walk Hand in Hand in Zion's bleſſed Way; 
Where no Iniquity can e&cr be found, 

Nor Love wax cold, but more and more abound; 
Yea, Love that thinks no Evil, but doth ſeek - 
The Good of all, and teacheth to be meek ; 
Not eaſily provoked, but in Peace 

With all: Here Happineſs ſhall ſtill increaſe. 
Then may our cheartul Souls triumph, and ſing, 
Pure, holy, living Praiſe to Salem's King, 
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The fifth EP IST IE to Coufin F. R. 


HotoHleav'n hath bleſs'd thee in thy tenderState, 


| Reading thy Lines, by Wiſdom's Dictates pen'd, 
Which thou, by mutual Love engag'd, didſt ſend, 
And weightily reflect upon the (ſtrange 

Io Fleſh and Blood ! but) truly happy Change 
That's wrought in thee, by that eternal Power, 

| Thac, as a Father, leads to Zion's Tower, 

The Rock of Ages, us, that went aſtray, 

| Wand'ring like Pilgrims, that had loſt their Way 
In ſome vaſt Deſart, where the ſavage Bear, 
And other ſavage Beaſts range here and there, 
| To ſeck their Prey : Yet by a ſacred Hand 
They're brought Ya happy habitable Land. 

| Methinks we're bound to ſay with one Accord, 

| Who can enough admire thy Goodneſs, Lord J 

O how can ſuch but much eſteem their Guide! 


Who, had their careleſs Steps but turn'd aſide, 
And frowardly left the diſcover'd Way, 

Had certainly become a wretched Prey 

To thoſe Devourers: Ah! Such was our Caſe, 
Had not th' Eternal led us by his Grace: 
Which, let us ne'er forget, but Praiſes fin 

To our moſt gracious Guide, dear Zion's King: 
Who by his holy Life (the Light within 
ReveaPd) redeems believing Hearts from Sin; 
And the Obedient to the Lord's Command, 
Shall eat the Good and Sweetneſs of the LW 
0 | : | e 
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The Land of Promiſe, giv'n them to poſſeſs, 
(Though Murmurers fall in the Wilderneſs) 

T hen ſhall they feel that Liße, which as with Nerves 
And Joints, unites, and tenderly preſerves 

As Members of one Body; ſo to give 

Due Service to the Head, in whom we live, 

By Diſtribution of that precious Blood, | 
Which to the Body is both Lite and Food; 
And though it may retire, yet ſoon again 
It circulates and flows through every Vein; 
Renewing Warmth, encreaſing Strength, whereby 
The Body flouriſhes in Unity. | | 
As doubly thus engag'd, methinks I prize thee, 
Much more than Pen and Ink can advertiſe thee: 
Then how can thoſe, who feel theſe Streams of Love 
And Life, but prize each other far above 
Outward Relations, yet rejoice to ſee 

Them to partake of this bleſs'd Unity! 

Thus thou to me art now become more near 
Than formerly related; yea, as dear 

As Children of one Father, mutually 

Oblig*d to breathe for the Proſperity 

And Welfare of each other, in the pure 
Eternal Love, which makes Election ſure, 
And ſeals Salvation to us; yea, I find 

My Soul, in ſympathizing Love, inclin'd, 

As for itſelf, ſo to deſire for thee, 

That we in Faithfulneſs may ever be 
Preſerv'd; though Tribulations ſhould attend, 
Emanuel, almighty to defend, 2 
Is near; yea, nearer than our Hearts expect, 
Though often undiſcern'd through our Neglect 
He's omnipreſent, though not always ſeen, 


For interpoſing Clouds may from us ſkreen 
a His 
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His Countenance: This he permits, to try 


And prove our Love, our chaſte Fidelity. 
But ſtill he leaves us Pledges of his Love, 
That, ah, methinks, nothing ſhould ever move 
Our firm engaged Hearts! Yet we, poor we, 
Are weak, and ſubject to Infirmicy ; 

+ Apt to forget his Favours, multiply'd 

| Towards us daily ; apt to turn aſide, 

Did not his bleſſed Arm protect, defend, 3 
| And ftill renew Engagements to depend 
Only on him, who loves unto the End. 
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The fixth EP IST LE 7 Coujin F. R. 


NI but frequently remember thee, 


Endeared Friend, when I ſuch Dingers ſee; 
That daily meet the Travellers that ſet 
Their Faces Zion- ward? Can I forget 
To recommend thee to that Arm of Power, 
That keeps Worm Jacob, as a fenced Tower ? 
Nay, nay 3 can any Heart but break or bleed, 
To view th* Affliction of the holy Seed, 
Which in that & careleſs City is oppreſs'd, * City of 
Like toa tender Babe kept from the Breaſt ? 2285 
Ah! Dreadtul is the State of thoſe, that lay 
Such ſtumbling Blocks, to hinder from the Way 
That leads to Life, and by a bare Profeſſion. 
Diſcourage them that ſeek the true Poſſeſſion. 
O!]! Can Jukewarm Laodicea be 
So juſtify'd? No, no, the firm Decree, 
Without Repentance, may not be repcaPd ; 
What's done in ſecret, ſoon ſhall be reveal'd : 

Ah, 


— . Aa 


68 Fruits off Retirement: Or, 

The Land of Promiſe, giv'n them to poſſeſs, 
(Though Murmurers fall in the Wilderneſs) 

'T hen ſhall they feel that Life, which as withNerves 

And Joints, unites, and tenderly preſerves 

As Members of one Body; ſo to give 

Due Service to the Head, in whom we live, 

By Diſtribution of that precious Blood, | 
Which to the Body is both Lite and Food 3 
And though it may retire, yet ſoon again 
It circulates and flows through every Vein; 
Renewing Warmth, encreaſing Strength, whereby 
The Body flouriſhes in Unity. . | 
As doubly thus engag'd, methinks I prize thee, 
Much more than Pen and Ink can advertiſe thee: 
Then how can thoſe, who feel theſe Sireams of Love 
And Life, but prize each other far above 
Outward Relations, yet rejoice to ſee 

Them to partake of this bleſs'd Unity! 

Thus thou to me art now become more near 

Than formerly related; yea, as dear 

As Children of one Father, mutually 

Oblig'd to breathe for the Proſperity 

And Welfare of each other, in the pure 

Eternal Love, which makes Election ſure, 
And ſeals Salvation to us; yea, I find 

My Soul, in ſympathizing Love, inclin'd, 

As for itſelf, ſo to deſire for thee, 

That we in Faithfulneſs may ever be 

 Preſerv'd 3 though Tribulations ſhould attend, 
Emanuel, almighty to defend, N 
Is near; yea, nearer than our Hearts expect, 
Though often undiſcern'd through our Neglect 

He's omnipreſent, though not always ſeen, 

For interpoſing Clouds may from us ſkreen 
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His Countenance: This he permits, to try 
es And prove our Love, our chaſte Fidelity, 
But ſtill he Jeaves us Pledges of his Love, 
That, ah, methinks, nothing ſhould ever move 
Our firm engaged Hearts ! Yet we, poor we, 
Are weak, and ſubject to Infirmicy ; 
Apt to forget his Favours, multiply'd 
Towards us daily; apt to turn aſide, 
53 Did not his bleſſed Arm protect, defend, | 
eby And ſtill renew Engagements to depend 
Only on him, who loves unto the End. 
hee, 1679. | | | 
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The ſixth EPISTLE 70 Coufin F. R. 


AN I but frequently remember thee, 
ear Endeared Friend, when I ſuch Dangers ſee; 
That daily meet the Travellers that ſet 
Their Faces Zion- ward? Can I forget 
To recommend thee to that Arm of Power, 
That keeps Worm Jacob, as a fenced Tower ? 
„ Navy, nay 3 can any Heart but break or bleed, 
To view th* Affliction of the holy Seed, 
Which in that * careleſs City is oppreſs'd, * Cy of 
Like to a tender Babe kept from the Breaſt ? w”_ 
Ah! Dreadful is the State of thoſe, that lay 
end, Such ſtumbling Blocks, to hinder from the Way 
JT hat leads to Life, and by a bare Profeſſion. 
pect, ¶ Diſcourage them that ſeek the true Poſſeſſion. 
Zlectio! Can lukewarm Laodicea be 
So juſtify'd ? No, no, the firm Decree, 
Without Repentance, may not be repcaPd ; 
What's done in ſecret, ſoon ſhall! be reveal'd : 
att Ah, 
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Ah, let their Stumblings and Backſlidings be 
A Caution, but no Stumbling-block to thee z 
Wait in the Deep, to know Love's Streams diſtil, 
Like the refreſhing Dew of Hermon's Hill: 
Then, as thou travelPit in the Valleys low, 
Where Shilob's ſacred Rivulet doth flow, 
Thou mayſt be, by its quick' ning Influence, 
Preſerved in an holy living Senſe 
Of heav'nly Things: Which bleſſed Privilege, 
The Rage and Strength of Men can ne'er abridge 
Us of. Nor yet can I unmindtul be 
Of my own State, whilſt I admoniſh thee ; 
But, ſenſible of Weaknels, pity thoſe 
Whom great Offences frequently oppoſe, 
To hinder them, it poſſible, that they 
Might not perſiſt to travel Zion's Way. 
And as the wicked Spies, that falſely told 
Diſcouragements to {/rae! of old, 
Excluded both themſelves, and likewiſe thoſe 
That, with them, did by Unbelief oppoſe 
The heav'nly Promiſe ; tho? the Faithful were 
Conducted ſafe, and took Poſſeſſion there, 
 Ev*n in the Land that did with Sweetneſs flow; 
So do the ſlothful and the careleſs now 
Raiſe Doubtings, and diſtruſt of Victory, 
In all that do not, with true Fervency, 
Preſs forward chearfully, with holy Fear, 
Knowing their Captain of Salvation near. 
O let the Love, which ſets the Heart on Fire 
To follow him, increaſe a true Deſire 
In thee, to perſevere unto the End ; 7 
For Iſrael's King for ever will defend 
All that upon him faithfully depend. 6 
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til 
Meditations in Trouble. 


LAS, when my diſtreſſed Mind, 
e, Through ſecret Drawings, is inclin'd, 
age Great King ! to wait on thee ; ; 
O how the ſubtil Enemy 
Preſents fond Fancies, to entice aſide, 
My Heart from true Stability; Th 
So to deſpiſe true laſting Joys, 
And entertain vain tranſitory Toys, 
Which n&er can ſatiate the Soul, when try'd. 


O how would Sloth entice mine Eyes ! 
e My weary Eyes to Sleep, 
That had more Cauſe to weep, 
e Becauſe the Solace of my Soul ſeems gone, 
And left my Heart alone, 
7 Surrounded with a Troop of Enemies. 


O whither is he gone? Or where 
Shall I go mourn, till he appear, 
Who is my Life, my Love ? 
Alas, how ſhall I 8 
Him to return, that's ſecretly retir'd; 

Like unto one diſpleas'd, 

0 Who, till he be appeas'd, 
My Heart cannot be cas'd ; 

4 He is one lovely, and to be admir'd 
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How long, alas, my Love, my Life, | 
Wilt thou with-hold the influence - 
Of thy enam'ring Countenance, 
The Light of Life! Bow down thine Ear 
To an afflicted Heart, and hear 

Its Crics and Groans, and grant Relief. 


Without thy Preſence all's in vain ; 
Alas, how long ſhall I complain? 
The Cauſe of Grief is not from thee : 40 
Is there not ſome Iniquity, . 
That keeps thus at a Diſtance from my Love? 
Or art thou pleas'd to ſhroud : 
Me thus, as in a Clond ? 
How long, Lord, ſhall it be 6 
Before thou pleaſe to anſwer from above ? 


*T'is none but thee, thou holy One! 
*Tis thy prevailing Light alone | 
Can rend the Vail, and all theſe Clouds remove WW 
It's thou that grieves for me, | 
And makes my Soul in Sympathy, 
Thus to pant after thee, thou God of Love. 


1 dt 


Concerninu\s 


5 


las 


Miſcellaneous Poems, 7 


I; 


; 


Concerning Trials. 


[ LAS, how hard a Thing 
. It is to bring 

Into a true Subjection, Fleſh and Blood, 
. Quietly to entertain 
© (And not complain) 5. 
Thoſe Exerciſes that attend for Good 
Y 


> ? 


My Life, my Joy, my Love, 
IF Sm thou pleaſe to prove 
And exerciſe my poor perplexed Mind, 
Teach me to wait in Fear, 
| Thar I may learn to bear 
hat Trials may attend, of any Kind: 


OVC. 


And, guarded by thy Ray, 1 
Walk in the Way, = 
That leads directly to the Throne of Grace; 
Where in Humility, 
| Poor I may be 
Admitted to fit down ith* heav' nly Place : 


And there to thee diſcharge 

My Griefs at large, 

ernius to a Boſom-Friend, that bears with me, 
And often paſſes by 

Faults of Iofirmity: 


Alas, I cannot bear too much for thee ! 
i 11 Then 
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Then work thy bleſſed Will, 
So to fulfil 
Thy ſacre: Counſel, for a further Trial ; 
All Trials work for Good 
(Though croſs to Fleſh and Blood) 
To them that follow thee in Self-denial 3 


Bearing the Croſs ; for ſo 
| Thine come to know 
We have a juſt High Prieſt, that's pleas'd to be 
(Although he dwells above 
What Grief can move) 
Touch'd with a Senſe of our Infirmity. 


Ah, let us ne'er forget, 
When ſore beſet 
With Tribulation, or when Snares ſurround, 
Humbly to lean to thee ! 
Then ſhall we ſee 
The Joys of thy Salvation to abound. 


So living Praiſes due 
( Thou holy, juſt, and true) 
To thee, thy dear Redeemed may proclaim, 
And in Sincerity 
May magnify, 
With Heart and Tongue, thy great eternal Name. 


1679. Amen. 
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Thou, great King of Kings, ariſe and reign | 
Except thy Virtue ſprings, all Worſhip's vain 3 


| Except thy quick'ning Life be felt'to riſe, 
There's none can offer up a Sacrifice, 

That finds Acceptance with ſo great a King: 
| And then, who dare into thy Preſence bring 
| The Blemiſhed, the Maimed, or the Blind, 


Which with an earthly Prince could never find 
Any Regard z but rather for the fame, 


| Severe Chaſtizement, with Rebuke and Shame, 


() let thy holy Power operate 

Within thy Temple, thou immaculate, 

Holy, High Prieſt ! O Jet thy Hand prepare 

The Sacrifice: Then Vael may not fear 

To find Admittance to the royal Throne; 

Thou'lt ſmell the Sweetneſs, and accept thy own. 

Well wait in Patience, and depend on thee, | 

Thou only canſt rebuke the Enemy; 

That old Deceiver, Satan, though he ſtand. 

Among thy Children, as at the right Hand 

Of Joſbua; *tis thy own Arm alone 

Can ſave the Brand pluck'd from the Fire, or none, 

'Tis thou that tak*ſt the filthy Garment from us, 

And in thy Love art pleas'd to put upon us 

Thy royal Robe of Righteouſneſs, whereby 

We find Acceſs betore thy Majeſty, 

To touch thy glorivus Scepter, and appear 

Before the Throne of Grace; where, over Fear, 
| | . Love 
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Love ſweetly hath prevail'd: Yet ſhall there be 


An holy Awe in all that worſhip thee, 

An humble, deep engaged, filial Fear, 

As to a tender Father, trom his dear 

Obedient Off-ſpring 3 "watchful to attend 

His holy Precepts ; fearful to offend, 

For very Love ; not as in Slavery, 

Dreading the Laws of juſt Severity ; 

But as by Love engag'd, which fills the Breaſt 
With Satisfaction, not to be expreſs'd 

With mortal Tongue; as thou waſt pleaſed, by 
Th Apoſtle, whom thou lov'dſt, to ſignify. 
We're now thy Sons, great King ! but who can tell 
What we ſhall be hereafter, when we dwell 
With thee in Glory ? Can the Hand of Man 
Meaſure the Fulneſs of the Ocean? 

Then may a finite Engine teſtify 

The boundleſs Splendor of Eternity. 
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Of MODE STV. 


OME covet to be deck'd in rich Attire, 
With Gold and Pearl, that others may admire, 
Eſteem, and honour them; and that they may 
Advance a Beauty, that will ſoon decay, 

It Imperfections did not lodge within, 

What mean theſe Deckings of the fading Skin? 


They, in whoſe noble Breaſt true Virtue dwells, 


Need not ſo much r adorn their outward Shells; 
For Modeſty doth many Ways expreſs, 


To all Obſervers, innate Comlinels : 


Modeſt Attire, and Meckneſs, ſignify 
A Mind compos'd of native Purity; 
Needs no Appendices for to ſet forth 


| A Jewel of a more admired Worth, 


Than Indian Mines can boaſt ; thoſe beautify 

A Sepulchre, and make it fair to th? Eye; 

But this ſhews innate Worth, and adds thereto 

Such Luſtre, thoſe alone could never ſhew : 

For where there is a chaſte retired Mind, 

Th* Apparel, Geſture, Speech, & Looks confin'd 

Within the Bounds of Modeſty, proclaim 

An upright Heart, kept clear from Spot or Stain: 

This both adorns the Gravity of Age, 

And doth in blooming Years timely preſage 

A right heroic Heart ;. where Liberty, 

That's inconſiſtent with true Modeſty, 

Is not deſir*d : Such ſtudy to behave 

Themſelves diſcreetly, modeſt, meek, and grave; 
| H 3 Bur 
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But if a Smile appear, ſuch as a Child 
Reflects on's Mother, in Love undefiPd, 
»Tis guarded with ſuch ſimple Innocence, 


As gives no juſt Occaſion of Offence. 
For Modeſty in Covenant doth bind 


TheEyes, leſt they prove Traytors to the Mind ; } 


But neer inſtructs the Hand to plant a Snare, 
Lay Nets with gaudy Garments, plaited Hair, 
Or other golden Superfluities, 


To caprivate vain Hearts, and wand'ring Eyes: 


No, it abhors whatever ſeems to be 
A Blemiſh unto chaſte Simplicity : 
Yet proves itſelf a far more potent Charm, 


Than wanton Looks, but daunis approaching Harm, g 


Like ſome ftrong Fortreſs, whence the Enemy 
Retreats, deſpairing of a Victory. 

Thus Modeſty, and ſpotleſs Innocence, 

Is often to itſelf a ſure Defence. f 

This is the Virgin's Ornament, whereby 
Beauty's adorn'd; for this doth beautify, 
Where fading Colours flouriſh not, and may 


Be term'd a Dow'r, whoſe Worth ſhall n&er decay. 


Sure Men, as Men, cannot forget to prize it; 
Tho' ſome, as Brutes, not minding it, deſpiſe it 
Elſe would their Words and Geſture rarely be 
So poiſonous, with groſs Impiety : 
Obſcene Diſcourſe, that horrid Smoke that fumes 
From ſcorching Darkneſs, that within conſumes 
Some broil'd tormented Hearts, cannot proceed 
From a chaſte Breaſt, no Roſe brings forth a Weed, 
For this doth always conſtantly retain 
Such an Abhorrence of all frothy, vain, 
Abſurd Expreſſions, that *twill manifeſt, 
The ſad Reſentment of a troubled Breaſt, 


r 4 AA 


L. 


. Miſcellaneous Poems. 79 
In crimſon Colours; which do oft appear 
In modeſt Bluſhes, when th' unwilling Ear 


? Is made Partaker of ſuch Words as be 
A bold Affront to ſpotleſs Modeſty. 
Although there doth no inward Guilt upbraid, 


Or bring Indictment ; yet with Looks diſmay'd, 


5 They ſignify Diſguſt, and ſeem to fear 


They ſhould be cenſur'd, being preſent where 
Such Words were utter'd (though injuriouſly) 
As one with them in the Conſpiracy. 

Some ſay, *tis Treaſon but to lend an Ear 


b To treaſonable Speeches, and forbear 
I' accule, or elſe to leave the Company. 
rm, 


Thus chaſte Clitomachus, through Modeſty 


Quickly departing, ſhew'd that he abhorr'd 


The needleſs Guilt of an uncivil Word, 


Whene'er he heard it; and *twas worthily 
Recorded, to inſtruct Poſterity. 


For though the Dictates in each human Breaſt, 


| Would, if obſerv'd, teach all Men to deteſt 


Such criminal Expreſſions, as declare 


Their Owners odious to a modeſt Ear; 


Yet Precedents of Virtue may be found 

Of good Effect, when thoſe of Vice abound. 
Nor let it ſeem to any ſober Mind 

A Paradox, that Modeſty ſhould find 

A Place in either Sex, although it be 
Aſcribed to the one peculiarly. 

Reaſon, that honours Mankind more than Beaſt, 
Gives forth its Laws and Dictates in each Breaſt 
Virtue ſhould therefore in both Sexes dwell ; 
Some may in theſe, and ſome in thoſe, excel : 
Yet this, with many more, are not confin'd 


To either ſolely ; but the prudent Mind 
H 4 In 
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In both embrace it ; for it regulates 
Deportment both in high and low Eſtates : 
For where ſhe dwells, inſulting Arrogance, 
Or any unbecoming Confidence, 

Muſt not remain, leſt theſe defile and ſtain . 
The Heart, where Virtue ſhould prevail & reign ; Þ 
That Modeſty may by its Influence, 

Hide and avoid Occaſion of Offence. 

As Scripture Record to Poſterity, 

Doth chronicle the virgin Modeſty 

Of S$hem and Japhet, who went back to hide 
The Nakedneſs their Brother did deride; 
On whom the Curle became thereby entaiPd 
To after- Ages, but a Bleſſing ſcal'd | 
To them, and to their Progeny, whoſe Names 
(Like to a precious Ointment, that retains 

Its Fragancy) ſhall till inherit Praiſe, 

And be a Precedent to latter Days. 

For though the Memory of ſome doth rot, 
Virtue ſhall live, and never be forgot : 

The wiſe in Heart eſteem it, and thereby 
Order their Converſation prudently, 

And would not an unſeemly Act commit, 
Though mortal Eye ſhould n&er diſcover it: 
For Mͤodtſty, that in their Boſom reigns, 
Deteſts ahd loaths whatever ſpots or ſtains ; 
Reſtraining from all Rudeneſs, it inclines 

To Gravity and Meckneſs, and refines 

The Language; intimating, that we ſhould 
Be [wift ro hear, but never over-bold 

To ſpeak, though eloquent; and then take heed 
Leſt Words extravagantly may exceed 

A mild and civil Tone; for ſpoken loud, 
They ſcem to ſumn.ous-in the liſt'ning Crowd: 


Nor 
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Nor ſhould they ſavour of Scurrility ; 
For theſe are not the Effects of Modeſty, 
Which never can delight in Calumnies, 
Abuſing others with Tongue-injuries, 
Although reviPd : Civility diſdains | 
n; To vie in Folly, where no Prize pertains 
Dato the Vidtors ; the true noble Mind 
| Conquers a Wrong by Patience, is reſign'd 
For Virtue's Sake to bear, that Reaſon may 
Be re-enthron'd, and Paſſion paſs away, 
Th' Examples, which the Ancients did afford 
| Hrreto, are many, left upon Record; 
For civil Nature's Dictates in each Breaſt, 
Do far exceed what here can be éexpreſs'd. 


mes 1079. 


Meditation. 


LAS, alas! This Day 
Seems almoſt paſt away; 
What ſhall I lay ? My Love 


= Doth hide his Face from me, 
Who ſorrows in Perplexity : 
Ah, ſhall not Sighs and Groans prevail to move 
Unto Compaſſion ? Shall 
4 My drooping Spirit call 
And cry, but find no Ear, 
need No Entrance, no Acceſs, 


To eaſe my Heart in great Diſtreſs ? 
Ah, Lord! How long canſt thou forbear to hear? 


Great 


* 
a 2 
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Great dreadful Majeſty, 
W hoſe Omnipotency 
Is Omnipreſent ! Doth not Love 
Always abound with thee ? 
Yea ſurely, though it be 


Thine holy Pleaſure thus fometimes to prove. 


Eſpecially when we 
Have lighted thee, 
Or to thine Enemy inclin'd, 
Or have not kept retit'd, 
Nor fervently deſir'd 


Thy Preſence with a right compoſed Mind. 


Yet, O my chiefeſt Love ! 
Thy rowling Bowels move, 
And thee to Pity now conſtrain, 
Thy condeſcending Ear 
Could not forget to hear, 


Nor ſhall worm Jacob's Seed for Want complain, 


Worthy art thou to be 


Sought to in Fervency ; 
The careleſs ones ſhall not prevail: 


Thou, gracious Prince indeed, 


Favours the wreſtling Seed; 


This, in its Expectation, cannot fail. 


T hou waits to manifeſt by, Love to Man. 


Thy ſweet Encouragement 
In Seaſon does prevent 

All Doubtings and Diſtruſt that can 
Ariſe, if faithfully 
Our Hearts depend on thee; 


O teach 


ve 
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O teach my Soul to wait 
At th' Poſts of Wiſdom's Gate, 
| In holy Fear ! So to be found 
Prepar'd to meet with thee 
In true Sincerity, 


| In whoſe ſweet Preſence heav'nly Joys abound. 


1679. 
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On ELIIAEH. 


How th? eternal Goodneſs from above 
Diſtils upon his Children Show'rs of Love 


And in the Midſt of Trials manifeſts 


Supporting Solace in their panting Breaſts; 
Engaging thoſe, whom chiefly he deſigns, 

To ſet for Witneſſes in trying Times; 
Refreſhing, feeding, ſtrength'ning, and directing 
Safely, with his indulgent Arm protecting, 
And hiding in the Hollow of his Hand, 
Thoſe that are faithful to his juſt Command. 
Thus was that holy Prophet of the Lord, 
Elijah, ſhelt'red from the threatning Sword 

Of cruel Fezabel, whoſe raging Breath 
Had vow'd, by all her Idols, ſudden Death 
Unto this Man of God (although in vain) 
For ſeeking to lead rael back again 

Unto the Lord, who then were gone aſtray, 
And wandred in a dark forbidden Way : 

The Almighty's ſacred Power did ſurround 
And guard him, but his Enemies confound. 


Now, 
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Now though Elijab thought himſelf alone, 
Surviving all true Prophets, and that none 
Were left but bim, there was ſeven thouſand more 
Preſerv'd alive, that only did adore 
The God of Jacob, would not bow the Knee 
Unto, or worthip Baa“'s falſe Deity. 

This Heaven reveal'd unto him, when he fate, 

As one in Sorrow, in dejected State; 

Becauſe the ſacred Name was then revil'd 
By Prieſts of Baal, th* holy Prophets kill'd : 

For thus the Lord doth in his Wiſdom try 

The uimoſt of Man's Wrath and Cruelty, 

As may conduce to th' Honour of his Name, 

But the Remainder ſhall his Arm reſtrain, 

And though that be permitted to extend 

Affliction to the Body, put an End 

To poor Mort-lity, bere is Man's Rage 

Confirm'd ; whilit from a weary Pilgrimage, 

Th immortal Soul reltas'd, arrives with Joy 

Unto the Heaven of Felicity, 

Where the more noble Soul lives to ſurvive 

T hole ſhort-liv'd Sorrows, and forgets to grieve ; 

Whoſe everlaſting Gicry doth tranicend 

Expreſſion, or what Man can comprehend ; 

Vet when th* Eternal pleaſeth to oppoſe. 

The baſe D-ſigns and Stratagems of thoſe 
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That would deſtroy, or wickedly ſuppreſs 5 
His faithful Ones, whom he intends to bleſs, Li 


He toon can blaſt their Projects, and confound 7 
Their chiefeſt Agents; with a Word ſurround 7 


Flis own, as wicn a bright celeſtia! -Hoſt * 
Ot Seraphins. Let not the Mighty boaſt Tk 
Themſelves in Strength: Can Man xeſiſt his Hand: Th 
The Thorns and reacting Briars then may ſtand Ha 


In 
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In Battle, to oppoſe conſuming Fire. 
Let rae! bow before him, and admire 


T7 His mighty Arm, and magnily his Name: 
He guardeth whom he will; his Pow'r's the fame, 
© © Which formerly the holy Prophet fed, 

0 And by th? obſequious Ravens ſent him Bread; 
2 


Tea, Bread & Fleſh, early & late, they brought 
Him, who his Maker's Glory chiefly ſought ; 
And for his Drink, Brook Cherith did ſupply 
With Water; which, for want of Rain, grew dry: 
| Unto Zareptha, by Command, he came, 
Where a poor Widow, though to entertain 
| A Gueſt but meanly furniſh'd, did receive 
The Prophet; and, through Faith, ſhe freely gave 
Part of her ſmall}, her almoſt waſted Store, 
Which ſhe had thought a little Time before 
To dreſs for her, and tor her Son, thereby 
To be refreſh'd, and ſhortly after die; 
Not knowing of ſo ſtrange Increaſe, until 
The holy Man, that knew the keavenly Will, 
Did, by divine Authority, proclaim, 
That till the Lord was pleas'd to ſend down Rain 
(Which then with-held, for the Iniquity 
That did abound, had brought th* Extremity 
Of Dearth and Famine) her tmall Stock of Meal, 
And little Cruiſe of Oil, ſhould never fail; 
Which ſhe believing, from the holy Word, 
3 Liv'd to admire the Worders of the Lord 
q pon her Son, whom when depriv'd of Breath, 
Elyah did prevail to call from Death, 
By terveot Supplication to that Pow'r 

2 That can the Dead to Lite again reſtore; 
1 bat unto her it might not ſeem to be 

10 Hard Meaſure for her Hoſpi ality. 


ve; 


3 hence 
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Thence, by Commiſſion from above he came 

To bring glad Tidings of long- ſought-for Rain; 

That J/rael might yet again incline 

To ſeek the Lord, who by his Power divine, 

Gives or with-holds a Bleſſing; and might learn, 

By thoſe and other Wonders, to diſcern 

The living God from Idols, who alone 

Anſwers by Fire from 's imperial Throne, 

As then *twas prov'd, to their Amaze and Shame: 

Yet when ſome ſought the Prophet to have lain, 

He to the Wilderneſs again retir'd, 

Where, though he, as in Agony, defir'd 

The Lord to take away his Life ; yet there, 

To comfort him, an Angel did appear; 

Who, touching him, bad him ariſe and take 

What he found ready there; which was a Cake 

Bak*d on the Coals : O who can but admire 

How there the Cake was bak'd on Coals of Fire! 

For which he took no care; and for his Drink, 

A Cruiſe of Water fet ! Ah, who would think 

The King of Kings ſhould be concern'd for theſe 

small Matters for poor Man! who, if he pleaſe, 
Can well ſupport, without the Strength of Bread, 

As then he did that holy Prophet lead 

Through th* ſandy Deſart forty Days, until 

He came to Horeb's Mount, the ſacred Hill, 

Where, reſting in a Cave, the great Command 

Then given to him was, Go forth and ſtand 

Before the Lord, bis Wonders to admare ; 

The rending Wind, the Earthquake, and the Fire, 

Paſs'd by, but he in none of theſe did ſee 

Such Soul-ainazing dreadful] Majeſty, 

As in the ſtul fmall Voice; then as with Dread 

And Revcrence, his Face he covered, 4 
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Or wrapped in his Mantle, ſtood to hear 
What more the Lord was pleaſed to declare, 


or to command him; that he humbly might 
Obey his Precepts, which was his Delight. 
= Thus was he treated by the holy One, 


And afterwards caught up unto his Throne, 
As in a fiery Chariot, where, above 

All Grief, he joys in pure eternal Love: 

; et who dare ſay, that for his Sake alone, 
uch great, ſuch glorious Wonders then were done? 
Did not the eternal Wiſdom ſignify 

His boundleſs, his all-conquering Love, thereby 
To all his faithful Servants? Ah, can he 
Ceaſe to be gracious, or unmindful be 

Of his afflicted tribulated Ones? | 
Nay ſurely, he hath own'd them for his Sons, 


And for his Daughters; and if they be found 
e Faithful to Death, they ſhall with Life be crown'd: 
. For he delights to glorify his Name 

Amidſt the Heatben: Therefore *tis in vain, 


For Men to curſe whom he deſigns to bleſs, 

Or by their Laws to hinder Righteouſneſs 

From running like a Stream; though formerly 
They pleaded Law, whereby the Juſt muſt die : 
Who now, and ever, lives ſole King of Kings, 
To whom the Angels Hallelujah ſings, 


ire, 
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Of EHASTITY 


IRTUE's its own Reward ; and Innocence, 
| Where'er it dwells, a Fortreſs of Defence; 
And in the Confines of pure Chaſtity, 

The heav'n born Soul finds joytul Liberty, 
And pleaſant Freedom; far ſurpaſſing all 
The Latitude of baſe, luxurious Thrall, 
Wherein the captivated Heart's inclin*d 

To dote on Trifles, where it cannot find 
True Solace, ſuiting the Nobility 

Of thar which ſprung from Immortality : 
Then why ſhould any, ſtiled rational, 

So ſlight their princely great Original, 

As to fit down content, to equalize 
Themſelves to Brutes, and ſordidly deſpiſe 
Enjoy ments more ſublime, which gratify 
The noble intellectual Faculty, 

Proper alone to Creatures rational ? 

To be prefer*'d before thoſe criminal, 
Polluting Pleaſures, which do ſo incenſe 

The injur*d (if not feared) Conſcience, 

As much allays their prelent ſeeming Joys, 
And feeds the gnawing Worm that never dies; 
Whilſt prudent Minds delight to contemplate 
The Wiſdom of that Power, that did create 
And form the Univerſe : The Myſtery 

Of Naturc*s ſcarce oblerved Harmony, 

And that iatrinfick Virtue, that is found 

Ia foine femihiar Concrets to abound, 
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Brings a Delight inferior to none, 


Save the Indwelling of that Lord alone, 

That gives the Knowledge of them, and did frame 
Them to the Glory of his holy Name : 

The ſweet Experience whereof, I find, 


Is, by a noble and ingenious Mind, 

* Acknowledged ; aſſerting it to raiſe 

* The Heart, to celebrate their Maker's Praiſe. 

| Why then ſhould'ſo much Time, Expence, & Coſt, 
Bc on ſome vain deluding Objects loft ; 

| Which, as with Cnains, do bind in Slavery, 

| And overwhelm in grols Impurity, 

Some doting Mortals, whole depraved Senſe 
Can taſte no Pleaſures, not derived thence ? 

| But where unſtained Chaſtity doth reign, 


The Mind kept pure, is apt to entertain 
Joys more refin'd; and then, ii any rude 
Diſturbing Thought would ſecretly intrude, 


is ſoon expePd, and baniſn'd from the Breaſt, 


Where Chaſtity hath taken up her Reſt: 

For here the Thoughts, the Words & Actions be, 

Well ſeaſon'd with an awful Gravity 

The good Effects of an internal Law, 

Which doth, by its prevailing Precepts, draw 

Unto Obedience ; whoſe Recompence 

Doth far furmount all tranſient Joys of Senſe : 

Tet, ah, how many make it their Deſign, 

T* entice the Soul, and lead beyond the Line 

Of innate Law, through pleaſant Confidence, 

Bringing at Jaſt to boundleſs Impudence ; 

That Enemy to Virtue, that prophane 

Preludium unto a tragick Scene, 

Which doth by Heart-beguiling Paſtimes bring 

The yieldiog Captives to the wounding Sting 
I RT ® 
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Of inward Horror, a tormenting Pain, 


T har frets their Hearts, involv'd in laſting Shame; 


Whilſt Peace and Honour evermore remains 


To them, in whoſe chaſte Breaſt true Viriue reigns 


Both Scxes are adorn'd by Chaſtity, 
For, as recorded to Polterity, 
Great Heroes, for their Valour much renown'd, 
If in their princely Boſoms this was found, 
As by a Law to limit; ſuch did gain 

A more enobling Luſtre to their Name: 
But thoſe, from whom great Armies coriquer'd fled, 
That by a wanton Heart were vanquiſhed, 
(Though Fortitude is not to be forgot) 

This to their Names is a perpetual Blot. 

Who conquers Self, Virtue more noble calls, 
Than he that overthrows-the ſtrongeſt Walls: 
Then for the bluſhing Sex, what Tongue can tell 
The Infamy that on her Name ſhall dwell, 
That wants the Ornament of Chaſtity ? 

*Tis a Reproach unto her Memory: — 
But ſhe that keeps her Mind retir'd and chaſte, 
Her Praile ſtha)l flouriſh ; Fame nor Envy's Blaſt 
Can never blemilh it; that happy Peace, 

That in her Boſom lives, ſhall never ceate. 
This thercfore is to ſome a Pearl as dear 

As Life; and ſuch do leſs regard or fear 
The Loſs of Life, and all, than once to ſtain 
T heir chaſte reſerved Souls, with Guilt & Shame. 
Thus fair Matilda rather choſe to die 

A Martyr to her ſpotleſs Chaſtity, 

Than with a gnawing Guile and Horror live, 
In all the Pleaſures that a Court could give 
Who tho' with Mortals ſhe be ceas'd to dwell, 
She lives where Joys immortal do excel! R 
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| All Vanities on Farth ; and here her Name 
| Doth ſti}l in Honour and Eſteem remain, 

| Virtue beſtows a Crown of endleſs Praiſe, 
On all that to it conlecrate their Days. 


| One, whoſe unblemiſh'd outward Caſe, 


Mz:ſcellaneous Poems, 91 


1679. 


ä 
— 


G NN ENA 


F I to Love would tc inclind, 
And without leeking, kucw to find 


Princely Deportment, comely Grace, 
Might unto each oblervant Eye, 
Denote the true Nobility 
Ot an heroick Heart and Mind, 
From ſordid Vanity ſublin'd, 
dSlacerely pious, loyal, chaſte, 
And with fuch inward Peace poſſeſt, 
That bluſt'ring Storms cculd ne'er prevent 
True'inward Solace and Content : 
Whom proſp'tous L.ot exalts not high, 
Nor can a croſs Adverlity 
Much diſcompoſe ; oblerving well 
That all Things here are mutable ; 
Who rightly knows to prize a Friend, 
Without a baſe ſiniſter End. 
And though a Competency here 
Of needful Things, without much Care 
Enjoying, knows Treaſure lid up, 
Secur'd from Theft, and Moths corrupt 
Yer here, in Viſibles, can ſce 
The ara of Eternity; | 
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And knowing Rule, 1-6 ruling , 

In true Dominioa Tings bel; 
Me+-l:, though Mejeſtick 3 Val, and 
That Selt- and Paſſion can command: 
Rich in all Virtues, to complete 

A noble Heart, more good inan great 3 
*Tis ſuch an one as this ſhall be 

Much honour'd, and eſtecm'd by me. 


A Meditation. 


(from me: 


II, Lord! Why hid'ſt thou now thy Face 
My Soul expects no Comfort but from thee; 
No Joy, but Grief ; no Solace can be found, 

But Soul. diſtracting Sorrows ſtill abound, 
Within my troubled Breaſt ; if thou retire, 
Or hide thy Face, all my Delights expire. 
How can I live, except thy quick*ning Breath 
Breathe on me, and ſubdue the Power of Death! 
Ah, let my Heart thy holy Ghoſt receive, 
That ſo a Reſurrection from the Grave, 
I may not only know, but be renew'd 
In Strength, to preſs ev'n through a Multitude 
Of Tribulations, Lord, to follow thee | 
Which if they ſometimes as a Trial be, 
'To prove the Love, whereto thou doſt engage 
My Heart and Soul, in this backſliding Age, 
Let many Waters never quench the ſame, 
But rather be as Oil pour'd on the Flame; 
Which quickens, not extinguiſheth the Fire : 


So may theſe Trials rouſe my dull . | 
fl 
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Still more and more in Fervency to move 
And tend to thee, thou pure eternal Love; 
For, ah, the Warmth of thy enliv* ing Ray, 
| Proclaims the Dawning of th' eterna Day; 

| Which ſecretly encourages to hear 

| Theſe light Afflictions; for the Day draws near, 
| Wherein ſhall be a Glory, far tranſcending 
| Theſe Griefs reveal'd, a Glory never ending. 
But, Lord, ſupport me; there's no Trials can 
So far perplex, that on the outward Man 

May be impos'd; no Sorrow that can be 

| Like the withdrawing of thyfelf from me: 
Thou only art the Solace of my Soul, 

| To thee let my diſtreſſed Heart condole 

Her Troubles, for there's none like that, when thou 
WithFrowns beclouds the Brightneſs of thy Brow, 
Or ſecretly with-holds the glorious Ray, 
Which is my Sun and Shield, my Strength & Stay; 
My chiefeſt Counſellor, mine All: Ah, then 
How can my Troubles be deſcrib'd by Pen! 
The Threats of this vain World ſhall not afflict me, 
Except the Darling of my Soul reject me: 
For *tis thine Abſence is the greateſt Grief, 

Thy loving Preſence is a true Relief. 

O "tis my long*d-for Joy, mine only One! 

This Bleſſing therefore grant me, Lord, or none. 
O 'tis thy Love that thus engageth me, 
To wreſtle with, and follow after thee | 

And though to prove me, thou mayſt tarry long, 
Preſerve in Patience, let me never wrong 
Thy Favours, ſo as once to entertain 
Another Lover, or to tyrn again 

in Heart to Egypt : Can her Garlick be 


Ot any pleaſant Savour ow to me, 
T | 1 3 | Oc 
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Or any other Soul, that once had fed 

On Manna-Delicates, or Angels Bread? 
Which even in the Deſart thou affords 
Abundantly, as holy Writ records 

Thou didſt of old : No, no, *twas Penury 
Enforced, in the Land of Slavery, 

To feed thereon, It thy indulgent Care 
Provide and feed my Soul with better Fare, 
Teach me to prize thy Love; 'tis now the ſame; 
To Iſrael's Seed, thou ſay'ſt not, Wait in vain ; 
But thou appear'ſt, who always doſt regard 
Thy breathing Babes, and with thee thy Reward 
Ot inward Comforts known, with an Increaſe 
Of Joy, ard Earneſt of eternal Peace, 

To thoſe that keep thy Covenant; to them 
Thy Promuc e all Yea and Amen, 

1680. 
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Cf the Rainbow. 


How ſtupendious are thy Wonders, Lord, 
() Which thou effeReſt by thy living Word! 

How gloriouſly preſented every where, 

Do they to the diſcerning Eye appear! 

Which, as it views the Outſide, may diſcover 

| The inward Wonder, by the Shel] vail'd over. 

| Hath not each Viſible a Myſtery ? 

Doth not each Herb proclaim a D-ity ? 

Which, with ſo fine an Eſſence, gave it Birth, 

Out of the groſs dark Bowels of the Earth. 

If theſe familiar little Creatures be 

Such Cauſe of Admiration, what may we 

Obſerve in this vaſt Concave of the Sky, 

So full of Wonders to a ſearching Eye ? 

Do not the heavenly Orbs declare thy Glory, 

Great King, as in an univerſal Story? _ 

Sun, Moon and Stars, do by their Light proclaim 

A power Divine, and magnify thy Name : 

Can then this curious Semi-circle, deck*d 

With ſuch pure undy'd Colours, but affect 

Our Hearts with Dread and Wonder ? Can a Sign 

Ot ſuch Concern and Glory, by divine 

Authority plac'd in the Firmament, 

To ſignify that gracious Covenant, 

Which, for thy Goodneſs, for thy Mercy's-ſake, 

Thou, in thy tender Pity, pleas'd to make 

With poor ungrateful Mortals, that thereby 

They might believe, Floods ſhould uo more deſt roy 
14 All 
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All Animals, paſs unobſerv'd ? Though Man, 
Through his ambitious Ignorance began 
Soon to inſult, altho' in vain 3 his Power 

And Policy, both faiPd at Babel's Tower: 
Yet hait thou not remov'd this ſignal Token 
Of thy endearing Love ; nor raſhly broken 
Thy laſting Cov'nant; but thereby doſt ſhew, 
That thou alone art faithful, juſt and true. 
O can the great Memorial to the Nation, 
The Rainbow, but excitc our Admiration, 
When it appears! Were not the Signs of Heaven, 
And Wonders in th* Earth, ordain'd and given 
For more ſublime Deſigns, than only be 
Look*d at, and gaz'd on. 'by Mortality ? 
Did not the great Apoſtle once atteſt, 
That Things inviſible are manifeſt 
By thoſe that do appear ? Did not thereby 
Same of the Gentiles learn Divinity ? 

Why may they not as well excite and raiſe 
— to celebrate the Author's Praile ? 
1680. 
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| So they who dote on Riches that have Wings, 
Or any other tranſitory Things, 

Do but with great perplexing Cares prevent 

I hat which they moſt pretend to ſeek, Content. 
Where may it then be ſought ? Behold, it lies 

{ Hid, as a Treaſure, from the vultrous Eyes: 

| Yet there's a Garden where this Plant doth grow, 
Which who deſires to find, mult learn to know 


| Diſdaining to admire that Ido], Gold, 


| Its Earth-bred Luſtre 3 knowing how to uſe it, 
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Of CONTEN T. 


/ HO ſeeks a Prize where *tis not to be found, 
Makes his Confuſion but the more abound : 


A Heart that's well refin'd and purifi'd 
From high-aſpiring diſcontented Pride; 


But can, as with undazled Eyes, behold 


Not hoarding it to ruit, that's to abuſe it; 
That cannot for vile Pleaſures proftirute 
The noble Soul to grovel with the Brute; 
That cannot be ſo bound to human Faſhion, 
As to be over-ſway*d with furious Paſſion : 
But doth, as with a well compoſed Mind, 
Hear Self revil'd and ſcorn'd ; yet not inclin'd 
Unto Revenge, but ſtill refers the Wron 

To him, to whom all Vengeance doth belong: 
And can in inward Purity rejoice, 

Though Virtue's branded with the Name of Vice 
That do in Joy ſuch equal Temper know, 
That Sorrow cannot make it ſtoop too low, 


Nor 
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Nor be afraid, although the Word ſhould frown, 


Nor yet forget himſelf, through vain Renown ; 
That counts an Injury worth no Reward, 

Save only this, a noble Diiregard ; 

That's unto laviſh Fear ſo much a Stranger, 
That it undaunted meets approaching Danger; 
Yea, high and low Eſtates can calmly bear, 
Without Diſturbance or diſtracting Care; 

T hat honours Virtue, though in Poverty, 
Rather than Vice, puft*d up with Dignity ; 
Whoſe equal Juſtice cannot vex his Foe, 


X 
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Nor ſpare his Friend, if that his Cauſe fays, no; 
Who, tho' in Pow'r, would not inflict a Wrong, 


Nor yet can ſee th' Oppreſſed ſuffer long, 
Without Relief; but chearfully doth lend 
A Helping- hand to Enemy or Friend; 


Whole Word's more binding than a golden Chain, 


Who ſtedfaſt to his Promile doth remain; 
And will perform it, though no Ear attend, 
To teſtify betwixt him and his Friend; 
Who, in great multiplicity, can fipd 

A calm and wiſely-recollected Mind; 
Knowing, that Heav'n did never this ordain 

A Slave to Earth, but over it to reign: 

And having Treaſure, which no Ruſt can rot, 
Doth uſe the World as if he us'd it not: 
And chearfully ſubmit to Providence, 

(Not by Conſtraint) in what it doth diſpence ; 
Whether in Storms or Trials; for he knows 
That promis'd Comforts appertain to thoſe 
That mourn ; or if his Lord and Maſter pleaſe, 
Can joy in Sun-ſhine, or more proſp'rous Days; 
Knowing th' Eternal Wiſdom never errs, 


Therefore ſincerely in his Thoughts preters D 
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That Will before his own; ſo comes to learn, 

: Wiſdom and Love in all Things to diſcern; 
Who need not boaſt what Anceſtors have been, 
When all their Virtues ſhine more bright in him; 
Which is a greater Honour than to be 

The Refuſe of ſome famous Pedigree; 

This knows ſuch Peace the World can ne'er prevent, 
Here's that much ſought-tor, durable Content. 


1680. 


An EPISTLE ro M. R. 


HIS Opportunity did me invite, (write 
Dear Couſin, (tho' with ſcribbling Pen) to 


Theſe Lines unto thee, thus to manifeſt 

I have not yet excluded from my Breaſt 

I b' Remembrance of thee, neither Time nor Place, 
Though far remote, ſhould cancel or deface 
The Monument of Friendſhip in that Mind, 
That is to th* everlaſting Truth inclin'd. 

O may this always our Inſtructor be! 

Then ſhall we live in conſtant Amity: 

Let Truth in th' inward Part be always dear 

| Unto thee, then thy Counſellor is near; 
Who will inſtru& thee, how thou mayſt behave 
| Thyſelf at all Times, modeſt, meek and grave 


That thou mayſt find that Peace, which doth excel 
All viſible Enjoyments, and ſo dwell 
In undefiled Love, that will attend 


The truly humble Heart unto the End. 


An 
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An EplsrLEk 20 Couſin J. R. 


OULD pious Paul deſire that dreadful State, 


To be anathemiz'd, or ſeparate 
From Jeſus Chriſt, his high eſteemed Lord, 
For Iſraelites, to whom the heavenly Word, 
The Promiſes and Law did appertain, 
The People unto whom the Cov'nants came, 
His Kindred in the Fleſh ? Then how can I 
Be unconcern'd for thee, my near Ally ? 
No, no; for Love, the univerſal Love, 
Which tenderly doth viſit from above, 
Deſires the Good of all ; takes no Delight 
That Sinners die in Sin, but doth invite 
All to return to him, and live; for he 
Hath promis'd their Iniquity ſhall be 
Forgotten, they in Righteouſneſs ſhall live; 
And he, to them who overcome, will give 
A Crown of .Life ; yea, they ſhall ſplendidly 
Be cloath'd with Robes of Immortality. 
Conſider well theſe Things, my Friend, and learn 
To know what chiefly 1s thy great Concern ; 
That noble Off-ſpring of the Deity, 
Why ſhould it be ſeduc'd with Vanity? 
O come, and in true Lowlineſs of Mind, 
Receive Inſtruction ! Seek, and ye ſhall find, 
Is a ſufficient Warrant to begin | 
To ſcek the Piece of Silver, hid within 
TheHouſe, thy Heart ; redeem thy preciousT ime, 
And find it out. O let thy Mind incline 5 
nte 
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Uto the Voice, that doth in ſecret ſay, 
As one behind thee, This is Wiſdem's Way, 
* Walkinit; this will lead to laſting Joys; 
Deſpiſe them not tor tranſitory Toys. 
Aim'ſt thou at Honour? Know, a ſudden Puff 
| Blaſts it, and often leaves a ſtinking Snuff. 
Ah, ſeeſt thou not, that here all vain Renown 
Is daſh'd and diſannulled with a Frown ? 
Seek Honour from above, and fear the Lord, 
And hearken to his holy living Word, 
Hid in thy Heart, that frequently reproves : 
| Wiſdom rebukes, and chaſtens whom ſhe loves. 
But where there's noReproof, there's Cauſe of Fear 
| Leſt that che holy One ceaſe {triving there: 
| Such may too late bewail themſelves, and ſay, 
| O that 1 might be ſpar'd another Day ! 
What can a wounded Spirit ſatiate, 
When Soul and Body muſt be ſeparate ? 
Whilſt therefore Time doth unto thee remain, 
Take up the Croſs, and own that holy Name, 
| Chriſt crucify'd, and riſen from the Grave, 
Whoſe Life's the Light of Men, that comes to fave. 
But what avails to read the Hiſtory ! 
In Silence learn to know the Myſtery : 
For inwardly the Heart's defil'd with Sin, 
Therefore Salvation mult be wrought within, 
By that which humbles, and that boweth down 
ToJudgment ; firſt the Croſs and then the Crown. 
The World 1s as a Fire to purify 
The Heart of Man from all Iniquity, 
Before it be a Word of Conſolation, | 
And bring the Soul glad Tidings of Salvation, 
All this (I hope) thou knowſt; but he that knows ic | 
Is not thereby approv'd, bur he that does it 5 F 
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The Doer of the Word eis juſtify'd, 

Becauſe he by the ſame is lanctity'd. : 
Slight not the Day of ſmall Things, leſt there be 
_ Greater with-holden and conceal'd from thee. [ 
Was it not ſaid, when Ephraim was a Child, 

I loved him (that s Jowly, meek and mild Ty 

O be not high and lofty, but come down, $ 
With quick Zacheus, if thou'lt gain the Crown 
Ot Life and Peace, Hark, doth not Jeſus 4 . 


Salvation's come unto th Houſe this Day ? 
It thoult receive it, caſt it not away. 
1630, 


An E L E GF. | , 


'HE faireſt Flow'rs are not ſecur*d fromBlaſts, 
The {trongeſt Tow'rs muſt unto Ruin yield, 
Each Viſible unto its Period haſtes, A 
And by Retreat all calPd to quit the Field; 
Both Animals and Vegetables fall, 
Nature to common Change expoleth all: 


None can ſecure himſelt. Man, though poſſeſt 
Of that great Faculty, ſtil'd rational, 


May plead no Privilege above the reſt, Tt 
But ſtoop to th? Fate o' th? meaneſt Animal: | 
Yet herein doth a myſtick Grandeur lie, A1 


He bath a nobler Part can never die. 


Altho 
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Altho' remov'd trom Converſe with his Friend; 
Relations and Acquaintance, are depriv'd 
be | Ot bis Society, Words can't extend 
* FTeuncqual Objects; ſome are therefore griev'd 
Thus to he ſeparated from each other; 
From a dear Father, or a tender Mother. 


n © can their Oit-ſpring be ſo unconcern'd, 
a As not a little to breathe forth their Grief, 
"Ch Where ſympathetick Bowels often yearn'd, 
| Yet cannot now adminiſter Relief 
To either Side] Survivers may complain, 
Mourn & lament their Abſence, bur in vain. 


But yet we may a little ruminate 

On by-paſt T things, impreſſed on the Mind, 
And (tho? with Griet) revolve that former State, 
When each in others Joys did Solace find; 

| And let their Virtues flouriſh in each Breaſt, 
aſts And Mem'ries live, tho? they are gone to reſt. 


Ah, he is gone, who was a Father dear 
eld Unto his Ofi-ipring, with a tender Eye, 
| Waiting for Good, though ſcemingly levere, 
all: When careleſs Crimes enforc'd Severity: 
As famous Judges often Sentence give 
ost With Tears, fo he with the Chaſiiz's did grieve. 


This dear Paternal Love did more engage 
His Childrens Hearts, than here may be expreſt, 
Alluring (as it were) our tender Age 
To his Advice; Love's Conqueſt is the beſt. 
Let others boaſt their forcd Authority, 
Reigning like Tyrants in their Family. 55 
| | or 
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Nor did he count it as his chicteſt Care, 
To gather for them Superfluity, : 
Knowing that Earth-bred Wealth is oft a Snare, 
Whereby the Heart's engag'd to Vanity: | 
His gen'rous Spirit rather was inclin'd : 
To furniſh them with Treaſures of the M:nd { 


And though, in outward Shew, he did appear 17 
Leſs forward in profeſſing Things divine, 

His Heart was not without an holy Fear, 
Light in his youthful Days began to ſhine, 
And ſhew to him the empty Vanity 


Of Rome's ſeducing Soul-ldolatry. 


3\ 


For when he was, by a related Friend, 

Solicited their Fancies t'entertain, ; 

Who urging (when his Life ſeem'd near its End) O. 

To die a Catholick, *twas all in vain : 5 
The ſacred Precepts of the bleſſed Truth 


Began to ſpring up in his blooming Youth, | 


So that, for all the Favours he receiv'd | 
From that Relation, or great Hopes of mor: 
By Promiſe due, he would not be deceiv'd It 

To own thoſe Principles he knew before 
Were Men's Inventions ; thus Heav'n ſecret!| 
Did ſhroud and keep him from ſuch Subtilty 


And in ſucceeding Days did plainly ſhew Lea 
A Way more excellent, a bleſſed Way; 1 
Whereby he, to his Satisfaction knew vii 


That Path, wherein Fools walking cannot ſtray 1 
Now, let his Weakneſs be forgotten quite, 
And with his Duſt be buried out of fight, 


Hi 
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His ſecond Self, by him was well belov'd; 
6 Who, though ſhe for a Seaſon did ſurvive, 
re, That ſhe by future Trials might be prov'd, 
And by renewed Sorrows learn to grieve : 
2 A ſecond Love the never entertain'd, 
nd But a chaſte Widow many Tears remind. 
And if Affliction and Chaſtiſement be 
Undoubted Characters of Father's Love, 
V noſe Prudence often in Severity 
 Doth, for Inſtruction to his Children, prove 
! A greater Favour than they apprehend ; 
She had her Share, and found it in the End. 


Ir 


Nor may her dear Affection be forgot 

| Unto her Off. ſpring, whom ſhe taught the Law 
nd) Ot filial Duty; yet delighted not 

; So much throughFear, as Love, to keep inAwez 
th Auſterity may gain a laviſh Fear, 

hut. But natural Affection more endear. 


phe likewiſe (as her Conſort did before) 
more Delighted much to gratiſy her Friend; 
It any her Aſſiſtance did implore, 
| dhe freely would reach forth a helping Hand; 
Thus ſtudying Good, ſhe ſometimts griev'd to 


c reti 
Relations for luall Trifles diſagree. (ſce 


btilt) 


Lea, ſhe would rather bear an Injury, 
Than recompence it; rather reconcile 
Diſſeating Partics, through her Lenity, 
Than teem CO encline to eicher for a while: 
But thele her Exerciſes now muſt ceaſe, 
And the rejoice In eveilalting Peace, 
Alas! 


104. Fruits of Retirement: Or, 
Nor did he count it as his chicteſt Care, 

To gather for them Superfluity, 
Knowing that Earth-bred Wealch is oft a Snare, 
W hereby the Heart's engag'd to Vanity: 
His gen'rous Spirit rather was inclin'd 

To furniſh them wich Treaſures of the Mind. 


And though, in outward Shew, he did appear 
Leſs forward in profeſſing Things divine, 
His Heart was not withour an holy Fear, 
Light in his youthful Days began to ſhine, 
And ſhew to him the empty Vanity 
Of Rome's ſeducing Soul-ldolatry. 


For when he was, by a related Friend, 
Solicited their Fancies t'entertain, 
Who urging (when his Life ſeem'd near its End) 
To die a Catholick, *twas all in vain : 
The ſacred Precepts of the bleſſed Truth 
Began to ſpring up in his blooming Youth. 


So that, for all the Favours he receiv'd 
From that Relation, or great Hopes of more, 
By Promiſe due, he would not be deceiv'd If 
To own thoſe Principles he knew before 
Were Men's Inventions ; thus Heav'a ſecretly 
Did ſhroud and keep him from ſuch Subtilty. 


And in ſucceeding Days did plainly ſhew Ye 
A Way more excellent, a bleſſed Way ; : 
Whereby he, to his Satisfaction knew Dit 


That Path, wherein Fools walking cannot ſtray: 
| Now, let his Weakneſs be forgotten quite, 
And with his Duſt be buried out of fight. 
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| His ſecond Self, by him was well belov'd ; 


Who, though ſhe for a Seaſon did ſurvive, 


That ſhe by future Trials might be prov'd, 


And by renewed Sorrows learn to grieve : 
A ſecond Love the never entertain'd, 
But a chaſte Widow many Years remain'd, 


| And if Affliction and Chaſtiſement be 


Undoubted Characters of Father's Love, X 


| Whoſe Prudence often in Severity 


Doth, for Inſtruction to his Children, prove 
A greater Favour than they apprehend 3 
She had her Share, and found it in the End. 


Nor may her dear Affection be forgot 


Unto her Off. ſpring, whom ſhe taught the Law 
Ot filial Duty ; yet delighted not — 

So much throughFear, as Love, to keep inA we; 

Auſterity may gain a flaviſh Fear, 

But natural Aﬀection more endear. 


She likewiſe (as her Conſort did before) 
Delighted much to gratiy her Friend; 
If any her Aſſiſtance did implore, 
She freely would reach forth a helping Had; 
Thus ſtudying Good, ſhe ſometimts griev'd to 
Relations for linail Trifles diſagree. (ſce 


Yea, ſhe would rather bear an Injury, 

"Than recompence it; rather reconcile 

Diſſeating Parties, through her Lenity, 
Than ſcem CV encline to eicher for a while: 
But theſe her Exerciſes now muſt ceaſe, 


And the rejoice In ever laſting Peace, 
K | 8 Alas! 


. 
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Alas ! that thoſe, who knew her well, might learn, 
By her Example, to become more mild, 
And not account Revenge a juſt Concern 
Nor ſtudy to revile, becauſe reviPd ; 
Such would more inward Conſolation know, 
T han from an angry Breaſt can ever grow, 


Well, though both he and ſhe be gone to Reſt, 
And cannot with our Sorrows now be mov'd, 
Nor with the Frownings of this World oppreſs'd, 
Wherewith ſome may as yet be further prov'd, 
Their Names engraved in our Hearts, may 

Be raz'd, or cancel'd, or in Time forgot. (not 


Nor ſhall we ſtudy high Hyperboles, 
So to perpetuate their Memory, 
Or raiſe a Monument of common Praiſe, 
Which cannot add to their Felicity; 
For they were what this inſufficient Pen, 
Cannot deſcribe unto ſurviving Men. 
168 2. 
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An EPISTLE- 


8 Friendſhip fled, or Love grown cold? 
Do frozen Walls of Ice with-hold 


| ir pearly Streams? O ict the Sun, 
| That gave it Boing, ſhine upon 
| The brittle Fence | Or is forne Skreen 


Injuriouſly ſet up between 


Which conquering Night, brings Joyful Day! 


| The gentle Spring, and that bright Ray 8 


Remove that Obſtacle away: 
Then, though with Grief I may confeſs, 


In Winter-time the Effects be leſs, 
Becauſe of Diſtance or cold Air, 
Prevailing 1n our Hemiſphere, 

And interpoſing (for So!*s Power 

Is till the fame each Day and Hour) 

It will diflolve the Froſt in Time, 

lt its warm Ray thereon way ſhine 
Though vacant Clouds do interpoſe 

Its pure refulgent Beam, and thoſe 
lnterior Concrets that have Birth 

Fom the grols Element of Earth. 

But ſtay, methinks a Spring ſhould be 
From Winter's chilling Force, more free 
Than to be frozen | Tobred Heat 

Is then, with pureſt Springs, more great; 
And with its Current oon doth elide 
Through Ice beſetting either Side. 

Let Love ſpring up, that we way ſe. 


AN The fame Effects, dear Friend, in thee. 


1682 K 2 The 
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The ſeventh EPISTLE 70 Couſin F. R. being 
then under ſome Exerciſes of Mind, 


— 


—— 


N Love pure Sympathy, endeared Friend, 
I know that fecret Trials will attend, 
And raiſe ſome Conflicts in thy tender Breaſt, 
Such as by Pen cannot be well expreſs'd: 
But all Things ſhall, as left upon Record, 
Convene for Good to them that fear the Lord, 
Some latent Cauſe, from carnal Eye conceal'd, 
May bring a Satisfaction when reveal'd 
By that retulgent Light, whole ſacred Ray 
Leads on the Meek in Sion's pleaſant Way; 
Whoſe Paths are Peace to them that perſevere 
To follow Jeſus with an holy Fear; 
Jeſus, the ſpotleſs Lamb, whoſe Pow'r ſurrounds 
His Babes, when Tribulation moſt abounds : 
Lean on his Boſom, for his Love extends 
Abundantly unto his Boſom- Friends: 
Who, tho* he in true Wiſdom pleaſe to prove 
Our Faichfulneſs, our Fervency of Love, 
As he ſees good: Yet there is never juſt 
Cauſe or Occaſion of the leaſt Diſtruſt 
Of Loyalty in him; who, whenas we 
Were Strangers in a State of Enmity, 
Nay, in a poor, defiPd, polluted State, 
Objects more Ikely for Diſguſt and Hate, 
Did caſt an Eye of Pity and of Love 
On us, who had no Comelinels to move 
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The leaſt Affection, till his gracious Hand 
Had waſhed, ſwadled, had anointed, and 


| Adorned with his Robe of Righteouſneſs, 


And put upon us his own Comelineſs: 


| And, by bis ſacred Covenant, engage 

| Our Hearts unto him in our tender Age: 

| This, this is Love indeed; O let it never 
Be quenched in our Hearts, bur live for ever : 
This, this is Love worthy to be admir'd ! 

| Ah, this is he alone to be defii*d. 

| Theretore contend not in the carnal Will, 

| Tread Self-hood under foot, watch and be ſtill; 


For all Additionals thall added be, 
By him who knows what's beſt for thee and me: 


| In Reſignation ler us wait to know 
His Will fulfili?d, and living Praiſes flow 


Who only's worthy in our Hearts to reign 
For evermore, eternally. Amen. 
Ninth Month, 1682, 


Unto his holy ever-bleſſed Name, 5 


L 


The eighth EP IST LE to Couſin F. R. 


HALL tranſitory Toys, vile Chaff and Droſs, 
) F*cr be eſteem'd and priz'd above the Croſs? 
The Crols of Chriſt, the Pow'r of God, whereby 
The holy Men of old did crucity, 8 
The World and Self- hood; and thereby obtain 
A Crown of Glory, over all to reign, 
With Sion's King, in everlaſting Peace, © 
Where Joys abound, but Griefs and Surrows ceaſe, 

K 3 Ah! 
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Ah! Shall that precious Seed, that hath been ſown 
In Ground prepar'd, ſo ſoon be overgrown 
WithBriars & Thorns ? Or muſt the ſcorching Ray 
And parching Heat of Trials, cauſe Decay 

In that once green, tho? tender ſprouting Plant? 
Hath it but little Root? Or doth it want 
Refreſhing Show'rs, or early Dews ? O fee 
Why thus it ſeems to droop ! Why ſhould it be 
So long neglected? It may ſprout again, 

If cheriſhed with Grit and latter Rain, 
Which bount'ous Heav'n will not too long deny, 
If Diſobedience and Idolatry | 

Do not provoke thereto : Thar gracious Hand, 
That planted it, can make a barren Land 
More fertile for its Sake ; and if he pleaſe, 
Can make a fruitful Land a Wilderneſs. 

Ah! Let our Breathings for each other be, 
That ſince we were from the wild Oltve-Tree 
Remov'd and ſeparated, that we might 

Be grafted in the Good, we may not flight 

The Hand that planted, nor the Root that bare us, 
Left we decay; for can the Pruner ſpare us, 
That ſpar'd not natural Branches, if we be 

_ Unfruitful, but divide us from the Tree? 

But that we ever may, as we depend, 
Upon the Root, fee! Life and Sap aſcend 

Into our Branches; that pure Praiſe may ſpring, 
And Fruits of Righteouſneſs to Sion's King. 


A Liltit 
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Ray * 
at! A Letter to Coufin F. R. 


T* ſecret yearning for thy Preſervation, 
Endeared Friend, I ſend the Salutation 
Ot Love unfeign'd, and heartily deſire 
Its pure refining Flame may nc'er expire, 

Or be extinguiſh'd : For *twas ſaid of old, 
Iniquities abound, when Love grows cold. 
Now, though thy ſilent Pen doth teſtify, 
There's ſome yet latent Cauſe of Jealouſy : 
Til not my Rival envy, if it be 
One worthy to be entertain'd by thee, 
Without Detraction from that innate Worth, 
Whereto I hope thou art by ſecond Birth 
Entituled. But can Affairs ſo crowd, 

Or inter poſe, no Hour muſt be allow'd 
To ſend ſome welcome Evidence of Love, 
Which did ſo mutually engage and move, 
Our Hearts and Pens ſo frequently t' expreſs 
Their quondam Sympathy? Well, ne'ertheleſs 
What's character'd in my poor pauſing Mind. 
1 ſend unto thee, a by fore nenn 

g, Wiſhing thy candid Aſpect on the ſame, 

Or elſe annihilate them in a Flame. 
3d of the Seventh Month 1083. 
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4 Parable to Couſm F. R. 


N Shilob's fruitful Banks, in Valleys low, 


A pleaſant Garden flouriſh'd, where did grow f 
And ſpring, with early Dews, each curious Plant, 


Some rich in B-auty, ſome in pleaſant Scent : 
Amongſt the reſt a Lily budded forth, 
Which flouriſhing a while in native Worth 3 


One Time look'd out, t'obſerve and take a View, ; 


Of ſome ſtrarge Plants, which in the High way 

To her a ſcarlet Poppy then reſorted, (grew: 

And with fine Academick Phraſes courted 

Yea, did with florid Subtilty invade 

Her Innocence, and charmingly perſwade 

To4quit that cloſe Confinement and become 

An Object more admir'd and gazed on: 

The Lily ſeem'd to liſten, till thereby 

She was almoſt ſeiz'd by a Lethargy ; 

Scarcely regarding, that in unfenc'd Land | 

She might be nip'd by ſome raſh careleſs Hand, 
r tna MCo'in be melngd Garden mi ht 

Flouriſh, ſecur'd from Storm both Day & Night, 

And know the precious Dew of Hermon's Hill, 

Daily upon her tender Leaves diſtil, _ 


A neighbouring Plant obſerving this, diſmay'd 
- Unto the Maſter of the Garden ſaid, 3 
In ſympathizing Bowels) Deareſt Lord, 


|» Be pleas'd to ſend thy pure prevailing Word, 


To 


Without thy Fence : Ah, with thy early Rain 
Bedew and quicken | Let it know, that there 
Is Blaſting and Decay, but ſafely here 

* Within thy Walls, which are Salvation round 

About thy Garden, for 'tis holy Ground 
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To guard thy Lily ; let it not remain 


3d of tbe Seventh Month 168 3. 


SOLITUDE. 


OW ſweet is harmleſs Solitude ? 
What can its Joys controul ? 
Tumulis and Noiſe may not intrude, 
To interrupt the Soul 


That here enjoys itſelf, retir'd 
From Earth's ſeducing Charms; 

Leaving her Pomp, to be admir'd 
By ſuch as court their Harms ; 


While ſhe, on Contemplations Wings, 
Soars far beyond the Sky, 


And feeds her Thoughts on heav'nly Things, 
Which in her Boſom lie. 


Great Privileges here, of old, 

The wiſe Men did obtain ; 
And Treaſure, far ſurpaſſing Gold, 
They dig'd for not in vain, 


The Tinctute of Philoſophers, 
Here happily they found ; : 

The Muſick of the Morning-Stars, - D 
Here in their Hearts did found, — 
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Moſes, that meek and prudent Prince 

Of ael, did with Joy, 

By th? burning Buſh, experience 
This ſacred Myſtery 

When in Retirement he withdrew, 
And led his tender Flock 

Beyond the Deſert, he might view 


The Wonders of the Rock. 


So Heavens high honour*d Favourite, 

Did often chooſe to dwel] 

Leſs for a Refuge, than Delight, 
Upon the Mount Carmel : 


For in th' incenſed Juſtice, he 
From Heaven call'd down Fire, 

To curb vain Man's Authotity, 
That did by Force require 

The holy Prophet to ſubmit 
Unto their proud Command, 


Or to come down, till Heaven thought fit 


Thereto to condeſcend. 


There's neither Statelineſs of Court, 
Nor any frantick Mirth, 

Deluded Mortals childiſh Sport, 
Nor Glories of the Earth, 


Can counterpoiſe that inward Peace, 
Which in her Boſom dwells ; 

Joys here abounding, Sorrows ceaſe ; _ 
Delight all Griet expels, _ 

Here may the Soul, fecur'd from Noiſe, 

In Calmneſs meditate ; 


And waiting, hear the ſtill ſmall Voice, 


Which makes the Mountains ſhake. 
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But conſolates the Soul and Mind, 


As with a ſweet Repoſe, 
Which here, as from its Droſs refin'd, 
Participates of thoſe 


Diviner Joys, whereto by Birth 
She hath a ſacred Right; 

W hich far tranſcends all Joys on Earth, 
In ſpotleſs true Delight. 


But thoſe that covet to enjoy 
The Sweets of Solitude, 

Muſt bid adieu to Vanity; 
Not let the World intrude, 


Like an alluring Dalilab, 
Into their Privacy; 

For her Deſign is to betray 
By ſubtil Flattery: 

Which, who by Watchfulneſs doth learn 
Diſcreetly to repel, 

Such to their Solace, ſhall diſcern . » 
Where perfect Peace doth dwel! : 


And in Retirement, always find 
Such innocent Delight, 

As fully ſatiates the Mind, 
And plenteouſly requite, 

Denial of all earthly Things, 
Which ne'er can ſatisfy 

The noble Soul, whoſe Solace ſprings 
From Immortality. 


The glorious Joys of Seraphims 3 ; 
For which each daily ſings 

High Praiſes, and melodious Hymns, 
Unto the King of Kings. 
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A Meditatroa. 


AN I forget that Hand, that firſt did lay 

My mean Foundation ont of Duſt or Clay? 
Can I forget the Breath, that did inipire 
My lifeleſs Maſs with pure eternal Fire? 
Can I forget the Word, that firſt ſaid, Live ; 
And with its Virtue, Life to me did give ? 
Can I forget that Eye, that guideth me 
With heav*nly Brightneſs through Obſcurity ? 
Can I forget that holy Arm of Power, 
That guards and keeps me ſafe, as in a Tower? 
Can I forget that ſweet celeſtial Bread, | 
By which, when hungry, I am nouriſhed ? 
Or can my Soul ever unmindful be 
Of thoſe refreſhing Streams that flow from thee ? 
Thou great eternal Fountain of all Good! 
Whoſe Name by Mortals is not underſtood ; 
Nor can, by Letters, Words, or Sentences, 
Be rightly comprehended as it is : 
For thou art All in All 3 and who can ſay, 
He can remember thee another Day ? 
1 Except thy holy Spirit {till abide, 
And lodge with us, to teach, direct and guide 
Our Hearts & Thoughts, and quicken good Deſires, 
Whereby we long tor thee, when thou retires 
To thy Pavillion, to thy lecret Place, 
So that we reſt not, till we fee thy Face: 
For thou alone prepares true Reſt for thine 3 


Though furious Men againſt the Saints combine, 
N Fhelir 


—— „ — — . — 
— IG els oo 2. es 


Miſcellaneous Poems. — 


Their Habitation they can ne'er deſtroy, 
| By all their hoſtile Arts and Policy: 
For it 1s founded on the Rock thar ſhall 
Abide ; and tho' Waves beat, ſhall never fall, 
As faithful they remain to thee, thou art 
Author of Faith, that ſhields from every Dart. 
Ah, why ſhould any doubt? Thy Arm's the ſame 
As ever ; all-ſufficient to reſtrain | 
The Wrath of Man, though as a flowing Tide, 
It ſeems reſiſtleſs : If thou pleaſe to guide 
Our feeble Footſteps in chy Path, we ſhall 
Not be diſmay'd, but tollow thee through all 
That would oppoſe : Thou art our chiefeſt Guard; 
Yea, thou art our exceeding great Reward. 
Ah, take up thy Abode with us]! For we 
Can find no reſting Place except in thee, 
1684. 
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Meditations on Perſecution. 


OLD hungry Seamen, tho? they oft endure 
Day-dark*nivg, Storms & Tempeſts, to procure 
1 ne winged Treafures of this fading World; 
Although they run the Hazard to be hurPd 
On wrecking Rocks, or quick devouring Sands, 
Or caſt as Captives on ſome foreign Lands, 
To ſpend their wretched Days in Miſery, 
Inſtead of what they ſought for to enjoy, 
Abounding Wealth, if to their wiſhed Shore 
They ſafe arrive ; venture again, yet more 
Undaunted than at firſt, in hopes to be 
With more Succeſs, kept from thoſe Dangers free, 
: | | Then 
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Then why ſhould ſuch Faint-heartedneſs appear, 

In Jrael's Camp, that ought of right to fear 

None but the Lord ! Can any doubt, that have 

The Word of an almighty King, to fave 
Them to the uttermoſt? What! though he ſeem 

To tarry long, his own appointed Time 

Is always beſt ; in greateſt Streights, we do 

Wholly depend on, and acknowledge too, 

Salvation only from above; for then 

We find, *tis vain to hope for Help from Men, 

Ah, was not Jrael thus beſet ? Could they 

Encounter furious Pharaob's Hoſt, or th? Sea? 

Yet was Deliverance near; the Sea mult be 

A Path to them, a Grave to th' Enemy; 

Pharaoh might follow, to his own Deltruction ; 

Whilſt 1/rae! is prov'd, to gain Inſtruction : 

That theſe may learu whom they ſhould chiefly fear, 

And whom to ruſt, when Tribulation's near. 

Ah, then in this our Goſpel- Diſpenſation, 

Why ſhould the Children of this Generation 

Seem ſo far wiſer, or more valiant, than 

The ſacred Off-ſpring of Feruſalem? 

Thoſe hazard Life for tranſitory Toys; 

And ſhall not theſe, for everlaſting Joys, 

Reſign up Viſibles, yea, Life and all, 

To him that gave it, it he pleale to call 

To ſuch a Trial ? Can we baulk the Way 

Wherein he leads, except we run aſtray ? 

We mult through Exerciles overcome, 

And bear the Croſs, it we would wear the Crown, 

And fully follow him : The Recompence 

Will far exceed when we are parted hence. 

But who art thou, that art fo loath to give 

Up an Eſtate? A Thief may ſoon deprive 8 

Thee 
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| Thee of a greater Share, han he requires; 
Some ſuficr more by Careleſneſs and Fires; 


Which juttly Heav'n permits, to let them ſee 


Ho vain theſe poor, theſe trifling Treaſures be. 


Or doſt thou fear Confinement ? Heav*n may ſend 


{ Grievous Diſeaſes, which Phyſician's Hand 


Cannot remove, and to th* uneaſy Bed 


Make thee a Priſ'ner, when thy Health is fled. 


But if thou be confin'd for Jeſus Sake, 

He will a Priſon much more pleaſant make, 

Than any ſpacious Palace: For hel] be 

Fulneſs o! Joy, and ſaving Health to thee. 

Now, tho tome ſhun the Croſs, as worldly wiſe, 

And from the Path of Truth apoſtatize, 

And yet the Judgments do not ſoon enſue, 

(Altho' they be in dreaaful Vengeance due) 

So that the Wicked did of old aver, 

Surely the Lord his Corning doth defer : 

Yet ſhall they not have Peace, but feel the Rod 

Of a diſplcaied, of a jealous GOD; 

Whoſe Word can never faij, although he try 

Some with Loag-ſuftering, and great Clemency. 

Ah, Kiſs the Son, leſt that his Anger be 

Incens'd ! For he alone can comfort thee : 

And let not any faint, or Hart aſide, 

Heaven will ſupport his faithful Ones when try'd. 
1684. | 
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Obtain'd, and ſeal'd an Edict, that none ſhould 


120 Fruits of Retirement : Or, 


» 


— — 


» 


as. a —— 


On DAN IE I. 


HEN Babel's Grandees, by unjuſt Decree, 
With royal Signet, ſurreptitiouſly 


Exhibit a Requeſt, or be ſo bold 

To make Petition, fave unto their King, 

In thirty Days, in hopes thereby to bring 
T' inevitable Ruin, and deſtroy 

The Prophet Daniel, whoſe Sincerity 

Was well approved; Can we find, that he 
Was e'er ſo ſtartled at the raſn Decree, 

As to omit what formerly he knew 

Was an incumbent Duty, or to ſhew 

His Zeal for J/rae!'s God? But every Day 
Did he not, with his Window open, pray 
As formerly, and boldly ſupplicate 

For Iſrae!'s Seed in their afflicted State? 


Now ſome may ſay, What Daniel, couldſt not his 
In Heart, and in thy private Cloſet bow, 
And make Petition in his Ear, that hears 
Deep Sighs and Groans, as well as louder Prayer, 
But indiſcreetly thus thyſelf expoſe 
A ſought-for Prey unto thy watchful Foes ? 


No, no ; he ſtood not to conſult his own 
Security, as knowing G OD alone, 
Whom he ador'd, was able to reſtrain 
The Wrath of Man, and in his ſacred Name, 
Suppolt 
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Support his faithful Ones, though Trials ſhould 
Be heaped on them, even ſevenfold; 

Or elſe would give the ſweet Experience, 

Of a deſirable Deliverance. 


Thus noble Daniel, when Spies attended, 


He, as a Criminal, was apprehended 

And caſt, by Sentence of malicious Men, 
Into the (now more gentle) Lions Den; 

{ Whither, approaching in the royal Robe 

Of ſpotleſs Innocence, th? eternal God, 
That holds the Lives of Creatures in his Hand, 
| Muzzled the Lions Mouth, with a Command 
| Of Abſtinence ; and whiſper'd in their Ear 
Such Dread, that they durſt not approach to tear 
The Arngel-guarded Prey 3 but ſtill muſt wait, 
{ Though Hunger- bit, for other courſer Meat. 


But Babel's King could not be unconcern'd, 


| For upright Daniel: Ah, his Bowels yearn'd 


For this his faithful Subject: So that he 


Could take no Reſt, but early roſe to ſee 


What was become of him; or it the Power 


Of Iſrael's God, whom Dante! did adore, 
Was able to preſerve him from the Paws 
| Of thofe D=vourers, and their rav'nous Jaws: 


Whereof, when Babel's King was ſatisfy'd 


| By Daniel's Anſwer, who there teſtifi'd 


His Loyalty to Heaven, his Innocence 
Towards the King, he's ſoon removed thence 3 
Whilſt his Accuſers muſt become a Feaſt 
For them that durſt not touch the ſacred Gueſt : 
Th eternal Arm's the ſame, his Love's the ſame, 
To thoſe that truſt ſincerely in his Name. 
But thoſe that doubt when r is plea&d to prove, 
And ſaw ſuch ſignal Tokens cf Lis Love, 

| 1 Are 
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Are row but rarely ſeen, our Foe prevails 
Too much 42.nft us, whilſt our Courage fails; 
Do by D.:itruſt and Doubring oft, I fear, 
Prevent thoic Wonders, which might elſe appear. 
Alas ! *tis Faith that conquers 3 he believ'd, 
And doubred not, and therefore was reliey'd : 
For he reſiſted even unto Blood, 

T herefore the Lord brought all about for good, 
Shall Man preſcribe a Way tor him, whereby 
His glorious Name he beſt may magnify ? 

A prudent General does not permit 

Such to appear in th* Front, he knows unfit 
To bear the firſt Aſſault of the Enemy, 

But valiant Hearts, that cannot yield nor fly: 
Can then the everlaſting Counſellor, 

The King of Kings, be more unſkill'd in War? 
No, no ; for he, the only wiſe Commander, 
Though of his meaneſt Soldier truly tender, 
Yet honours them in higher Place, that be 
Free to encounter Dangers chearfully. 

And tho? proud Gog and Magog arm for Fight, 
Deſtruction from his Sword ſhall ſtop their flight; 
They ſhall not *ſcape from his All-ſeeing Eye; 
His Wrath ſhall overtake them ſuddenly : 
He, and his Saints muſt have the Victory. 
Then why ſhould any weak and faint appear ? 
Though great Goliah glory in his Spear, 
And monſtrous Stature, little David ſhall, 
Without Saul's Armour, make the Giant fall; 
And bring Deliverance to Jrael's Hoſt, 
Tho' the Philiſtines long againſt them boaſt ; 
And tho* Worm Jacob's Sced be often prov'd 
Wich Tribulations, he is ſtil] belov'd, 5 
And for his Sake great Kings ſhall be 1 8 
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He'll overturn, and overturn again, 


The Lord of Lords will get himſelf a Name, 
Until he come, whoſe Right it is to reign, : 


1685. Amen. 


— OA, * —_—. 
—_—_— 


— — tn. At ....A 
* 


| Meditations concerning our Impriſonment only 


for Conſcience-ſake, 1684, in Lancaſter- 
caſtle, 


| T 'HO? the Eternal Wiſdom, Sion's King, 


Be pleas'd to try his Babes by Suffering: 


| 1ho? ſome departing from the Sinner's Way, 
And walking Sion-ward become a Prey; 

| Yea, though through Tribulation Yael muſt 
Enter the promis'd Land, yet Heaven is juſt, 
And tenderly ſupports his patient Ones, 
Although he chaſtens his beloved Sons; 


And though in Priſons outwardly they be 
Confin*d, the Son of Love doth let them ee © 


And leads in verdant Plains of Liberty: 


The freſh fat Valleys, where ſweet Shiloh flows, 
Upon whoſe fertile Banks the Lilly grows; 
Where, though he by ſome Exerciſes prove, 
He ſolaceth with Flaggons of his Love. 

Then why ſhould any murmur ? Jeſus thus 
Extended ſignal Favours unto us. 

Here are we with the hidden Manna fed, 
Though with Tranſgreſſors we be numbered: 
Here can we Proſpects from our Tower ſurvey, 


With much more innocent Delight, than they 
E 2 That 
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That range at large; yea, here we may deſfcry 


The pleaſant Path, hid from the Vult'rous Eye: 
W herein the Rightecus follow Chriſt their King, 


Ard tender Shepherd, to the living Spring 
Of Joy; and to his Name high Praiſes ſing. 


Nor can the proudeſt Walls (tho? ne'er ſo high, | 


The Monuments of grave Antiquity) 

Be terrible to ſpotleſs Innocence, N 
That knows the Rock of Ages a Defence. 
Though ſome be from their Families remov'd, 
Here Mary's Choice may better be improv'd: 
And Chriſt takes Care of his, although they ſit 
As unconcern'd, weeping at Zeſus Feet: 
He'll be a Father to the Family 

Of ſuch as, for his Name, in Priſon lie, ; 
And fil! their Hearts with everlaſting Joy. 
Theſe rugged Walls, leſs grievous are to me, 
Than theſe bedeck*d with curious Arras be; 
T'a guilty Conſcience, to a wounded Heart, 

A Palace cannot palliate that Smart: _ 
Though drunk with Pleaſure, dull with Opjiates 
Some ſeem as ſenſeleſs of their ſad Eſtates, 
Till on their dying Bed Conſcience awakes. 
But tho' the Righteous be in Bonds confin'd, 
They inwardly tweet Satisfaction find. 
Neither can ſtately Roofs, Gates, Bars, nor al 
The Art of Man, ſuppreſs the Cries and Call, 
Or Supplication, or the pooreſt Sigh, 

Of /rael*s Seed, for his Redeemer's nigh 3 
Who will regard the Cries, and hear the Groats, 
Of his afflited, tribulated Ones; | 
And will, in his appointed Time, ariſe, 


Utterly ro confound his Enemies, : 
Altho 
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ry | Altho? by them he for a Seaſon prove 
ye: His Children dear; he'll yet in Time remove 
The Scourge, and caſt the chail'nin 'S Rod aſide, 
'ﬆ When Jrael's Faith and Patience Ee hath try'd. 
Now, tho” ſome rage, becauſe we cannot bow 
zh, Unto their vain Traditions, ſince we know 
| The bleſſed Truth, which hath ei gag'd to give 
Our Hearts to him, in whom alone we live: 
| Yea, tho? for this, ſome fret, and ſtorm, and rage, 
d, And ſtudy to afflict God's Heritage; 
„ FF Their Wrath's reſtrain'd by One, that if he pleaſe, 
fit W Can curb the furious, rowling, raging Seas, 
As in a Moment; and upon the Wave, 
Teach him to walk, and by his Preſence ſave 
1 From ſinking, as of old; his Arm's the lame, 
Eternal Praiſes to his holy Name. 
ne, 
+) 


He is our Shield, our Sun, that penetrates 
Our cloſeſt Rooms, and ſweetly conlolates 
Our waiting Souls; and with his quick*ning Ray, 
Changes black Nights of Sorrow into joyful Day: 
So that *cis not the Terrors of the Night, 
Nor Darts that fly by Day, that can affright 
The righteous Souls, who walk in holy Fear; 
They know their Captain of Salvation's near, 
The bleſſed Prince of Peace, their Joy, their King, 
The only Fountain, whence true laving Comforts 


(pring. 
Sixth Month, 1684. 
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Another Letter to Couſmn F. R. 


k S Winter's tedious Nights to weary Eyes, 
As nipping Cold to chirping winged Flock i 

Until the welcome Day-ſtar doth ariſe, | 
And light the Trees to ſhake their dewy Locks: 


Or as a Door cloſe lock'd, to limit thee, ; 
E'en thee, to whom I ſend theſe haſty Lines 
Such was thy tedious Silence unto me, f 
Till now of late a better Aſpect ſhines. 


For from thy bounteous Hand I have receiv'd, 
What I eſteem more than the Miſer's Gold; 
If I for lieu of it ſhould be bereav?d, 
Of the dear Inter'ſt which in thee I hold; 


Surpaſſing that of Conſanguinity, 

Which ſcarce obliges, but in Complements ; 
But cordial Friendſhip's laſting Unity, 

Hearts by endearing Virtue lo cements, 


That Diſtance, tho? remote, can't ſeparate 3 
Tho?” interpoſing Bulineſs prevail, 

To hinder mutual Converſe, and create 
Thoſe Exerciſes which ſometimes aſffail : 


That Adage, clouded to the World in Miſts, 
Is in thy Converſation verify'd; 
Honour with true Nobility conſiſts, 
And nothing more ridiculous than Pride. 


Pridd 
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Pride in Deportment, and in gaudy Dreſs, 

* Inculg'd by ſome t' obtain a Monarchy, 

Is ſhun'd by thee ; thy Empire ne'ertheleſs 

| Extended further, than deſir'd by thee, 

> Thou to the World in Plainneſs bravely ſhews, 
Thou covet'ſt not the Troubles of her Noiſe ; 
| Yet unawares obligingly ſubdues, 

| Far more than they that court her Venities. 

| Pride's gaudy Captives ſtrive to dazzle Eyes, 

| But thy ſweet Gravity affects the Heart, 

| Yet ſuch ſometimes gain Conqueſt by Surprize x 
But whom thou overcomes, own due Deſert. 
, Yet were thy Virtue and thine Honour leſs, 

| Tf ſuch Ambition found a Place in thee, 

As frequently attends the gaudy Dreſs, 

| T* inſult o'er thoſe ta'en in Captivity. 

But tho? thou canſt not totally redreſs 

| Such Expectation, as ſome ſcem to have, 

| Yet by a prudent Mein and Gentlenels, 
Would looſe the Fetters, that ſo far enſlave ; 
| And innocently ever doſt extend 

' Such candid Favours, as may beſt agree 
To thoſe whom thou vouchſafes to own thy Friend, 
| And yet kept from reflecting Cenſure tree. 


But thy great Zeal for true Religion ſhines 

In Life and Converſation, ev'n as far 
Above what others talk theſe cloudy Times, 

As the Day-Ruler doth a twinkling Star. 


For in thy blooming Years, thy tender Mind 
Was influenced with ſuch warm D-fires 

Of Holineſs ; and ſo to Good inclin'd, : 

Pridt As Love, and Power divine, alone inſpires. 


4 Nor 
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Nor didſt thou take Religion upon Truſt, 
But wiſely ſought to know its Baſis 3 and, 
Noble Berean like, ſo wiſe and juſt, 
To ſearch the Records of divine Command : 


Which having prov'd, thou heard'ſt, & then obey'd; 
And with a right compoſed Heart and Mind, 
Bow'd to the Truth; ſo Truth its Scepter ſway'd, 

And thou therein coſt Peace and Solace find, 


And tho? at firſt the frowning World aſſay'd, 
By Scornings and Revilings, t' have deterr*d 

From Goodneſs, thy great Soul was not diſmay'd, 
But this, before her Vanities, prefert'd: 


So Things that once ſeem'd difficult, became 
More eaſy ; and the glorious ſhining Light, 

That firſt but glimmer'd in the Dark, the ſame 
Broke out more bright, & overſpread the Night. 


Thus what ſeem'd once impoſſible, appear'd 
To thy great Satisfaction; and thine Heart 

(Thy Underſtanding being fully clear'd) 

Enjoy'd the Choice of Mary's better Part, 


Which from the Righteous may not be remov'd: 
They know Salvation near, Truib is theirChoice; 
And tho? ſuch be with Exerciſes prov'd, 
They have the Earneſt of eternal Joys. 
1690. 1 PEs Mis 


x ww r e _fCrordfd ' HH Sad.  ® a Je rm wy Foo fu Tz i Ac L2H 


. -@ aww Sta Ss 1 


ght. 


)ICE; 


Miſcellaneous Poems, ; 


2 wa — 


—. 


— =——Y 
— — 

» 
6 


— 


On FRIENDSHIP 


A Mongſt the many Records J have read, (ed, 

AndTranſcripts, thro' the World much ſcatter- 
I've met with ſeveral Hints and Whiſperings, 
Of an abſtruſe Grand-Property, that ſprings 
From ſome interior, hidden, innate Cauſe, 
In noble Breaſts, uncircumſcrib'd by Laws, 
StyP1 Friendſbip, which of ſuch a Nature is, 
That many think they know it when they mils, 
But *tis ſuppos'd of ſuch ſweet Innocence, 
Of ſo divine and facred Influence, 
When it doth in true tender Hearts prevail, 
That when occurrent Troubles would aſſail, 
It guards, as doth a Bulwark, either Breaſt, 
Where it reſides, and taketh up its Reſt. 
But O! this treacherous World knows little of it, 
Except it be in Name, whereby to ſcoff it. 
For now, though ſome affected with the Name, 
Would be ſuppos'd touch'd with its noble Flame, 
They ſcorn its Dictates, and will not regard 
A troubled Friend, except ſome fair Reward 
Appear in View; their Buſineſs or their Pride 
Engroſſes all; Self may not be deny'd. 
O when will Mortals raiſe their Eyes to ſee, 
That all Things here are only Vanity ! 

1691. 
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On the Three Holy Children. 


Wen conq ring Babel's Foes were ſubjugate 
And fair Feruſalem depopulate, . 
King Nebuchadnezzar triumphed in Pride, 
And his Concerns of War ſeem'd laid aſide; | 
Who glorying in his Strength, not in the Lord 
Formed a golden God to be ador'd. Z 
Now this great Image, made by mortal Hand, 
Muſt worſhip'd be (ſuch was the King's Command 
Tho? ſenſeleſs, helpleſs, tho? he ne'er could ble, 
Their War-like Enterprizes with Succeſs ; 4 
But 'tis the King's Decree, and then who dare 
Reſiſt, but ſuch as do a Greater fear? 

The Sentence is, The fiery Furnace muſt 
Conſume the Rebel 's Body unto Duſt. 
Yet there were captive 7s of royal Blood. 
Who, in their Zeal for Iſrael's God, withſtood ! 
That curſed - Edict, that vain Law reject, ko 
That ſtrict Decree with them had ſmall Effect: 
Then the Informers, that obſerv'd the Fews, 
And ſought for an Occaſion to accuſe 

The Innocent, (as ſome do now) drew near ; 
And firſt, to gain Acceptance in his Ear, 
Said, Live, O King, for ever ! Thou haſt made 
A firm Decree, which ſome have not obeyd , 
Een three canceiled Jews, who neither thee - 
Regard, nor to thy Gods do bow their Knee. 
O how his Fury doth at this ariſe! 
That any ſhould his golden God deſpiſe : 
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His Viſage doth its native Features change; 
J His Eyes, with ſparkling Rage, proclaim Re venge: 
— Therefore, at his Command, they all in haſte 
The Perſons of the Innocent arreſt ; 

Calld Shedrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, 

And they before the wrathful King muſt go 
tate! To prove the Matter, and, it ſeems, to ti 
lt they wou'd bow; which when they (till deny, 
As knowing, He alone that did create 
The Fire, and all Things elſe, could ſoon abate 
Its Violence; and from the threatning Hand 
Of Babel”s King, deliver them who ſtand 
In awe to none but Him, and fear not Man; 
But dread the living God, who only can 
Kill and deſtroy, or ſave and keep alive 
For he to Man doth Life and Being give. 
This they believing, did not ſtudy how 
To anſwer ; but reſolved not to bow 
© To any, but the Lord: Although the King 
Seem'd, in his Wrath, to count it as a Thing 
= Impoſſible, that any God could be 
= So potent, to withſtand his fierce Decree. 

But great JEHOVAH did that Law confound 
For when all Three were in their Veſtments bound, 
And caſt into the furious fiery Flame, 
Th* Eternal Word did pow'rtully reſtrain 

Its proper Quality, and ſo ſurround 

Them with Defence, no harm on them was found : 
Yet did the Fire retain its former Vigour, - - 
And manifeſt it with reſiſtleſs Rigou rr, 
Againſt thoſe Men, who bold to execute 
'The King's Command, the Juſt did perſecute : 
Which, when Nebuchadnezzar law, diſmay'd, 
He roſe in haſte, and to his Nobles ſaid, 
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Were not Three Men caſt bound into the Flame? | 
They anſwer'd, Tue: The King repli'd again, 


Now, in the Midſt thereof, behold, I ſee, 

Four Men walk looſe, and from their Fetters free, 

Whereof the Fourth ſeems cloath'd in Majeſty, 

As Son of the immortal Deity, 

Thus was the Lofty forced to confeſs, 

There was a Power above him, and to bleſs 

The God of J/rael; fet his Servants free, 

That, truſting in him, would not bow the Knee 

Unto, or ſerve another than the Lord, 

Their only God ; but, as with one Accord, 

Did yield their Bodies to his Will, that they 

Might magnify him in their Trial-day, 

Conſider now, had they not faithful been, 

The captive Seed of [/rael had not ſeen 

That great Deliverance, ſo ſignally 

Wrought for them, that in true Simplicity, 

Reſign'd themſelves, their all, unto the Lord, 

Who is alone worthy to be ador'd : 

Nor Babel's Monarch been conſtrain'd to blefs 

His holy Name, who reigns in Righteouſneſs ; 

Depoſing Kingdoms unto whom he ſees 

Moſt fit, and changing Man's perverſe Decrees. 

Lord, may thy Wiſdom, in theſe latter Days, 

Limit, or turn Man's Wrath unto thy Praiſe ! 

Put thou an Hook into the Jaws of thoſe, 

That ſtudy politickly to oppoſe, 

Thy Works of Love and Wonder in the Land, 

And with their Subtilty ſeek to withſtand 

The Progreſs of deſpiſed I/rael, 

In their Return towards the holy Hill, 

Sion, the ſacred Mount of thy Renown, 

Which Babylon hath tought to batter down, Bu 
ut 
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But never ſhall prevail; although ſhe ſeem 
n, & To fit in Pomp, like to a ſtately Queen, 
That fees no Sorrow; all her Pride is vain 
2, © For fall ſhe muſt, and never riſe again; 
The Time's appointed: Then ſhall Zion riſe, 
And triumph over all her Enemies. 


c — 
ee The Concluſion of a Letter to Couſin F. R, 


E'er let the Proſpect of ſo great Eſtate 

; Dazzle thoſe Eyes, which I preſum'd of late, 
Could from on high, with braveDiſdain, look down 
On this World's fading Glory; ſince a Crown 
Of Lite is promis'd for a Recompence 

Of hearty, crue, ſincere Obedience, 

Unto the faithful Soul, whoſe ſtrong Deſires 

* Are centred in that Joy that n&er expires, 

* Ah, let Enough ſuffice ! Could Poverty 

Be Advocate, twould plead Excuſe for thee : 
Hut if we graſp at Riches that are vain, 
Then how is our Religion ſtrong and plain? 


Meditation 


A Meditation. 


ORD, teach me patiently to follow thee, 
I. Thro' thy ſore Travails, thro* thine Agony, 
nich thou ſo meekly didſt endure for me, 
Mongſt ſuch unworthy Worms as wounded thee, Þ 
Piercing thee freſh with our Iniquity: 
Teach us to fuffer, till we reign with thee. 
Amen, 


To her Friend M. J. 


ET us, my Friend, all peeviſh Self withſtand, 
And in the Meekneſs of the ſpotleſs Lamb, 
Lead one another gently by the Hand, 
And travel forward to the holy Land, 
Where the Redeemed on Mount Zion ſtand, 
With Harps of living Praiſes in their Hand, 
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A Mediation, 


= TY. Ternal Love, before whoſe glorious Face 
e, A'l Times are preſent, filling ev'ry Place; 
y, & Uncircumſcribed, Unexcluded ! Can 

Thy boundleſs Mercy to forgetful Man 
ee, Be told? Or can thy long Forbearance be 

Enough admir'd ? Great dreadful Majeſty ! 
Ah, let my Soul, in a true living Senſe 

en. Now ruminate on the ſweet Influence 

Of that abounding Goodnels, which from thee 

Did freely reach to ſuch a Worm as me! 
— I TheBeaſt, that cleaves the Hoof, & chews the Cud, 

Was by the ancient Law proclaimed good: 

As thou'rt pleas'd to enjoin thine Yael, 

In humble due Acknowledgement, to tell 
> Thy mighty Wonders. each one to his Friend, 
| Whereby thou brought'ſt ' em to the promis'dLand. 
So ' mon gſt the many Favours, Lord, of thine, 
May I now call to mind that dolctul Time; 
| Wherein, as pondering of my State, I found 
(Though Life and Virtue doth with thee abound) 
Myſelf as one of thoſe dry ſenſeleſs Bones, 
Which lay in th' open Valley, which thou once 
Did'ſt ſhew thy Prophet, all exceeding dry, 
Until thou pleas'd to caſt a tender Eye 
Of Pity on them, and the Anſwer give 
Unto that great Demand, Can dry Bones live ? 
By breathing on them, when thy gracious Hand 
Had gather'd them, and by thy blel9d Command 
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Cloatb'd them with FE !<ſh : Great King! thyPow'r', | 
It was of old, and cannot move in vain. (the ſame Wy 


Thus, though at firſt my miſerable State 
Seem'd unto me doleful and deſperate, 


Which to my Soul did ſweet Refreſhment bring, 


Friendſhip tried. 


H O' it ſurpaſſeth Winters Skill 
T' impede the flowing Tide, 
Which from the Spring in Hermon's Hill 
Each Moment is ſupply'd _ 
Though Icy Walls cannot immure 
Its cryſtal Streams, that run ſecure 3 


Nor yet the ſcorching fiery Beams 
Ot Summers Heat exhale, 
Or to drink up thoſe purling Streams, 
Which all its Drought prevail ; 
Which, ever flowing freely, bring 
Their Treaſures from a living Spring. 


Yet have I ſeen a pretty Well, 
Deriv'd from Showers of Rain, 
Which into Nature's Ciſtern fell, 
And did ſome Time remain; 
By Summer's Drought, exhal'd away, 
And vaniſh i in a ſcorching Day. 


How ſoon thou in the Bone didſt broach a Spring, | 2 
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| $o little Brooks and Torrents flow, 
ne | While they have freſh Supply 
From the diſtilling Clouds, but grow 
(When molt they 're wanted) dry, 
8 Like Cheri/b's Brook, whoſe pleaſant Stream 
81 Ccas'd, when the Drought was moſt extream: 
So common Kindneſſes may flow 
In ſome finiſter Hearts, 
And petty Favours ſeem to grow, 
Whilſt ſometimes they impart 
Renewed Bribes, in hopes t” obtain 
The Stock, with Int'reſt, back again, 


But then, if any Fret ariſe, 

Or Dilappointment come, 

How ſoon Upbraiding teſtifies, 

True Fricndſhip found not room 
Within thoſe narrow bounded Breaſts, 
'The Lodging of Selt- Intereſt. 


True Friendſhip, that from Virtue ſprings, 
* Doth fo enlarge the Mind, 

It cannot be block'd up with Things 
Of ſuch a ſervile Kind, 

As makes dull Miſers fret and rage 
In this our mercenary Age. 


Tis not the nipping ſtormy Winds 
| Of ſharp Adverſity, 
Nor Winters Froſt, can chill the Minds, 
Or ſtop the Sympathy, 
Which with unfeigned Love doth flow, 
8 Were Friendſhip doth ſincerely grow. 
M A Meditation, 
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A Meditation. 


OW long will Man forget himſelf, 


And be ſo much inclin'd 
To treaſure up that fordid Pelf, 
Which he muſt leave behind ? 


And ſeek theſe Vanitics on Earth, 
Which quickly come to nought ; 
A little Jollity and Mirth 
Is often dearly bought : 

Fools for the Belly ſell away 
'Their Birth-right to the Wiſe ; 
What's this Inheritance ? Cry they: 

Thus they for Traſh deſpiſe 


That Treaſure, which no Thief can ſtea), 


No Canker-worm nor Ruſt 
Can &er corrupt: And 'tis by Seal 
Confirmed to the Juſt ; 


Who, though they here may ſuffer Los, 


It ſhall become their Gain, 
If patiently” they bear the Croſs, 
They ſhall the Crown obtain. 


But thoſe who chooſe their Portion here, 


Shall wail in Miſery, 
Becauſe ſuch would not lend an Ear 
To th' Voice of Wiſdom's Cry; 


Who call'd to lead them in the Way, 
Where no Deſtroyer's found, 

Nor any hurtful Baſt of Prey 
Can tread this holy Ground. 
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The Volt'rous Eye here cannot ſpy; 
Baut yet the humble Mind, 
That ſeeks in true Simplicity, 
This pleaſanc Path may find; 


And, though unlearned, cannot err, 
Led by a ſacred Guide, 
Unto a Hubitation, where 

True Comforts are enjoy*d. 
Then why ſhould Men unmindful be 
Ot their more noble Part, 
The Off-ſpring of Eternity, 
As wholly to invert 
The ſole Uſe of their Intellects, 
To gain a fading Toy. 
This faithle!s WW "rl ; while they reject 
True everlaſting Joy? 


They ſnatch at 80 tiado #3 here, and ſlight 
The Subſtance that remains 

For ever: Thus they, in the Night, 
Walk on to endleſs Pains; 

I they perſiſt to wander there, 
And carelefly contemn 

The ſpringing Light that doth appear 
| Thence to detiver them: 

Then why, alas, ſhould they deſtroy 
| Their Hopes of laſting Treaſures, 
And reſt contented, fordidly 

| lo ſhare with Beaſts in Pleaſures ? 
Since Wiſdom hath prepar'd a Feaſt, 
Her Table's furniſhed, _ 


That Fools may now become her Gueſts, 
And fred on Heav'nly Bread. 
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Indeed the Wiſe in their own Eyes, 
Are fill'd with vain Conceit 
Such will the Honey-comb deſpiſe, 

Yet ſhall the Hungry eat, 


Till ſatisfy'd, and with Delight 
Walk on in Wiſdom's Way ; 

Knowing the Light expels the Night, 
And brings in perfect Day; 


Whereby they ſee Things as they be, 
And ſo are taught to chooſe 

Eternal Life in Purity, 
But Sin and Death refuſe. 

There's no abiding City here; 
Seek one that ſhall remain: 

To Wiſdom's Counſel lend an Ear; 
True Godlineſs is Gain: 


Where the contented Mind is known, 


There is a ſweet Increaſe 
Of Solace, where the Soul lies down 
In everlaſting Peace; 


True Peace and Joy, not to be found 
In vain terreſtrial Things: 

Pure holy Praiſes then abound 
Unto the King of Kings; 

Who from on high, with tender Eye, 
Look'd down, and pleas'd to fend 
Wiſdom to call, whoſe Voice and Cry 

Doth unto all extend. 2 


1 
2 4 547 m „ 
"4 


KO 


HO neee e 


9 


Miſcellaneous Poems, 


— —— —_—_— 


Of a happy Life. 


HALL ws exclrde from a ſedate, 
Sweet, happy, and contented State, 
The honeſt Man, that lives in Health, 
rm ſtill ſufficient Wealtt,, 
> Thvugh not from an Inheritance, 
But ſure Supply from Providence ? 
Efſtate by 4 can find, 
But treaſures Goodneſs in us Mind; 
Though boaſting no Nobility, 
Nor Honours, from a Pedigree; 


But rather can, with Tally, * tell, * Ego meis 
He doth his Anceſtors excel; Majoribus 
et is not overclog'd with Care ; ; Virtute 


Can Time for Mind and Body ſpare 3 praluxt, 
Can feed and fleep in Seaſon, tree 

From ſuperfluous Luxury; 

> That hath an equal loyal Spouſe, 

An handſome habitable Houſe ; 

| laherited, or purchas'd, that 

e need not fear the ſullen Threat 

Ot griping Landlord; but it not, 

Finds true Content in any Lot; 

Since in the Cloſet of his Mind 

Dwells Solace not to be defin'd, 

Hath a juſt Friend, that cannot be 
Transtormed in Adverſity 3 

\nd what's more happy, yet more ſtrange 
les always ready for a Change. 
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Ou David and joxNaTHAN, 


RE learned Pons ſolicitous t' expreſs 
Idle Chimera's in romantick Dreſs ? 

And ſhall the Fame of theſe heroick Fgiends, 
Be thought a Theme unworthy of ſuch Pens ? 
Where a more Princely Pattera can we find 
Of loyal Friendſhip, and a nobler Mind, + F 
Than ſhines in Jonathan, Saul's famous Son? 
Whole Heart to David, ſince the Conqueſt won 
From great Geliab, was ſo firmly knit, F 
That no Self-Int'reſt could &er alter it: 1 
Such potent Love ſprang in his royal Breaſt, 
That he diſrob'd himſelt, to cloath his Gueſt ; 1! 
And gave his Garments, Girdle, Sword, & Bo]. i 
Whether he did, by ſacred Inſtinct, know 17 
He ſhould his Father in the Throne ſucceed ; | : 


(Can Man divert what Heaven hath decreed ?) : 

And though the K;/hite politickly told, Wy 
While 7%e's Son ſurviv'd, he never ſhould g 
Eſtabliſh his Dominion, or advance C 
His royal Scepter : Yet ſince Providence K 
Had ſo diſpos'd it, he, with pious Mind, 11 


Serene from Envy, had in Heart reſign'd 2 
His Kingly Pow'r to David: For had he 1 
Been falſe in Heart, ſome Trick of Treachery IM 1 
Had broken forth, his Honour to obſcure:z IM (5 
Yet David other Ways been kept ſecure. T 
But O his brave heroick Soul diſdaind * 
Ignoble Projects; yea, a Crown ſo e 
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With Breach of Friendſhip! Ah, how did he plead 
With furious Saul, and nobly intercede | 

For abſent David, till he did provoke . 

To (bad it hit) a ſad and fatal Stroke 

Againſt himſelf? Then meckly he withdrew, 

And at th' appointed Seaſon went to ſhew 

{th's unto him, whoſe Life ſcem'd to depend 

On the Fidelity of ſuch a Friend ; 

Who (pre-advis'd) did privately attend 

The Prince's Coming; where, with mutual Grief, 

| Leave to depart, was then the fole Relief 

Lime did afford: With Tears, and great Increaſe 
| Of Sorrow, David is diſmiſs'd in Peace. 
on But David, truly worthy ſuch a Friend, 
Remember'd this, when Heaven had put an End 
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To Rivalty of Rule, and call'd away 
The noble Prince; left here his longer Stay 
Might ſeem to eclipſe his great renowned. Name, 


o Had he ſurviv'd to ſee another reign : 
David yet grateful (Whe with watry Eyes, 
Fle had bewail'd his dear Friepd's Excquies, 
And griev'd that he Vas. by Pbiliſtines ſlain, 
Gainſt whom his Sword was never drawn in vain, 
& Until that diſmal Day, that Heaven's Decree 
On wretched Saul muſt executed be) 

E Sought ont Occaſion how to manif: it 
Te Effects of Friendſhip in his Kingly Breaſt 3 
And to the Off-ſpring, gently did extend | 
The Favours due to his decealed Friend; 

8 Mephiboſbeth, though Saul's Poſterity, 

(Saul 's, that was of ſuch noted enmity 

To David) being Son to Jonathan, : 
Maſt dwell at Court, the King will entertain 
M 4 H*n 
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Him at his Roya! Table, gives Command 
For the Surrender of Saul's State and Land. 
Was David valiant ? Did he, void of Fear, 
Aſſail and ſlay a Lion and a Bear, 

And with undaunted Courage overcome 

The warlike Gathite with a little Stone? 
But, which prefer'd him more than all the reſt, 
An upright Heart he bore within his Breaſt, 
Was not his friendly Rival Jonathan, 
Renown'd for Valour too? The only Man, 
That, with his Armour-bearer, overthrew 
The proud Pphiliſtines, ere his Father knew 
With whom he left the Hoſt of Mael, 
Whilſt the proud Garriſon before him fel], 


With Dread and Trembling ; I/-ae! mean while! 


Amaz'd, made haſte but to purſue and ſpoil : 
Yet did he not out-brave his loyal Friend, 
But by majeſtick Meekneſs recommend 
That true Nobility of Mind, that brings 

A greater Honour than the Name of Kings, 
For though his Sword many Phililines ſlew, 
And Jſrael's Foes he bravely did ſubdue ; 
Yet did that Love and Friendſhip in his Breaſt, 
Embalm his henour'd Name above the reſt 
Of his renowned Virtues, and engage 
Immortal Fame in each ſuccecding Age. 
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Ou Mobpks'ryw and CHASTITY. 


How is this luxurious World beguil'd! 
That ſpotleſs Modeſty ſeems quite exil'd ; 
And Chaſtity ca ſnier'd, or baniſh'd hence, 
| Leſt her prevailing powerful Influence 
Should tincture human Hearts with holy Awe, 
And deeply there engrave the royal Law 
Which few regard, though of a vaſt Extent, 
Although its Precepts teacheth to prevent 
ne The ſad Effects, Grief, Shame, and Obloquy 
| That ſtill attend them that flight Modeſty, 
For Chaſtity, ſits as with awful Grace, 
Enthron'd i' th' Heart, and ſweetly in the Face 
> Holds forth its Enſign, Modeſty as 'twere 
A Flag of Peace, which, when it doth appear, 
It bids Defiance to th? voluptous Mind, 
Although to Hoſpitality inclin'd ; 
And doth with friendly Treatments entertain 
© Thoſe that converſe therewith, without a Stain, 
Or baſe Extravagance of wanton Look, 
Wherewith deluding Syrens bait their Hook, 
To catch unſtable Hearts with ſeeming Joy, 
Though the Deſign is chiefly to deſtroy. 
No, here's a pure, tho? far more potent Charm, 
That, as a Caſtle, daunts approaching Harm 
With ſimple Innocence, whoſe chiefeſt Care 
On {E's to prevent, rather than plant a Snare. 
Then why ſhould either Sex claim Liberty, 
Beyond the Confines of ſweet Modeſty ? 
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Him at his Roya! Table, gives Command 
For the Surrender of Saul's State and Land. 
Was David valiant? Did he, void of Fear, 
Aſſail and flay a Lion and a Bear, 

And with undaunted Courage overcome 

The warlike Galbite with a little Stone? 
But, which prefer'd him more than all the reſt, 
An upright Heart he bore within his Breaſt, 
Was not his friendly Rival Jonathan, 
Renown'd for Valour too ? The only Man, 
That, with his Armour- bearer, overthrew 
The proud Philiſtines, ere his Father knew 
With whom he left the Hoſt of 1/-ael, 
Whilſt the proud Garriſon before him fell, 


With Dread and Trembling ; I/rae! mean while : 


Amaz'd, made haſte but to purſue and ſpoil : 
Yet did he not out-brave his loyal Friend, 
But by majeſtick Meekneſs recommend 
That true Nobility of Mind, that brings 

A greater Honour than the Name of Kings, 
For though his Sword many Phili/lines ſlew, 
And I/rae!*s Foes he bravely did ſubdue ; 
Yet did that Love and Friendſhip in his Breaſt, 
Embalm his henour'd Name above the reſt 
Of his renowned Virtues, and engage 
Immortal Fame in each ſuccecding Age. 


T2 * A - * n | + : 8 
WARY IE -<4 1 0 * - k 4 s * * 


.... ˙ RES As. h ooo 


12 
Wi 
8 
177 
F 
1 
1 
F 
E 
7 
A 
It 
A 
A 
I 
Q 
V 
T 
T 
N 
4 
V 
Be 


Miſcellaneous Poems. 1 45 


— — 
3 


— 


—— — 


— 


=_— 


On MopDEesTY and CHASTITY. 


| How is this luxurious World beguiPd ! 
'' That ſpotleſs Modeſty ſeems quite exil'd ; 
And Chaſtity caſhier'd, or baniſh'd hence, 
Leſt her prevailing powerful Influence 
Should tincture human Hearts with holy Awe, 
And deeply there engrave the royal Law ; 
Which few regard, though of a vaſt Extent, 
Although its Precepts teacheth to prevent 
ie! The fad Effects, Grief, Shame, and Obloquy 
hat ſtill attend them that ſlight Modeſty, 
For Chaſtity, fits as with awful Grace, 
Enthron'd i' th' Heart, and ſweetly in the Face 
Holds forth its Enſign, Modeſty as *twere 
A Flag of Peace, which, when it doth appear, 
lt bids Defiance to th? voluptous Mind, 
Although to Hoſpitality inclin'd; 
And doth with friendly Treatments entertain 
© Thoſe that converſe therewith, without a Stain, 
Or baſe Extravagance of wanton Look, 
Wherewith deluding Syrens bait their Hook, 
To catch unſtable Hearts with ſeeming Joy, 
Though the Deſign is chiefly to deſtroy. 
No, here's a pure, tho' far more potent Charm, 
That, as a Caſtle, daunts approaching Harm 
Wich ſimple Innocence, whoſe chiefeſt Care 
On {1s to prevent, rather than plant a Snare. 
Then why ſhould either Sex claim Liberty, 
Beyond the Confines of ſweet Modeſty ? 


|, 


* * 
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It ſeaſons Words, and fairly regulates 
Deportment, both to high and low Eſtates ; 
It crowns the Man with Comelineſs : But ſhe 
That wants it, deſerves Shame and Infamy. 


W _— * * 1 
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Ketirement. 


Whither is my Love withdrawn ! and where 


Shall I direct my Steps to find him near, 
And fear no prying Eyes, nor liſt'ning Ear? 
Ah ! Whither ſhall I now repair to find 
A ſolitary Place to eaſe my Mind, 


To him that can my Foes in Fetters bind ? 
Ah, Lord [ with-hold not thoſe reſilendent Beam, * 
Nor ſtop the Current of thoſe cryſtal Streams, 3 
Which would both heal my Wounds, & cleanſe my # 

(Stain 
Spring! Spring! O Fountain of Felicity! X 


And let ſweet Shilob's Stream flow forth, that [ 
May drink and be refreſh'd; or elle I dic. 


| 1 | * 
Appear, thou great High- prieſt of Trae! 
ho in that vaſt Eternity doth dweil, 
Whoſe perfect Beauty, Tongue can never tell. 


O can my Soul but much aſfected be 
With thoſe enam' ring Rays that dart ſrom these, 
Great Spring of Light! O teach me fervently 

a 1 


. 
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To wait for thee ! whoſe Love is ſtill inclin'd 
To favour Irael's Seed, whoſe Heart and Mind 
Is unto thee unfeignedly reſign'd. 


Tho? Mortals cannot ſce thy Face, and live; 
» | Yet to thy royal Seed thou rt pleas'd to give 
This Princely Favour, this Prerogative. 


Lord, Caſt thine Eye upon a Worm, whoſe State 
ls even like a Widow deſolate ! 
ere Remove, conſume all that would ſeparate, 
5 
Or interpoſe betwixt my Love and me: 
O rend the Vail throughout, that I may ſee 
: My Soul's chief Darling! Ah, Thou, Thou art He, 


That ſtands behind the Wall, and there doſt wait 
Io ſhew thyſelf, when thine do ſupplicate 
am, : | To ſee the near; then doſt thou ſatiate 


| The pure in Heart: Altho' thou pleaſe to try 
| their Zea), their Fervour, their Sincerity | 
ro thee; whoſe Preſence, Lord, is always nighs 
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On SOLOMON'S Requeſt. 


| (give 
Reat Solomon, t whom Heaven was pleas'd to 
A Token of his Favour, when requir'd 
To aſk and have; *rwas not that he might live 
To numerous Years, or Riches he deſir'd, 
Nor yet the Fame of outward Victory, 
But that his Heart true Wiſdom might enjoy, 


Who, when he had this great Requeſt obtain'd, 
Etteeming it above the fineſt Gold, 
Other more mean Enjoyments alſo gain'd; 
He learn'd by this, Enigma's to unfold ; 
And ſaw by this, all Things below the Sun, 
Were Vanity, and mult to Period come : 


And while to this he rightly was inclin'd, 
His Steps were guided in the Path of Peace; 
His underſtanding Heart and Princely Mind 
In Wiſdom's Secrets daily found Increaſe : 
He then experimentally could tell, 
Her Price all gliſtring Rubies did excel. 


For this alone gives true Nobility, 

Righcly inſtructing Princes how to reign, 
As with a righteous Scepter : * is hereby 
The Magiſtrate bears not the Sword in vain, 

To puniſh or protect; but knows t extend 
Mercy and Juſtice with impartial Hand : 


Therefore 
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Therefore a Terror only unto them, 
* Whoſe Acts and Deeds are Evil; but a Praiſe 
To Wiſdom's Children. Thus the Diadem 
Of Princely Solomon gave forth ſuch Rays, 
As dazzled the Beholders : Majeſty 
Shin'd in his Wiſdom to each wond'ring Eye; 


e 

0 Much more than in the Plenty of his Gold, 
Or ſparkling Gems, common to other Kings; 
I' was none of theſe, when niggard Fame had told 
His NameinSheba's Court, that from thence brings 
| That famous Queen, whoſe Heart was ſet on fire 

J. I 0o prove the Truth, his Wildom to admire, 


* © Where ſecret Wiſdom dwells, at her right Hand 
Are Length of Days, & Peace, wherewith to bleſs 
> Thoſe that attend on her, and always ſtand 
As at her Door, the Gate of Righteouſneſs : 
WithH/ealth& Honours her right Hand requites 
Thote whom ſhe's pleas'd to own her Favourites, 


But Words, alas, cannot enough ſet forth 
Its Excellence, nor Tongue of Man declare 
True Wiſdom's Price, according to its Worth: 
She dwells i' ch* bumble Heart, that's fill'd with Fear 
Ot the Almighty ; and all thoſe that have her, 
Find Subſtance that remains, yea, endleſs. 
TDD (Trealure, 
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A Meditation. 


Who would think, all outwardFoes might be 
Suppreſs'd and conquer'd, much more cafily 
| Than that inſulting Tyrant in the Heart, 
Which there uſurps, and acts the Traytor's Part! 
For though a Man externally reform 

His Actions, ſo that ſtrictly he perform 

The Precepts of the Law; 'tis all in vain, 

Ik he the accurſed Achan entertain 

In his polluted Breaſt : This will expoſe 

Him to the Fury of all outward Foes ; 
Whom otherwiſe he might with Eaſe repel, 
Did not this Traytor in his Boſom dwell, 
We'll therefore wait, to feel the ſearching Power, 
By its enlighUning Influence, diſcover 

This curſed Achan, that the Camp may be 
Entirely ſanctify'd to follow thee, 

Jrael's victorious King, who truly doſt 
Watch with a tender Care o'er VVael's Hoſt : 
For 'tis a Taſk, ſurpaſſing human Skill, 
Rightly to govern and direct the Will, 
Let therefore Heart and Will be ſtill reſign'd 
To thee, with a free, fervent, humble Mind. 


Contem plalion. 


— 
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Contemplation. 


REAT Prince of Peace ! When I incline 
ze To wait on thee, | 
iv Thou ſay'ſt in ſecret, Thou art mine; 
Thou'ſt purchas'd me; 
Not with corruptible or fading Things, 
But withaPrice that far exceeds ihe Crown of Kings, 


Ah, Lord ! Who can enough admire 

Thy boundleſs Love, 

Which doth ſo far ſurpaſs Deſire, 
N Vea, often prove 
Beyond what might expected be by me, 
Unworthy of the ſmalleſt ſmilingGClance from thee, 


er, 
O gracious Love ! Thy Sweets excel 
All Things below : | 
Alas! Earth's Beauty cannot parallel 
| Thy meaneſt Glimpſe, I know; 
|: For one's an Earneſt of ne'er- fading Joy: 
The others an enſnaring Soul deluding Toy, 


| : "hy ſmalleſt gentle Ray invites 
— ur Souls to taſte 
Thoſe never-fading treſh Delights, 
Which always laſt ; 
ad, as deſir'd, more increaſe, 
ion. nato the humble, holy Child of Peace. 


7 Mark 
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Mark how the Taper's feeble Light, 
With glimm'ring Ray, 
Gilds as it were the Shades of Night, 
Inſtead of Day 3 
But what's its Luſtre, when the Sun appears 
T' illuminate our doleful Hemiſpheres ! 


So tho* Earth's Pleaſures fometimes do, 
With ſeeming Joys, 
Allay ſmall Sorrows, mitigate a Woe, 
That from her Toys 
Proceeds, and vex the grovellwg Soul that feeds 
Upon her empty Huſks, and noiſome Weeds. 


Yet when the Brightneſs of thine Eye 
Doth from above 
Diſcover dark deluding Vanity, 
And with its Love 
Invite; how leſs than nothing then are thoſe 
Fondly enſnaring Toys, and flatt'ring Shows, 


Which only by Reflections do 
Produce Remorle 
In th' injur*d Conſcience, to increaſe the Woe 
That will with Force 
Fall upon thoſe that dote on fading Toys, 
But ſlight the Light that leads to endleſs Joys? 


Ah then, who can enough admire 
Thy Love, thy Light! 
Who can but long, 2 ſtrong Deſire, 
For ſuch Delight ! 
This is the Light of Life, tades not away, 


But ſhines more briglic unto the perfect Day. ” 
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Of FRIENDSHIP. 


| 9 is the right ſacred Spring, whence flows 


Thoſe cryſtal Streams, whereby true Friendſhip 
That dear Affection, that firm Unity, (grows; 
That interwoven free Community; 


Which ſo engageth Hearts and Minds together, 


No ſtormy Sea, nor utmoſt Lands can ſever 
Theſe willing Captives: For the gen'rous Mind 
i Is not by Place, though far remote confin'd. 


True Friends, when they by Diſtance are bereaven 


Ot verbal Converſe, have their Names engraven 
In one anothers Hearts, which cannot be 


Cancell'd or raz'd by Earth's vain Obloquy : 


Yet, leſt the ſame ſhould, as a glimm'ring Spark, 
| Seem to expire, as buried in the Dark, 
There is by Mediums (it the Place deny 
Them, viva voce, free Community) 

{ Reciprocal Reflections of its Beams 

* Unto each other, couch'd in fable Streams; 
Though the abounding Solace doth increaſe, 

| When Friends converſe together Face to Face 
| Then freely they unboſom their Requeſts, 
And treaſure Secrets in each others Breaſts, 


As in firm Cabinets, cloſe lock'd, where none 

Can find the Key, but only each his own. 

Is one oppreſs'd with Grief? He lays a Share 

Upon his Friend, that he may help to bear: 1 
Swims one in Solace? Finds he Cauſe of Joy? i 
Tis then re- doubled 10 Community: 


Mourns 
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Mourns one? the other mourns: Doth one rejoice? 
His ſeeond Self then, both in Heart and Voice, 
Doth ſympathize : True Friendſhip may not be 
Without an inward ſecret Sympathy. 5 

But fawning Paraſites, though they pretend, 

In Complement to be each others Friend, 

For meer Self- Int'reſt, or ſome claſe Deſign, 
Become, if not proud Enemies, in Time 
Abſolute Strangers; and ſo manifeſt 

True Friendſhip ne*er was grounded in their Breaſt, 
Altho' there was ſome formal Shew, whereby 
Some were deluded, through Hopocrily, 
T'impart their hidden Secrets, which are now 
Made Proclamations, with a ſcornful Brow 3 
Nor are Reproaches, taunting Calumnies, 
Backbiting, railing, other Injuries, 

_ With-held, as Opportunity affords (Swords; 
Them vent for Wrath, with either Tongue or 
Surely, becauſe ſuch do not rightly know (grow: 
That innate Spring, which makes true Friendſ+ip 
For this, by Covenant, doth ſo engage 

Their noble Hearts, that no Self-wounding Rage 
Can here prevail, or once diſſolve the Knot 


Friendſbip hath ty'd : Miſtakes are ſoon forgot, ö 


If any interpoſe, or would preſent 
Some Crime, to cauſe a Frown in Diſcontent. 
There's Charity in friendly Breaſts, that heals 
Such Scars, whereby true Love, not Rage, prevails: 
And when it is unto Perfection grown 
In both their Hearts, ſuch Scars are ſeldom known. 
Gentle Advice, whereby one may reclaim 
A Friend from Error, doth not wrong the Name, 
Or make a Breach in Friendſhip: None may be 
Rightly eſteem'd a Friend, that it he ſee = 
SR is 
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His Neighbour loſe his Way, will not direct 
Unto a better; or that will reject 
Good Exhortation, fancying Reproof 
A greater Crime than he is guilty of. 
Selt-hood is often blind; therefore a Friend 
Is not prohibited to reprehend, 
So he proclaim not Faults. But they that would 
Sin uncontroul'd, and hug their Errors, ſhould 
Never contract a Friendſhip, leſt thereby 
That ſacred Name be ſtain'd with Infamy, 
Is any wiſe, that when Diſtempers do 
Begin to ſeize, would not deſire to know? 
Diſeaſes known, are ſooner cur'd; but they 
That would indulge and hide them, that they may 
Thereby increaſe, do frequently expoſe 
Themſelves, as a Deriſion to their Foes. | 
True cordial Friends, without Offence, can beat 
Kind Admonition, though it be ſevere, b 
The faithfal Wounds of Friends are like Inciſion, 
Made by the ſkilful Hand of ſome Phyſician, 
To let out noxious Humours, that invade. 
The aMicted Part, and ſtubbornly impede 
The hoped Cure; which afterwards with ſpeed 
Doth, by ſome ſuppling Ointment, well ſucceed. 
Thus, by this needtul Freedom, Friendſhip ſhines 
With greater Luſtre ; but its Light declines, 
Where this is limited. Who can but grieve _ 
To be ſo over-power'd, not to relieve Sy 
A Friend afflicted; that may not apply 
A precious Balm to heal his Malady ? 
But there's rejoicing, when with equal Mind 
Exchanging Thoughts, they may in any kind 
Expreſs their Sentiments, and ſignify | 
Reproot or Approbation faithfully, 
ak ot NA Thus 
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Thus fill perſiſting in the ſweet Increaſe 


Of Love unfeign'd, and firm abiding Peace: |, 
Here innocent Delight more freely ſprings, 1 
Than may be found in Courts of mighty Kings... 
But as true Virtue's rarely to be found, 5 


So Friendſhip grows not up in every Ground: 
He that would chooſe a Friend, ſhould prove and 
Before the Knot be knit, none ſhould unty, (try ; 
While either Friend remains; for Friendſhip mult 
(Though one be ſeparated unto Duſt) 

If poor Mephiboſheth ſurvive, extend 

To the Poſterity and Name of Friend; 

Elſe that's imperfect, which ſhould rather be 
A little Ray of Immortality. 

Haſt thou a Friend, whoſe Ingenuity, 

Well guarded with a right Simplicity, 

Can both eſteem what thou'lt communicate, 
And of his own richly retaliate 

The hidden Treaſures of a knowing Breaſt, 
Whoſe cordial Love (too great to be expreſs'd 
By feigned Speeches) freely can reveal 

His Secrets in thy Ear, but thine conceal 

Cloſe from all others, whoſe Fidelity 

Will n&er deſert thee in Adverſity, 

Altho' the World frown on thee, but remain 

In Offices of Love, the very ſame, 

Or more endear'd, than in Proſperity ? 

If likewiſe thou retain Integrity 

Or if thou'rt overtaken by Surprize, : 
And haſt tranſgreſs'd, can deeply ſympathize, 
(If thou forſake thine Error, and accept 

Ot Counſel, that Advice may take effect) 
And, as in fecret, mourning over thee, 

Can with Love's Garment wilely cover ee, 

| rom 
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From th' Eyes of others; yet if Scandals ſhould 
(When rais'd by others in his Ear be told, 
Will ſtill thy true Intelligencer be ; | 
Yet boldly guard thy Name, and plead for thee, 
When thou art abſent : Know that he expects 
Friendſhip ſhould have in thee the ſame Effects; 
Yet hates Upbraiding, or a ſlanderous Tongue : 
What can to Friendſhip be a greater Wrong ? 
But thoſe that flatter thee in proſperous Times, 
And ſubtilly indulge thy darling Crimes; 
Will not endure a bluſt'ring Storm, but flee, 
And, with thy Riches, haſte away from thee, 
This 1s a Friend indeed, that cannot be 

Brib'd with thy Wealth, or loſt in Miſery : 
O grant him in thy Heart a worthy Place | 
And ſee, as in a Glaſs, Face anſwers Face, 
Thou anſwer him; yea, prize him more than Gold 
Of Ophir ; for his Worth cannot be told. 

Tis but the wiſe and honeſt Heart, from whence 
Deceigs exil'd, that's Friendſhip's Reſidence, 


N 3 A Letter 
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A Letter to a Friend. 


| Ometime this Query riſeth in my Mind, 

; 8 Can Friends be to each other ſo unkind, 
Thus to perplex, and yet not ſhew the Cauſe 
Why Friendſhip ſhould admit ſo long a Pauſe ? 
Hath Grandeur ſtupity*d thy fertile Quill, 

Or Mammon metamorphos'd thus thy Will? 
So condeſcending formerly, and kind, 

As if to Love and Friendſhip moſt inclin'd. 
Methinks abundance of ſuch outward Store 


Should ne'er abridge our Time, but gain us more. 
Not that Wealth can add Number to our Days; 
But Time (wherein the Indigent may raiſe 

Some Stipend, to procure their daily Food) 


Might be improv'd, as for a mutual Good, 

By ſuch as have obtain'd a full Supply; 

Or elſe wherein doth the Advantage lie 

Betwixt the Rich and Poor? Heaven ſtill extends 
Bread, to ſuſtain each to their latter Ends. + 
Then ſhould not thoſe, that greater Mercy ſhare, | 
Some Time for Friendſhip*s Privileges ſpare ? $S 
But ſhould my Grief by Words be thus expreſs'd, 

I'll ceafe to write, and only ſigh the reſt ; 

For fince my Letters may not anſwer'd be, 

I may conclude, that all is Vanity. 


Anuol ber 
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Another Letter to a Friend, 

M haſty Pen about to write unkind, 
(When interrupted by my zealous Mind) 

Again admits of dear Marcaria; tho“ 

Thy tedious Silence gives Affront unto 

True cordial Friendſhip, which in ev'ry State 

Sweetly delighteth to communicate 

Pure Streams of Love, as Opportunity 

Permits, to manifeſt its Sympathy: 

Which, ſeeming now to ceaſe, gives Cauſe of Doubt, 

Some new Concern hath joſtled Friendſhip out 

From that fair Boſom; where, if yet it dwell, 

*T'will by its influencing Power diſpel 

Whate'er would ſtop its Current : For we ſee 

That ſtanding Pools oft-times corrupted be, 

When fmaller Brooks, whoſe Streams do gently 

Along their Banks, are purg'd & purify'd. (glide 

Alas, that Love that burns with Fervency, 

Is frequently perplext with Jealouſy ! ! 

Then why ſo ſilent ? Why fo ſtrangely mute? 

Muſt I indeed not only find my Suit 


Ungranted, but diſdain'd ? And muſt I be 


Therefore unanſwer'd, for a Penalty 
N 4 
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To be impos'd, as for a henious Crime? 
Tho? I forgot once a Requeſt of thine, 

I did not wholly throw aſide my Pen; 
But, as full fraught with other Matter, when 
In hopes of ſending, though I did omit 
To anſwer each Punctilio, yet I writ, 
(Grateful or not :) For my officious Quill, 
As formerly engag'd, is ready till 

To write to thee. 

Ah ! Canſt thou think what Doubtings do attend, 
Whether ſad Sickneſs, or ſome rival Friend 
May now ſo long reſtrain thy careleſs Pen, 

As if it would not deign to write again? 

O muſt that Friendſhip in Oblivion lie 


That ſeems immortal? Then ſend Reaſons why: 
How ſhould I elſe reſent this Injury? 


by 
— 
7 
* 
2 
* 
MN 
3 
#3 
"A 
5h, 


F 
2 
52 
75 
* 
» 
L 
. ＋ 
4 
5 
1 
1 
3 


' Miſcellaneous Poems. 161 


1 ä — —„ 
* 3 


— 


1 


Upon parting with a Friend. 


J. 5 
ND can the Effects of cordial Friendſhip be 
So apt to raiſe a Tumult in the Mind * 
Or ſo injurious to my Friend and me, 
To make us to each other ſeem unk ind? 
*T were then but weak; nay, Weakneſs ſurely muſt 
Be challeng'd ours: pos is always juſt, 
May we not innocently then rejoice _ 
In the Society of Boſom-Friends ? : 
Vea; yet we cannot always have our Choice, 
Since Things below unto Muration tends. 
True Friends muſt part of meer Neceflity ; 
Beſt Titles here are 5 Uncertainty. 
Yet might the Ocean ceaſe to ebb and flow, 
E're I ſhould once ungratefully deny 
Thoſe Obligations deep, whereby Il owe _ 
Much more to thee, than my poor Company 
Could &er retaliate in many Days; 
But I might ſuffer * other Ways. 
Whilſt ſhe, obliging ſhe, might never want, 
What was ſo much deſir'd, Society; 
There's many too ambitiouſly would grant 
That which themſelves would ſo much gratify. 
Why ſhould ſhe then ftrive for a Thing ſo mean, 
And ſcarcely worth the Labour to obtain ? 


* 


Then 
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, 
Then why ſhould too too furious fiery Zeal, 
Uſurp a Place in ſuch a noble Heart, 
Where only Love, ſhould evermore prevail. 
As. knowing beſt. to act true Friengſbip's Part) 
Which thinks no Evil, but doth tenderly 
Heal, or conceal —_— Infirmity ? 
They that are unengag'd in Wedlock, ſeemy 
T' enjoy a Privilege of Liberty, 
To act ſpontaneouſly, and may redeem 
Time to enjoy a Friend; yet frequently 
Such can plead urgent Buſineſs to withdraw, 
And think it is no Breach of Friendſhip's Law. 
1 VII. | | 
When ſuch as are by nuprial Tye confin'd, 
Should not be cenſur'd in Sarcaſtick Strains, 
Leſt ſome ſeem cruel, when they would be kind, 
And ſo change mutual Pleaſures into Pains : 
Therefore let Heats and Animoſities, 
On Friendſhip's Score, no more among us riſe, 
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A Letter of Invitation to a Friend, 


F to the Country I my Friend invite, 

*Tis but to do languiſhing Friendſhip right: 
What to a Friend can be a greater Wrong, 
'Fhan that the Second's abſent over-Jong ? 

Now, tho? our Cottage be but mean for thee, 
Make it more pleaſant by thy Company. | 
For tho? we think, we have an Intereſt, 

Firmly ſecured in each others Breaſt ; 

Yet if it ceaſe to circulate and flow, 

'T will ſooner ſtagnate, than increaſe and grow. 
Ne'er let it be like that adored Gold, 
Poſſeſs'd by wretched Miſers (that of old 
Conceal'd and hid it) uſeleſs, Jeſt we ſeem 
Quite to reject, and loſe that juſt Eſteem, 

Due to the Root, from which true Hriendſbip ſprings, 
Which to the Heart, immortal Solace brings. 

Indeed in high-flown Panegyrick Verſe, 

My Pen is not accuſtom'd to rehearſe 
Praiſes incredible, nor to commend, 

In deep Hyperboles, a worthy Friend ; 

Yet ſhe that treaſures Virtue in her Breaſt, 
Shines in thoſe Robes, wherewith it doth inveſt 
The truly noble Soul, whereby each Eye 
Something of innate Luſtre may eſpy. ; 
Then may ſuch well aſſert, like Sheba's Queen, 
When ſhe great Judab's King and Court had Ran, 

| | ne 
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One Half had not been told: So may it be 
Affirm'd by many that have heard of thee : 
Why then ſhould this mean Pen pretend to tell 
Half of thoſe Virtues that in thee excel ? 


— K * 
——— 
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Meditation. 


I. 

X T HY ſhould the pure immortal Mind, 
That cannot circumſcribed be 
Within the Bounds of Fleſh and Blood, 

Seem to fallacious Toys inclin'd ; 
Neglective of the chiefeſt Good, 

' And only true Felicity, 

The —_——— 7 of vaſt Eternity. 


Were wretched Infants naked hurl'd 
Upon the Banks of ſullen Cares, 
To beg the Favours of the World, 
And only be involv'd in Snares, 
And ſuckled at the Breaſts of Miſery ; 
Unleſs in all Things they comply 
With Earth's imperious Nods, and ſordid 
| | [BS (Tyranny ? 
No, no; that all-diſcerning Eye, | 
That with a ſtrict obſervant Pk 
Surveys the Corners of the Univerſe, 
And Tokens of his Power diſperſe 
'T herein, who now and ever took 
Care of the Helpleſs, cannot paſs them by, 
Since the young Raven's Wants he doth ſuppy: 
ut 
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But an inſtructive Leſſon's learned hence, 
That helpleſs Man might look unto 
T he all-preſerving Hand of Providence, 
From whom alone all Bleſſings flow ; 
To whom alone our humble Eye 
Should always in Sincerity 
Be lifted up, for 8 2 regard our earneſt Cry. 


7 4 


Though Infants many Days, do more 
Regard the Pap than her that gives it, 
They learn in Time both to implore 
Help, and t acknowledge who relieves it; 

And, though they do not want the Breaſt, 
Would with their tender Mother's Boſom 
| _ (ever reſt, 


Thus is not both our Heart and Mind 
Taught, with Magnetick Influence 
Ot ſacred Love and Sympathy, 
That we thereby might be inclin'd 
To ſoar above the Sphere of Senſe, 
Of periſhing Mortality; 
Yea, with unwearied Fervency, 
Seck the ſublimer Joys of bright Eternity? 


Another 
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Another Meditation. 


H ! It my Mind 
Should be inclin'd, 


Lord, from above, 
Thou God of Love, 
| Reyeal thy Counſel near; 
That I may know, 
That I may do 
Thy ever-bleſſed Will: 
Ah, thine alone, | 
And not mine own, 


Great King! Do thou fulfil, 


T his would increaſe *my Fear: 
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Dat veniam Corvis, vexat cenſura Columbit. 


HAT a Succeſſion of Deluſion's here, 
Whilſt righteous Reaſon is dethron'd }. 
Shall Darkneſs thus cover our Hemiſphere ? 
Ah! Muſt no other Law be own'd, 


But a depraved Will, that ſtill inclines | 
To chooſe the worſt, and leave the beſt; 

Diſdaining to obſerve the Sun, that ſhines 
Within the Conclave of the Breaſt! 


Why, both in former and more modern Days, 
Should Virtue, as an henious Crime 

Be proſecuted ! Leſt its conquering Rays, 
T hrough the whole Univerſe ſhould ſhine, 


And thence diſpel the horrid Shades of Night, 
That does ſurround poor Mortals, ſo 
That till this, riſing, undeceive the Sight, 
They wound their Friend, and ſpare their Foe ; 


Striking at pure unſpotted Innocence, 
Condemning true Sincerity, 

As Malefactors, guilty of Offence 
Whilſt Barabbas hath Liberty 


Granted by common Suffrage : Birds of Prey 

And Rapine, may uncenſur'd tear 

The harmleis Doves ; and who dare that gainſay? 
But unto theſe, (Oh) how ſevere | 


— 


Yet 


i 
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Tet have ſome few been rais'd in ev'ry Age, 
Led by a Spark of Light and Love 
Divine, which, as in ſecret, did engage 
To plead a little for the Dove ; 


At leaſt, to manifeſt their Diſcontent, 
As none of the Confed'racy; 

That they might either limit or prevent 
The Progreſs of ſuch Tyranny ; 


And, like the wiſe Gamaliel, intercede 
With ſober Caution, to beware, | 
Leſt ſome thereby the Prince of Heav'n invade, 
And caſt themſelves into a Snare ; 


Yea, launch thereby into the ſad Abyſs 

Of endleſs Woe and Miſery ; 

Except reclaim'd by ſuch Advice as this, | 
They learn to ſhew more Clemency, | 
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A Letter to Couſin F. R. 


[Written after her Marriage.] 


EAR Coyſin, thine is ſafely come to Hand, i 
W hereby I may thy Welfare underſtand ; 

W hich is right pleaſant welcome News to me ; 

As the like Notice here of mine to thee :. ' 

For mutual Love, where it abides doth joy _ : 

In Friends, as in their own, Felicity. 

O may it ever have Preheminence | 

Then ſhall we not be apt to take Offence, 

Nor wiltully offend ; but in each Breaſt, 

Where it prevails, belicve and hope the beſt : 

This ſtill indulgeth Amity and Peace, 

But cauſeth Animoſities to ceaſe ; 

Diſtance of Miles can never quench the ſame, 

It lives a warming, not conſuming Flame: 

In which I re- ſalute thee, and remain 

Thy conſtant Friend, not changed but in Name, 


r 


O Another 


8 
"1 
14 
. 
' 
| 
F 
' 
x 
1 
7 
n 
4 


| 
' 
1 
þ 
. 
| 


170 Fruits of Retirement : Or, 


XY 


WY 


— 


Another Letter to Couſin F. R. 


JO doubt &er this, rejoicing Friends are come, 
Congratulating thy Arrival home; 
And with the kindeſt Welcome, ſignify : 


Their Expectation to renew the Joy 

They'd formerly in thy Society. 

But ſure, a watchful Heart may never be 
Loſt (though engag'd) in Multiplicity; 
But eyes theRock, which, when in rowling Waves, 
Is ſafe to anchor on, and firmly ſaves, 

As in a Clift, or ſecret hiding Place, 
Free from the Dangers of tempeſtous Seas ; 
Wherein, as any doth fecurely ſtand, 
Such cannot be unmindful of a Friend 
That doth in ſuch like Habitation dwell, 
But can delight by Tongue or Pen to tell 
Their Exerciles, with Endearments free ; 
Love circulating thus in Sympathy. 


But ſcarce had theſe my Muſings finiſhed, 
With many more quite loſt and ſcattered, 


For want of Penning, when thy Letter came, 
And prov'd my Hopes deferr'd were not in vain ; 
Therefore in curtale Lines herewith I ſend 

My Sentiments thereof to thee, my Friend. 


[ 
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May I in curled Strains hyperbolize, 


This nought avails, but, like Adventures, toſs'd 
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A third Letter to Couſin F. R. 


AN l be filent, though I ſeem t' intrude 6 
Mongſt ſuch a throng'd important Multitude? 
Can I forget that Heart, that ſcem'd to me ry 
Firmly engag'd in mutual Sympathy, | 
And Bonds of facred Friendſhip, which were then 
Suppos'd immortal ? Can my ſluggiſh Pen 
Forget its uſeful Office, though it want 
That influencing fair Encouragement, 
Which once was wont ſo freely to diſtil 
In copious Lines, from thy more pregnant Quill ? 
Nay, nor although I own Realities, 


| 


That innate Virtue, which in thee doth lie, 
Needs no fuch varniſhing, vain Sophiltry : 


On boiſtrous Seas, may well be reck'ned loſt, 
It no Return be made : Yet may there be 

A better Traffick *rwixt my Friend and me, 
If ſhe*l] but deign to ſtep from out the Crowd 
Of thoſe Incumbrances, which ſo be- cloud 

And intercept that Converſe, which ſhould be 
Nat too too long confin'd in ſuch as thee 3 
Who, by Example and good Converſe, may 
Lead on Aſſociates in an happy Way. 
Should then this fading World again &er find 
So great a Place in that heroick Mind, 
Which heretofore ſo prudently deny'd 


Its Grandeur, Pomp, and all its fwelling Pride, 
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To treaſure up a far more noble Prize, 

Than can be well obſerv'd by common Eyes, 

Which dote on Toys, and can admire the Blaze 

Of tranſitory Honours, but ſoon daze 

At the Appearance of that glorious Light, 

Which to th' immortal Soul gives perfect Sight 

And Proſpect of the new Feruſalem, 

Where the Redeemed wear the Diadem 

- Of endleſs Glory, and rejoice to ſing 
Melodious Songs of Praiſe to Sion's King? 

Should then this World's inferior Trifles be 

Of ſuch Regard, as to prevail with thee 

To look aſide? Ah! nay; for thou haſt learn'd 

To paſs by all her Triumphs unconcern'd. 

Now therefore, perſevere, my worthy Friend, 

In that where Friendſhip never knoweth End. 


M. M. 
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UPON 
8 1L E NC E. 
[Written by another Hand.] 
I. 


W H A T Mouſe ſo ſoft, or who is fit to ſing 
Thy Praiſe, thou mighty paſſive Thing ? 


Who can * thy Genealogy, 


Thou Product of the Deity ? 
For before any Thing, thou hadſt thy Place 


Extended through the _ and empty Space, 
: iN 


Tb' Inhabitants above, in that bright Sphere, 


Acknowledge thee a Being there, 


When they their Hyms and Hallelujahs ſing 


To their high and heaven]y King, 
In a moſt reverend Frame, make uſe of thee 
To magnify the wor Om 
When Horeb's Mount was topt with Fire & Smoke 
And with a dreadful Trembling ſhook ; 

To add unto its Horror and its Wonder, 
The Rocks and Mountains ſplit aſunder : 
Yet ne*ertheleſs, JEH O V AH was not there, 

But in the ſilent Voice he did appear. 


Though 


} 
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Though Voice & Speech alone to Man was given, 
To worſhip him, whoſe Throne is Heaven ; 

Yet in an awful reverend Silence, he 

% Admits of a Diſcovery ; 

For to his Ears, Words utter*d without Noiſe, 

Are louder languag'd than a vocal Voice. 


What Praiſe is due to thee, thou calm Abode, 

Thou Reſt of Souls, that worſhip God 

In thy Receſs ; the Spirit doth convey 
To Man the Knowledge of the Way, 

That leads to where Deſires terminate, 

Where more's enjoy'd _ Mortals can relate. 

f I. 

Though ſome confeſs the Pleaſure of thy Loves, 
Thy nightly Walks and ſilent Groves, 

Thy ſweet Retirements, and thy pleaſant Shades, 
Where neither Wind nor Storm invades 3 
Where Pleaſure's free, unmixt, and uncontin'd, 

Always attend upon a quiet Mind. 
| VII. n 

Yer very few there are, that really be 
Fully ſatisfy'd with thee : 
Therefore thine artleſs Altar neglected lies, 

For want of holy Votaries ; 
Whilſt Noiſe, thine Enemy, aſcends the Chair, 
And Crowds her Praiſes eccho through the Air. 


20 AF 57 


W. A. 


BOOKS Printed and Sold by LuKE HIN : 
at the BIBL E in George-yard, Lombard- 
ſtreet, 


N AccovnrT of the Life, Travels, and 
A Chriſtian Experiences in the Work of the 
iniſtry of Samuel Bownas, The ſecond Edition, 

1 23, 

Some brief Memoirs of the Lite of David Hall ; 
with an Account of the Life of his Father John 
Hall. To which are added, divers of his Epiſtles 
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The Trial of Spirits, both in Teachers and 
Hearers: Teſtified from the Word of God to the 
Univerſity Congregations in Cambridge ; by Wil- 
liam Dell, Miniſter of the Goſpel, and Maſter of 
Convil and Caius College in Cambridge, Where- 
unto is added, a plain and neceſſary Confutation 
of divers groſs Errors deliver'd by Mr. Sydrach 
Simpſon, in a Sermon preacbh'd to the ſame Con- 
gregation at the COMMENCEMENT, Anno 1653. 
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the Univer/aties (according to their preſent Sarntes 
and Practices (are not) as he affirmed) anſwerable 
to the Schools of the Prophets in the Time of the 
Law; but rather to the idulatrous high Places. 
And human Learning is not a Preparation ap- 


pointed by Chriſt, either for the right under- 


ſtanding, or right teaching the Goſpel, With a 
brief Teſtimony againſt Divinity- Degrees in the 
Univerſities. As allo Luther's Teltimony at large 
npon the whole Matter, And laſtly, The right 
Reformation of Learning, Schools and Univer- 
ſities, according to the State of the Goſpel, and 


the Light that ſhines therein, price 15, CG. 
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and publiſh'd with ſome Amendments, price 145. 

The Chriſtian Progreſs of that ancient Servant 
and Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, George Whitehead, | 
hiſtorically relating his Experience, Miniſtry, i 
Sufferings, Trials and Service, in Defence of the 
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The Lite and poſthumous Works of Richard 
Claridge, being Memoirs and Manuſcripts relating 
to his Experiences and Progreſs in Religion: His 
Changes in Opinion, and Reaſons for them: With 
Eſſays in Defence of ſevera! Principles and Prac- 
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Joſeph Beſſe, price ss. | 
An Eſſay concerning the Reſtoration of primi- , 


tive Chriſtianity, in a Conduct truly pious and 
religious, the ſecond Edition with Additions, by 
Thomas Beaven, price 15. 

Truth's Vindication ; or, a gentle Stroke to 
wipe off the foul Aſperſions, falſe Accuſations, 
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God called Quakers, by E. Bathurſt, the fourth 
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